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SUBSCRIPTION RATES.

By, slngle copy ....... el

Builly, per wedk ........i.oia.e 15¢

Wally, per month ...... Senades .. 85e

FEISION BUREAU HAS WORK
AHEAD,

Every war in which the United

dmten ongages is followed by

Msacands of pensions to those who
feaght or were Wwjured in the countrys
eerviox: The amount of money raised
iy Zodirect faxation and digbursed to
gemsioners reaches many millions an-
wuslly. And in this view of war, it Is
@ sxpensive (hat it muakes universal
seses degirable, If for no other reason,

Ascording to the commissioner of
gexslons, about 418,000 applications
fer tecrease under the new law passed
& this sesslon of congress have been
Med 'n the penslon office.  These
sfalmas are being passed uypon at the
mte of T hundred a day,

A i rate it will require nearly
e yoara to roach the lasi clalm so
Sar Blcd, eliminating Sundays and hol-
S8urz upon which no clalms will be
affsdicated. The clalms are taken up
s sommissloner says, In the order In
whish they are recelved, That will
Beaofit the first few thousand clpims
Sled. but since all of tha more than
ar hundrad  thousand were flled
within the first month, those who fall
Bekind only a day or two may have to
wail 2 yonr or two before receiving
e rellef granted by congress In the
passage of the bill—or the rellef that
esmpress lutended that the veterans
should have.

% = matter of fact, with the slow
sropress belng made upon the claimas,
e BT will not afford the relief to all
of the ald =oldlers entitled to [t. These
weterans are dying at the rate of
Sirty or forty thousand a year. So at
e ond of two yeava slxty or seventy
Massand of them will have passed
aasand of them will have passed
awyved n slngle penny of the appropra-
dan intended, for them by the act of
congTess.

No gremtor injustice has been done
®e old soldiers for some years than
@n delay In adjudicating the claims,
To wait two years or even six months,
meaus that the relief will come too
e fn thousands of cases, It would
weetn, therefore, that the bureau ought
Oy arrange sote method of digposing
of these cascs more rapidly, PFlve
Bendred clalms a day may seem Hke
rapid progress, and ordinarily it would
e Bat it must be understood that this
& ao extraordinary situntion, with
mew dying every day who are entitled
B The ralief that is thelrs as soon as
e departiment passes upon the cnses,

THE EXPHESS BUSINESS,

A swoeplng order made by the Inter-
mute commerce cornmissgion doos away |
with many of the
methods used in the express business, |
s propies o radical reduction In
mxgte, i bhe mado offoctive aftor a pub
Be boaring

This dovsn’t sattle the prollem of
e realations of the
Fress companloa,

Taly an out and
@rstem that will do
Wroush the postoMos WK
gresa companies are now doing for the
sordinate profit of tholr owners, will
mttie that problem

But the report qurnlshes matlor toat
wiii help make people think about the
menditions that prevail and that oget
% Belp toward making the demand for
®oarcels post ayatem so emphatie t
amgress will no longer dare denv It

"B s a matter boyond contradietion”
e the Interstate commoree comatls
i o ita report, “that hegluning ais
& yearn ago. practically with no as-
wtn. whatsoever other than favorali
eoatract with one or more rallronds
Ma expross companles ont of th
wtow aod the profitable lnvestmont of |
We proceads of (heir oporations have
Seen &bl to pay large dividends npor
sares repeesenting no investment

¥rom a shoestring —{rom practiey).
Br oothing —out of the rates they haoe
etarged the public the expregs cou-
panias have bullt up & tremendous
eapitalization, on which they pay ana
always have pald blg Avdeads, and

G fllll’lilhl"‘l

pubHe with the ox-
out parcels post
for the
servies the

peaple

enforce it?

| why not?

an epormous surplus represented by
investments In the securities of ruli-
roads and Industries. Through these
holdings the express companies, pow-
erful already Dbecause of the shees
bulk of their riches, are able to aom-|
mon to thelr ald the strongest kind of]
influpnce.

This explaing why the parcels post
has been delayed so long.

Last year the thirteen express com
panies Investignted by the commissior
had a gross Income of $140.5114580
out of which they paid to the rallroads
$73,906,455, leaving to themselves
§756,365,080, Operating expenses were
$67.906,758, and net earnings were
7,358,271,

A tidy little sum, this, to earn in one
year on u property that represents
practically no investment at all,

Another get of flgures presented by
the commission helps to show why
this enterprise Is so richly profitable,

The express companles carry about
100,000,000 parcels a year. This Is
elght or ten packages a year for the
avernge famlily of five persons, The
average charge s 50 cents per pack-
age and the average heaul 200 miles,

With the profit inordinate on every
parcel carrled, It Is easy to under-
stand how the express companles have
bullt up such an Immensa quantity of
woalth on an orignal investment of
nothing, and why it Is that they have
gnined outside holdings which give
them fofluence In a wide variety of In-
dustries,
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It you do not read these, why not?
+ + +

I Ia n stotute regavd-

Ing the growth of noxious weeds on

vacant lots and parkings, why not|

there

LR K J
Why not attend the ball gnmes this
wonk and show your appreciation ot !
the national game?
LA R
The Boy Scout movement in this
eity Is a commendable one. Why not
help it along? It Is worthy of thal
unlted support of the entire commun- !
ity.
LR ]
Why not keep In touch with the
outside world through the eoltimng of
the Ohserver,

*+
In passing along the gtreer why not
always make it a point to pass to the,
right of anvone you meet? This would
suve confusion and a whole lot of

cmbarrasament on Your part, {

* - |

Why not? After the band boys hava
rendered a selection on tha street
glve them an applause. Surely vou ap-
praclate the musle or you would not
glop and listen to It and It would not
tike very much ensrgy to get your
Fands in motion and elap them a fow
times. 1 know the band boys woull
apprecinte it !

, * %+

The grouwse season will soon be on.,
ro why not get your gun and d
get into your neighbor's back yard |
and practies up on  his |

chlekens?
Surely the nelghbor wonld not abject,
but if he did a promise of a grouse|

L

If you have not been for a few|
days’ outing (his summer why not?
Surely a few days' outing wounld do
you good. Tt always relleves that
grouch which always comes and stays

tired feeling and takes away the
during the hot summer days, |
B ‘

Thera are 4 thousand and one ways
In thls world In which vou could make
life more pleasant for yourself and
fellowman, Why not try and do some
of these and by so doing if yom are
not a crank, you will surely he well
repald by your act of kindoess. Why
not?y

* 49

Almost Invarlably at noon time at|
the North Fir street erogslng, there is
a . awlich engine with 20 or 20 cars
blocking the way, causing working
poopla who live across the track to
walt from five to 15 minutes in golng
to dlnner and returning to work. Why
nat have this remadied?

NIGGY FOR SALE—Light two seat-

¢ buggy, but slightly ased. Wil gel!
at real bargailn. A. C. Huntnigton,
1710 Fourth street, 8-13-6t

‘wilds of the Caucusus

A LITERARY RIDDLE.

Whoe Was It Wrote the Tragedy of
“Troilus and Cressida™
Andrew Lang has Just propounded a
puzzie in  clfvomstantidl  evidence
“Whe,” be usls, “wreie “Trollus and
Cressida? " You may apswer,-as you

please, Shakespeare or Bacon. If you |

nuswer Bacon, Andrew Lang comes
back with the query, “Would Bacon
have sald that Aristotle lived before
the Trojun war? Bacon was too
lenrned 2 man to make such a mistake,
wihich would be as bad as plicing
Abraham Lincoln among the signers
of the Declardtion of Independence.

If you answer Shakespeare, Andrew

Lang shoots another query at you:
“The author makes Ulysses ap
Achilles quate 'an anthor' and dlscuss
a pretty long and
from that author, who was Plato
How could Shakespeare hnve read
Plato?" For Shnkespeiare koew no
Greek, and In bhis day Plato had not
yet been translated into English,

It is quite concelvable that Shake-
speare might imagine that Plato and
Aristotle lived many centuries before
Homer, but {t 18 inconceivable that the
erudite Bacon should fall into such an
error.

Andrew Lang does not pretend to
solve the riddle. He frankly says, 1
give It up."—=New York World.

RISKY POSTAL SERVICE.

In Russia the Government Opens All
Buspicious Packages,

Our own gervice of malls Is well or-
ganized. There is little doubt In the
mind of the uverage person that when
he posts a letter It will reach its desti-
nation,

But in other lands he might well fear
for its safety. Io Russia, for Instance,
any letter or parcel that s regarded
with suspicion |s immedlately opened
and Its contents noted. A clever ma-
chine gums it up again, so that the re
cipient does not know that it bas been
tampered witl,

In Lapland the malls are carried In
sledges druwn by relndeers. In the
the postman
holds a post of danger. Ho must be
protected agninst brigands and against
the wenther, for he often has to climb
mountalus more than 12000 feet high.

Asiatle Russia, which Is apt to be
marshy, has the buffaio post, and, of
course, the progress wmade s very
slow. Buffaloes are more powerful
than oxen. and they ure also used In
Siberia for carrying the mall

Other postmen in foreign lands are
the swinulng postman of Iodia and
the skilng letter carrier of the Andes

| For the latter pluce the Argentine gov-

ernment specially lmports Norweglans,
—Exchunge

Maexico's Smoking Mountain,
In 1807 | climbed two volcanoes In

. Mexico, Popocatepetl, or “the smoking

mountnin,” about 17,800 feet, aud Ori-
gaba, the forwer the most famous be
cause within view from Mexivo City
and thus a source of especial pride and
admiration to the Iinhabitants, who
have been loath to belleve that any
other of thelr mountaina could be high.
ef. Popo hna a really splendid erater,
about hialf n mile acroas and 1,000 feet
deep. The walls are generally vertl-
cnl, but in ong or two plnces It 18 pos-
sible to descend. When workers are
engnged {o collecting sulpbur machin-
ery 1s used to holst them up and down.
From Popo’s summit there 14 a glorious
prospect, not alone of the lmmense
erater, but of the beautiful “White
Lady" (Iztaccthuatl) reclining a thou-
gand feet below, of Orizaba on the far

ng and | borizon and of the charming valley of ' disadvantages of the company belng

Mexico.~Annie 8. Peck in Christian

Hernld.

Woellington's Integrity,
The Duke of Wellington was noted

| nr two would surely console him And i for bis rigld lntegrity. Here Is an In- | granting the franchise, Camphell, Fitz-

stance which oecurred In reference to

Ihls large estnte. Some furm adjolning | agninst the réport, they favoring the

his lands waos for sale, and hls agent
negotiated for him for the purchase.
Having concluded the business, he

{ went to the duke and told him he had

minde n capital bargailn. “What do
you mean?' naked the duke. “Why,
your grace, I have got the farm for so
much, and | know it to be worth at
lenst so much more” “Are you quite
sure of that?' *“Quite sure, your grace,
for I have carefully surveyed ("
“Yery well, then; pay the gentieman

| from me the balance between what

you have alrendy given and the real
value of the estate.”

Strong Circumstantial Evidence.
A young wife was in tears a few
mornings ago when her mother called.
When asked what was the matter she

| replied that Ler husband was out late

the night before and had been to a
drinking party.

“What mukes you think he had been
to a drinking party?™
mother

“He eame home,” sobbed the young

i wife, “wearing a phonograph born for

a hat"—Kansas Clty Star.

More Careful Now,
The young wife had given her hus-
band a dance. “You've improved won.

down. “Don’t you remember how yon
msed [0 tear my dress?”

OR SALE-—Few bads, tablea, chalrs
and a stove. Cnll Biack 1011, §-13.tf

“Yea” he replisd. “1 waso't baylog
them then.—Boston Transeript.

strange passage |

asked the |

derfully, Jack.,” she =ald ns they sat !

 FARNERS TELEPOR

f
it T guess If the truth were known

e Bell bought them out, for they
wued 51 per cent of the Home Inde-

(Continued from page 1 \

;andent stock so I have been (nform- §

wid) but at any rate the spirit of in-
‘ependence still prevalled to such an
| extent that they turned the Farmers'
"ulon delegates and committees down
aith but slight couriesy: would not
| erant anything of importance asked
and In ap instance or two, sald “the
farmer be damnped.” They didn't care
if they all cut off for the cost of up-
| keep and service of the country lines
!'was more than they got out of it, They
cul off a great many of them and be-
gan to hold meetings and devise ways
nnd means to get from under the heeal
cf oppression, thar had hecome very
oppressive, The farmer, you know, s
,a funny animal; he differs from a dog
—the more you kick and euff the dog,
the better he llkes you, but the farmer
responds to conslderate treatment al-
most ag readlly as city folks and re-
sents Insults by minding his owg bus-
iness, which he commenced to do In
Elgin and vicinity by organizing =
co-operatve company to bulld and
maintain a telephone system. Well,
after they had pretty well covered
that ccuntry, and Pumpkin Ridge, the
Bell peaple sent thelr representative
down to try and effect (what thay
weare pleased to term) a compromlse;
they offered to let the co-operative
bunch have what they alreads had, If
they would only quit. Well, he weni
away, say¥ing they did not use him
right because they just went on mind--
ing thelr own busineas (which I might
say was bullding a telephone line),
Everything went along all right

Elgin, Summerville, Tmbler, Alicel,!
Cove and Unlon are all covered b)';
zood live commitiees that have tham
well lined up and watching down the
road for the new line, Soma are gver-
anxious and think [t comesz slowly,
but all large bodles move slowly, It
goes faster than any other phone line
that has ever been built in the coun-
iry, While there are at the present
time only about 500 subscribers to
the shares, It 18 a conservative estl-
mate to say that In 12 months from
the present date there will be 90 per
cent of the farm homes of the valley
connected by thiz line and the towna
are all in favor, 1 think if a vote was
‘:nk--u In the city of La Grande, the
Co-operatlve company would get 75
per cent of the vata, although the com-

! pany received its first setback at the
(hands of the city council of La Grande.
| On Wednesday evening, July 21st, the
; Co-operative Telephona company peti-
tloned the city councll for a fran-
chase and there wns & motion made
to refer it to a special committee, The
vote being a tie, the mayor cast the
declding vote in favor of the speclal,
and appointed Jones, Lincoln and Fin-
i ley, and on August 7, the committes
reported adverse to granting said
franchise. And after znal.lerahla

|
| discussion as to the advéntages and

|

 allowed the same rights glven their
| predecessors (n the fleld, a vote was
| taken. Jomes, Lincoln, Liiley and
Finley voted for the report against

gerald, Mackey and Davis voting
| franchise. Being a tie, the mayor cast
the declding wvote against tne fran-
i chlse, He conld hardly do otherwise,
| belng a heavy stockholder and a direc-
{tor In the Home Independent Tele-
| phone monopoly, and farther In view
i of the fact of a petition numerously
slgned by the business men and oth-
érs, we hope through misrepresenta-
| tlon or mis apprehenalon for it does
not seem possible that any unblased
{man who had the facts lald before
i him could so far forget his duty to the
: eounty and surrounding country, that
| he would allow hls name to appear
agalnst an institution that wounld go

]

lI:uu:h from the start.

In a Big Tent
Friday, August 16, 1912

ADAMS AVENUE NEAR HEMLOCK STREET,
WEST BROS.’ RAILROAD SHOW,

- TEXAS
RANGER

SEE THE Cowboys, Soldiers, Indians, Mexicans,
Rangers and Cowboy Girls.

Watch For the Cowboy Band

ONE PERFORMANCE AT NIGHT ONLY.

Friday, August 16

e

has been before the peopls of La
Grande for years.

E, 0. CO-OPERATIVE TEL, ASS'N.

By THOS. FLEMING, Mgr.
Cripple Creek at Areade,

Tonight Is the last chance to see
“At Cripple Creek,” one of the best
feature films ever shown nt the Ar-
cad, Also a Gaumont weekly showing
events that have happened all over
the world, and a fine comedy that s
full nt pretty scenes and is one big
Also Mr. Ray

T. G
WHEELWRIGHT

Cement work of all
kinds. Sidewalks and
curbs a specialty. All
work done under my
personal supervision.

PHONE RED 3952
————— e

Willlams In new songs.

As far as possible all coffee should be ground just
before using. Otherwise it may lose a great deal of
its original strength and flavor. If you don’t grind
the coffee at home why buy coffee that was ground
by the roasters and has been out of their hands no
telling how long? Let us grind your coffee for you
just before you get it. We have CHASE & SAN-
BORN’S high quality line. It'salways fresLly roast-
ed the day shipped to us,

43

PHONE

43

J. G. Snodgrass

| farther toward establishing a friendly
get together spirit than anything that

L LDl b Ll R e ———
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Comfort Going Home

and comfort that wifie mil!

ipprécia

pure Ice Cream, the most tempting t:aah.:m o;:u‘:vl‘:rh‘l:l::
We have it in all the popolar flavors and &8 we make it ouraelves, In
our own model kitchens we can positively guarantes the purity of
every Ingredient and perfiot cleanliness la ibe
will miks you a regular buyer,

| Selder’s - La Grande
L8
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