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BRUGE DENNIS
Edltor and Owner,

Entered at the postofiice ot La Grande
as second-class matier.

SUBSURIPTION RATES
M’l m “p’ R NN “

Dally, per week, ............, : 1&|l°“'“ and country come out startling-
Dafly, per month. ...

THIS CONFUSION HURTS,

Surprising as it may seem the great
metropolitan paper of Oregon did not
consult the state’s history nnd remem.
ber the leglslative mct which gery-
mandered the county lines In Eastern
Oregon when it printed an editorlal
atténtion to the decremse in rural pop-
ulittion in Unlon county. .

The cold figures of the eensug and
SO vini wstunnles do show a de-
¢ in farming population in this
comuty during the past ten years, but

ther the government nor the com-

the Oregonian should have given prop-
er mention of the Panhandle and not
held up to the large multitude who
read that paper Union county’'s logs
from the farms, when thé same |8 in-
correct and not Justified.

To glve an ldea of the editorial in
question the Observer reprints what
the Oregonian said;

“IL {8 not particularly encouraging
1o learn from the cénsus report that
more *hnn three-fourths of the jmmi-
grants' whom Oregon has recelved In
the last ten years have flocked Lo the
citles of the state while less than one-

. “The contrast between the gains of

‘turnu which has been prepared under

fourth of them have settled on farms.

Iy In the analysis of the census re-

the authority of the Commercial club.
This shows that while the farming dis-
tricts of the state have Increpsed
thelr population only 2§ per cent since
1800, the cltles have grown 101 per
cent. The stale ng a whole has recely-
ed an addition of 260,289 peaple, but
of thege no more than 66,000 found
homes in the rural districts, More
than three timeg as many have gone
to swell the population of the towns,

“Outslde of the municipalities some
of our counties, five of them to be
specifie, have actually less people now
than they had ten years ago. Curil
ougly enough, Marion lg one of these
regréssing counties. No doubt the at-
tractions of Salem are too great for
the farmers to withstand, so they for-
sake their ancestral acres and seek its
benignant shades. -

“Wheeler county has lost 8 per cent
of its rural population in the last ten
years, Gllllam ¢ounty 10 per cent and
Grant 11 per cent, but the most re-
grettable flgures are shown by Union
county which has a smaller rural pop-
nlation now than ten years ago by ful-
ly 30 per ¢ent, if we may depend upon
the Commercial club’s calculations as
no doubt we can, Of course both La
Grande and Union in that county must
PXNIBiY Topea fnpeessns Lul liie aoes
not compensate for the loss of farm-
ing population,

“The growth of towns without a cor-
responding development of rural life
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‘Now Complete

MERCHANDISE YOU CAN

RELY ON!

Wooltex Suits for Ladies

Benjamin Clothing for Men

Guaranteed two seasons

Royal and King Tailored Waists

New York Styles

Society Young Men’s Suits

Fima

WAL SR © § Dag-P
a1 Lii'igm 1c !V alsis

Sincerity Suits for men

Silkk and Lysle Hosiery, All Shades

and Young Men

smercinl bodies making computations|is a sort of hypertrophy. It extorts
have seen fit to give fha explanntion | admiration only from those who do

~which I8 due., That explanation tells| not know that it s a disease, Bome
of & Inrge area of Unlon county's  small comfort perhaps may be ob-
o o Iy populated seotion being cut off taln from reflecting that most of our

- - fram this county and attached to I'a-|sister states suffer from the same
' ker county. At least threé thousaud,mmplnlnt‘ Indesd, Iowa's case I8

o Iy ' people were glven to Baker from Un-| worse than ours, That commonwealth
; 3 don county when the “Panhandle” was | has actually lost population in its rur-

EiderHeimer Steins Xtra Good
Boys Suits
Keiser Cravats for Men - J. E. Tilt
Shoes and Oxfords - Gordon and

Keiser Neckwear
Pingree and Utz & Dunns Fine Ox-
fords and Pumps
Gzce Pattern Hats

al sectlons taken as & whole since 1890

W set off.

In justice to this county at least! while our decrease s only sectional.
—————————
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“Mammy's Ghost"... Vitagraph
A southern war story worked
out with care.

“Love in Madrid" ....... Pathe

A love story of the spanish
town, Settings are Interesting
a8 they reproduce scenes in a
Spanish town,

“Faithful Indian”...... Essanay
A wesatern Indian picture full
of actlon and good scenery.

“Tricksters Tricked”..... Pathe
A llvely comedy.

Song—"8ugar Moon" by Mr.

Cowan

anun——-Pimllt and tenor solo-
st,

Greenaway drum and effects,

Matinee every lay at 2 o'clock.

‘large scale

{the reservolr which was done lasi

“As a rula the country districts of
Oregon are more populous than they
were ten years ago, but not much
more, The lamentable decrease in
Wheeler, Grant and Unlon counties is
gald to be accoNuted for by the merger
of small holdings into huge wheat
'farme, The owners dispose of their
 little tracts to the graln kings and
seek jobs which pay them better in
Pendleton, La Grande and so on. For
' this process nature and indifferent cul-
tivation are partly to blame, Wheat
can be raiged more cheaply under the
provelent  wastefnl method on the
than on little farms. 'The
owner of 10,000 acres has every im-
aginable economic advantage over his
siuall comp titor, " Hence he must be
e¥nected to swallow him np. Still, it
{5 homes nnd homebuilders that manke
# tommonwealth great, not huge
feudnl holdings, no matter how pio-
Guctive they may be.”

WHO T

The La Grande Evening Observer—
Who I8 to blame for the rotten work
of laying the water pipe on Second
gtreet between Jefferson avenue and

summer, and why should the taxpay-
erg be called upon to dig up $12,000
or $15,000 to tear it up and relay it
again, when It has he:n In less than
one year?

{ing aekel by every taxpayer of the
[eity, who have noticed the work now

These ave some of the questions be-

ders by the city employes on said

Old Friends and New

Winning permanent,

of time, and this bank numbers among its clients
hundreds of banks and business houses with whom
it has had close relations for a great part of the
twenty-four years of its existence.

Our friends have helped to make this one of the
largest and strongest banks in the West.
helped in their making, too.

We welocome new friends and will attend to their
wants with the same fidelity which has cemented
our relations with our older ones.

La Grande National Bank

LA GRANDE, OREGON,

CAPITAL
SURPLUS
RESOURCES

UNITED STATES DEPOSITORY

Fred J. Holmes, Pres.
F. L. Mayers, Cashier

lasting friends is the work

We have

$ 100,000.00
100,000.00
. 1,100,000.00

W, J. Church, Vice Pres,
Earl Zundel,Ass't. Cashier

I Marble Works

Teailored Millinery

Stetson Hats - Interwoven Mens Hose

Every Department Filled with Bright New Spring Styles

N. K. WEST - The QUaIity Store

streets, If some one will please an-
swer the above questions, they will
confer a great favor on the taxpayers
of this clty.
TAXPAYER,
THIS DATE IN HISTORY.
May 5.
1776—The second congress met in
Philadelphia,
1780—0pening of the states-genern!
of France at Versallles.
1811—=Dr. John Willlam Draper, who
made the first photograph, born
near Liverpool, England. Died
in New York city, Jan. 4, 1852,
1902—First congress of th eCubaa re-
public met in Havana.

Benjamin Franklin  said:
“Show me how your gravevard
is kept and I'll show you what
kind of people live in the com-

munity.”

The Blue Mountain
Marble Works

Has just received a carload of
Vermont marble. Place your or-
ders at once for monuments,
head stones and markers,

Decoration
Day

Will soon be here. You should
gee that the graves of your dead
are properly marked.

The Blue Mountain

E. C.DAVIS, - PROP.
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Free Hats for the
Children

We will give one Child’s Hat
FREE with every

$5.00 PURCHASE

Made at our store on Saturday, May 6th,
or Monday, May 8th.

These hats are fine and are the kind
that please

Complete line of Ladies Furnishings and Hosiery

W.W. Berry & Co.
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