He Was Chock Full of
Romance

By F. AL MITCHEL

yright by Amaerioan Press Asso-
G clation, 1911 i

Few persons are satisfied with their
station in lifé or thelr occupation. 1
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“onnd s Jeed made out just as T want-
™l 1L 1 had a ceriified ¢lisck for the
amonnt with me, aod the trunsaction
was ended. Then 1 drove away agsio..
I weot by and stopped with my new
made friends quite regularly after
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day of Beptember, 1811, by 8 ‘members
voting therefor,
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that, myiig nothing to the gitd abont
what yas pearest onr henrts till one
day when 1 wias golng agsln 1 saw 0
tear in her eye. Then | put my srm
around her nnd kiswed ber apd askpd
her to set a dny for the wedding.

Who says there's no remance in a
tin peddier?™

am an exception to that rule. T de-
light In my work, and yet I am only
a tin peddier.

For heaven's sake, why are you sat.
{sfied to be n tin peddier?

For & paradoxical reason, I
full of Meallty and romance,

Ideallty and romance (n & tin ped-
dler! Nonsense!

Yes; listen to me and [ will prove to

Seclng nothing, 1 went
blokmmmtbetontheﬂm

In a few minutes there came an-
other tap, Turning sgain, | saw the
eause. The flame on the hearth light-
ed up the face of & young girl.

Now, I maintnin that there's nothing
prettier on earth than & pretty girl,
and when a lonesome bachalor in a
bhouse by himself sees n pretty girls
face at his window, fllumloated by &

. Approved by the Mayor thla fth day
of September, 1511

AL RICH»\RDSC)\’
Mayaor.
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The Gossard corseta. They lace in
froot, without belts, buckles, bands,
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imipel correct polse, deep breathing:
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Attsst: €. M. HUMPHREYS.
Reecorder of the City of La Grande.

ORDINXANCE NO. §50, SERIES 1011,

ORDINANCE NO. 551, SERIES 1011
An Ordinance puthorlsing the Mayor

you that therée can be romance even
in & tin peddier. And because there
{s romance in me 1 enjoy my work.
It gives me ogportunity to dream. For
ipstance, 1 drive my peddling wagon
along a road of & bright spring momn-
ing.  AUe AP A8 AL WALD Lue dre-
grance of opening buds, The birds
are chirping in the trees, flitting here
and there, one carrying a bit of straw,
another a string, another a horsehalr
with which to build thelr nests, They
are chattering at each other just as
persons would do who were bullding
4 bouse. White clonds are rolling
along ellently on the horizon, On my
left forest trees rear their topmost
branches ng If reaching toward the
blue sky, where & hawk I8 salling. On
my right and bepeath me lies a lake.
Around about the country Is a patch-
work of farms dotted with houses.

1 was driving my wagon one even-
fng in Octobet, looking for a place in
which to spend the night. The woods
weare aflame with patches of yellow or
scariet. My ‘eye was resting, as 1
supposed. on one of these, a deep red.
but in another moment I saw that It
was the setting son shining on a win:
dowpane. 1 drove on toward it and
stopped at a lttle farmhouse bedide
the road.

Hitching my team to the post before
the gate, 1 went to the door and knock-
ed. There was no answer. Looking
about, | saw no signa of life. I missed
chickens seratching in the vard, chil-
dren’s ‘playthings on the porch, the
bark of a dog. The barn was closed
and locked. The place was deserted

Finding & ‘vindow where the curtain,
not hanging” perpeandicularly, left an
opening through which I could look
foside, 1 saw that the house was fur-
nished. 1 was peering into the living
room. There were a center table, a
little library of hooks, a lounge, while
in o fireplice were andirons on which
were logs ready to be kindled.

The twilight waa deepening and If 1
went on 1 might be obliged to ride
miles in fhe dark before finding an-
other plac# to stop for the night. By
breaking a pane of glass I could un-
lock o window, ralse It and effect an
entrance, It remained to be seen I 1
could pnt my. teamn into the barn, |
succeeded in both. Having stabled my
horses and fed.them~—thete was fodder
at hand—I enters] the house. Having
lighted the fire® on the hearth, 1 ex-
plored every room. ‘The beds were
“made,” though they gave evidence of
having remained so for a long while.
There were provislons In the larder,
but time had rendered them useless.
Fortunately 1 carrled my own lunch
bomper. After finishing my explora-
tlons I brought some water from the
well and, sitting before the crackling
fire, ate my supper.

For a long while T sat and dreamed
of those who had occupled this house,
and why it had been deserted. The
sppearance was mot that of having
been left temporarily. It rather gave
evidence of baving been left a number
of years before. Who were these peo-
ple?

I've heard it sald that there are cer-
tain seientists who from seeing a bone
can tell the animal of which it formed
a part. 8o did I begin from my sur-
roundings to form theories as to who
had occupied this bouse. There were
no toys; therefore there were no ¢hll
dren. There were n few men's and
4 few women's garments; therefore
there must have been s married cou-
Ple. - On the wall among other pictures
was one of those stiff photographs one
#ees in the country—and, for that mat-
ter, nmong city folks—of a bridal cou-
Ple. 1 inferred that it was a likeness
of those who had occupled the prem-
lses. There were plctures of old and
Young persons, evidently the fathers
and mothers of relatives of the bride
and groom.

My first theory was that the house
bad been occupied by a young wmarried
couple; that one hod dled aond.-ibe
other hafl ahut up the house fust ps it
Was and gone elgewhere.: Second'y, |
funcied that the conple wha frved n it
had quarpsled and both 187 1t to go

BWay. by diffepent paths. Thirdiy. no
ticing the plotgra of o oxour loox
Ing old woman, 1 coscieded that rhe

family had haon Bechen o by o moth.
etindaw, Rummioing in on old desk,

fArelight, it's the prettiest sight he ever
saw. At any rate, if & vista of heaven
bnd been opened to me I couldn't have
been more delighted.

I whirled my chalr around and sat
epraptured. The window was Just
high enough from the ground and the
girl Just tall enough to show her face,
but not the rest of her body. Bhe
conld see me fairly well by the light
of the fire.

“Who are you,” she asked, “and
what ure you dolng here?

‘I'm a pin peddier, and I stopped
tere for overnlght,”

“Is that all? T thought you must be
a robber.”

“I suppose a robber would be more
attractive to yon than a tin peddier.,”

“Not a nice tin peddier.”

There was some encouragement in
this, But I was curlous to find out
nabout the house 1 was in,

“Where 4!d you come. from?" I
asked. i

“From just over a rige In the ground.
Our place is hidden by trees. I saw
smoke against the sky and came to
the hill to find out what it come from.
Since it was from this chimney 1
thought I'd come on and see who was
in the bouse.'"™

“I'm very glad to see you. I'm cu-
rious to know how the premises hap-
pened to be left as they are. I've been
forming theories nhout it Perhaps
you can tell me which theory Is cor-
rect.”

“What are they¥"

“That couple,” polnting to the pleture
of a bride and groom. “had just besn
martled and come to Uve here. Is
that so?"*

“No; another couple just married
did.”

“Well,
died.”

“No; they're both alive.”

“They lnd a spat and separated™

“No such thing."

“Then they were separated by that
crusty looking old woman whose ple-
ture hangs there. 8he was the mother-
inlaw of one of them."

“Not at all,  Rhe {8 my motler and
perfectly lovely."

“One more guess, One or the other
was extravagant, and that broke them
up.”

“You're no guesser.
guesses s right.”

“Well, tell me"

“My marrled sister llved here; that's
all. Her husband's father died and
left hims a better farm. They had to
go right off and left everythlog as it
wits, They've been trying to sell thly
one ever slnce."

“What do they ask for it?*

“1 don't know, but I ean find out
you want to buy it. Pa can tell youn.
You'd better come over to our housp.
We have a spare room.”

Coverlng the fire, I went with the
girl, met her father and mother and
remnined fhe night In the house. 1
apologlzed for brenkliog lnto the vacant
place, which they sald was under their
care, and asked them what it was to
be bought for. They named a falr
price, and I told them they might
write the owner that I would buy the
property. Somewhat surprised. they
asked why I wished that particular
property.

“Because,” I replied, “I am full of
romance,”

“What did yom say your buslness
ia?" asked the old Jady, she by whose
pleture T bad judged her to be a moth-
er-in-Inw,

“A tin peddier.”

“Humph."”

The girt who had diacoversd me
laughed.

“And what are you going to do with
it after you have bought it?" naked the
old man,

¥Live in 1t."

“But you're not marpied, are you?"
put in the old woman.

“No, but 'm golug to be”

one of that other couple

None of those

#d. Bhe was the only one present who
my intentlons, The othau
hiid no conception of them.

The next morniog before leaving l
ghook hands with them all, the girl's
hand lyipg in mioe longer than the

would be

others, 1 told them that I uld
'glong that way agaln in a week and
iu they would have s deed for the

I gave the girl & look, and she blnsh- |

An Ordinance authorizing the Mayor
£nd Recorder to knter Into & contract
with the Oregon-Washington Rallroad
& Navigation Company for a lloense to
lay and maintain two sewer pipea. 30
and 18 inches in diameter, respéctlve-
Iy across the right of way of sald com-
pany, at the polnts described In Sec<
tlon No. 1, 'of thiz Ordinance and re-
pealing Opdinance No. 50t Seériea
1910, )

THE CITY OF LA GRANDE DOES

ORDAIN AS FOLLOWE;

corder of the Clty of La Grande;, Ore-

gon, be and they are hereby author-
ized to enter Into an agreemsnt with

Navigation Company, for a leense to
lay across the right of way of sald
Company, at the following deurribed
points, to-wit: At a point 30076 feet
enst of the mile-post 306, on the main
line; also, at & point 870.6 feet north-
westerly of sald mile-post 308, on the
main line of sald rallroad, two sewer
plpes, 30 Inches and 18 Inches In dl-
ampter, respectively, for which the
sald City I8 to pay the sald rallroad
Company, the sum of tén (10) cents

sald llcense, payment to be made as

Section 1.-That the Mayor and RA‘

the Oregon-Washington Railroad &

per month during the continnance of

and Recorder to \enter into a contracr
with Smth Construction Company for
the improvement of Coanordals Ad-
dition to the Clity of La Grande in
accordance with their bld heretofore
acoepted by the Gouncil,

THE CITY OR LA GRANDE DOES
ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

Seetlon 1.—~The Mayor and Recordaer
are hemeby authorized to enter Inlo a
contradt  with Bmith Construction
Company, on behalf of the City of
La Grande for the Improvement of
Connordale as provided by certald re-
golutions heretofors pasaed by the
Counell, and {0 aecordance with their
bid herstofore secepted by the councll
and In accordance with the plans and
gpecifications provided by the Coun-
¢l of the City of La Grande. ,

Saction 2.—~This Ordinance shall be
In fall force and @ffect from and after
ita passage, approval by the Mayor
and publication in one Issue of the
Lo Grands Evening Obsarver. '

Passed the Councll on the Sth day
of September, 1911, by T l:ouncllmen
voting therefor.

Approvad this Oth day of Septam-
ber, 1811, ' 1

A. L. RICHARDBON,
' Mayor.
Attest: C.. M. HUMPHREYH,

follows: On the slgning of sald agree-

Recorder of the Cliy of La Grande.

WANTED

A Couple to Wed af the
"UNION COUNTY FAIR

Valuable Prizes will be award-
ed the fortunate couple. A list
of the prizes will be published
later. Apply to

~ |Dr. Richardson
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correst position, bhoth sliting - and
standing, and have heautiful utlluo

MRS, ROBT. PATTISON,
Phone Blunek 1481
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