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SINGLE LONG ISTANCE LINE WL
* THNTREMANS OF ELLCONGERN

IN UNION AND WALLOWA
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HISTORY OF COMPANY. @

Originally known as Vegere ¥
Telephone company. @

8. D. Orowe bought half inter- ®
est in 1905 when concern was in ®
its infancy: @

Capital sibek inerelsed from @
& $4,000 to $25,000 In 1908, ®
® On January 14, 1007, capital @
® gtock again increased to $75.000 @

Lee 20 Y08

- ® and name changed to Home In- @

@ dipendent Telephone company. @

‘[l}"?nlilrtar thousand doilar bond ls- @
sye floated In August. 1907,

Capfital stock Increased
1609 to §100,000.

Subscribers when Crowe took
Interedt, 100; prior to purchase
of Bell system, 1250. Total af-
ter April 1st, 2,300,

Physical valuation of plant In
» 1905, $4.000. Physical valuation
today. over $200,000,

Company now owns over 200
miles copper metallic toll eireuits,
ov:r 350 miles of iron toll ecir-
cufts: all to be used in connect-
ing exchanges and pay stations,
exclusively, and does not include
the Pacific long distance wires
running through Union county.

The company will have four
copper wires ‘from La Grande to
Joseph: two copper wires from
La Grande to Union and Cove:
several ironm circuits from La
Grande to Joseph and from La
Grande to Union and Cove,
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Classed as the hugest financial tra‘n-
saction in Eastern Oregon since th
bonding of the Eastern Oregon Light
& Power company, standing out as
monumental business transaction,
marking a rare instance in the history
of the Bell Telephone combine in thal
the powerful concern has given way
to a local telephone company financed
and officered by local people, brand-
ing General Manager 8. D. Crowe of
the home company @s a master gener-
al in business deals, and lastly remov-
moving from Union and Wallowa
counties all competitive lines working
opposite to the Home Independent
Telephone company, a deal has been
consummated which transfers to the
Home Indepe¢ndent Telephone com-
pany all the local exchanges in Union
and Wallowa counties and varlous
other properties owned and now op-
erated by the Pacific Telephone com-
pany, Instead of amalgamation with
the Pacific concern as {8 historically a
common thing, the lesger concern has
gained the upper hand and now stands
the master of the local siuation.

By the sale and subsequent Improve-
ments to be made to the Home con-
cern. over $200,000 i8 Involved, and
that by a ¢one:rn which five yYenrs ago
was n mere rural telephone line do-
Ing business under a capitalization of
€4,000, The strides are marvelons and
almost unbelievable, and the erowning
climax to the company's growth, is
the consnummation today of n deal that
has bien under negotiations for
months, that removes the Pacific Tele-
phone company from the local field.

Crowe the Geueral in Charge.

Matching strength and wits with
corporation aftorneys, pltting knowl-
edge of telephony with that of the hest
versed telephone men employed by the
Bell svstem, forcing hers and relent-
ing there but always coming out of
differences with sallsfactory settle-
ments to himself and his company, S,
D, Crowe the general manager of the
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+ Home company has branded himself

as a general In a buglness way., The
contract 18 sald to be favorable in dv-
pry respect to the home people and
in no instances was the local concern
foroced to surrender salient points in
guch a way as to hurt itself.

The deal has been long In the mak-
ing. Contracts, téentative In nature.
have been turned down by the loeal
company's manager and legal counscl,
when ther satisfied the Bell's attor-
neys and ton heads of the Bell syndl-
cate. Finally. after months of negoti-
ations. and sparring for advantages,
the deal came to the point where It re.
mained for the signatures only to be
attached. In the sale is renresented a
turnine point In the well-defined vol-
fcy of the Bell telephone heads at New

Tork-—never to give in to the competi«
tive concerns but to force out competf-
itive lines by buylog them gvir. In

& this instance the New York and Sap

Francisco managers switched policlea
and pirmitted the unprecedented deal
fo ba reallzed.

REASONS FOR SELLING.

Two. Telephone Companies Become a
Nulsanee to General Publie

Primary reasons advanced for the
unprecedented.sal: and retirement
from the local field of a branch of tHe
monumental Bell system are numer-
ous and In a large measure, feasible,
Showing a remarkable growth, th:
Home Independent Telephone com-
pany became such a strong competi-
tor that the locil saervice of the Pacific
States exchanges w:re a losing propo-
sitlon and by transacting the deal tha
Pacific company could unload an un-
paying district but still retain the
long distance service., To avoid the
expense and nulsance to the publie of
having to maintain two telephon: sys-
tems, and to be able to connect all
parts of Unlon and Wallowa counties
with the Bell long distance service
hereafter as soon as the changes are
made, all. subscribers of the Home
company will be able to telephone to
any point on the Pacific-coast and the
Rocky mountain states. Tn this way
it i8 plainly seen, the Pacific peonls
do not lose their long distance service
which is th: fundamental principle of
that concern’s policy—to maintaln a
vast long distance telephone commun-
fctalon service. While the home com-
pany has had such a rapid develop-
ment throughout the rural districts
ind small cities, the Pacific company

., | 1as been continually adding to the La

Grande and Unlon exchanges and the
bresent deal will Involve the turning
over of some 1,200 subscribed «to the
local peonle, making a total of over
2,300 subscribers which with the con-
‘amplated improvements will no doubt
soon be Inercased to 3,000,

Though the PaclMic neople seldom
glves way to home concerns in this
mn‘guar it. does so in ‘this instance
with long distance service still intact
for all Independent subscribers retain
the long distance service of the Bell
system. With ample capital behind it
the home contern was a strong con-
tender for local subscribers and had
Wallowa county well baitled up.

The Property Involved.

While the Pacific telephone concern
retalng the long distance toll lines
traversing Unlon county it loses lo-
eal toll elrcuits in addition to the ex-
changes in Unlon county and dis-
poses of all its property, toll and lo-
cal, In Wallowa county, April first,
when the deal becomes effective, the
Pacific syetem will merely own a toll
lie that runs across Unlon countv on
th cireuft between Baker and Walla

Walla. The removal of one of the
competitive lines in this  territorv
meels favor from both companies’

gubsciribers The amount
was not definitalv announced hut Gen-
ara] Manager 8. D. Crow ' of the home
comoany fidmits that the triansaction
runs over 3200000 and th: proposed
‘mprovements will carry the total In
excess of that amount. The sale In-
cludes the exchanges of La Qrande,
Union, Cove, Elzin, Wallowa town,
Entrprige and Joseph alone with all
local toll alpenits and toll stations.

RAPID GROWTH.

SHOWS

Company hns Made Wonderful Strides
In the Past Few Years.

The Vergere Tealephone company
was Incorporated at Imbler June 25,
1804, by F. L. Vergere, 8. L. Brooks, J.
L. McKinnis; capital stock $4,000,

On October 1st, 1905 8. D, Crow
purchased one-hall Interest., Vergere
retaining the remaining half. both
being proctical telephone men. At
this time the company had all told.
about 100  subscribers  scattered
throurhout Unign county. This num-
ber was doubled with the next few
monthe and the demand for tele-
phones in the rural districts and in
the smaller cltles became B0 great
that it was neccssary to Increase the
company.

March 24, 1806, the capital stock

was Increased to $25.000 and a large

S PAGIFIC TELEPH
FAOH THO COUNTIES

involved |

number of local business men and
rmers, in both Unlon and Wallowa
counties, took stock In the concersn.
The, lines were extended throughout
both countls and the demand for tel-
ephones Increased [rapidly.’ Tt was
aoon  discovered the finance:
avallable were insufficient to take
care of the business. Accordingly, on
Januare 14, 1907, the capital stock of
the company was aeain Increas:d to
$75,000 this time and the name chang-
ed to the Home' Independent Tele-
phone company. In addition to this
increase a bond fssue for $30,000 was

fioated through the financial influcpee |

of 8. D, Crowe who at this time was
Glovied sovielsiy-Livasurer AR gen-
;rﬂ.managar which position he still
olds,

On January 19, 1908, the uplt.ll'
stock was again ingrease—to $100,000 |

at which figur: It now stands.
Financed With Ease,

While many .local people express
surprise at the ability of the home|

people to finance so gigantic a deal
the task was not as enormous  as
might be thBught at casual study.
With J. L. Caviness, W. J. Church,
prégident and vice presldent respect-
ively, behind the comnany. with their
business ability and financial strength
and with Manager Crowe’s strong fin-
anclal influence in the east, the prop-
osition was not at all difficult.

The full slate of officers now in
charge of the company's aaffire, are:

J. L. Cavin:ss, president; W. ).
Church, vice president; 8. D. Crowe.
secretarv-treasurer and gefera] man-
ger. The balance of the directors are
R. E. 8mith, now of Callfornia, F. L.
Vergere, Enterprise, William Str:nger
La Grande and Willlam 8. Crowe, of
Manistigue, Mich.

GIRL ESCAPES INJURIES,

Collides With Sulky While Riding Bi.
eyele but Eseanes Fortunately,

| Miss Helen Andrews, daughter of
Night Chief Dispatchér and Mrs, C. M.
Andnews, 1204 Pednsylvania avenne,
collided this morning with a eulky
driven by Charles McCrary In front
of the Golden Rule store and fortu-
nately escaped with only slight bruls-
e8, 8he was riding a blcyele and In
the excitement of traffic ran Into the
passing sulky with the result that she
was thrown to the pavement and bad-
ly shaken up. She was carrled to the
M. Bloc store and soon ricovered suf-
ficlently to ride away on her wheel,
Her fact was glightly brulsed,

Kenyon Favorite in Jowa,

Des Moines, March 17.—Kenyon re-
celved 68 votes foday, lacking nine of
the senatorial election He will poge!-
bly be elected tomorrow.

AEBELS SCORING
WGTORIES

WO HI'!!-I!LSHI}T DOWN BY IN-
SURRECTO TROOPS.

Federals Sald to Have Lost Heavily in
Fleghting Today,

New York, March 18—A sneclal to
the World from Douglass, Arizona.
says insurgents ambushed a band of
federalists near Campus, and killed
65 of them,

Rebels Win Another Vietory.

Marfa. Tex., March 1% —Saveral
Mexlean soldlers were killed at close
range fighting near Oginagn, today.
The federal command Is reported bot-

{11:d up whide Colonel Doranto and 20

,0f his soldlers are surrounded In

groups of houses within a mlle of the
garrison,
Alleged Sples Shot.

Mexlcall, March 18.—Under cover of
darknése early this morning, rebels
shot Filipe Rles and an unknown man
suspected of belng sples for federal-
Ists, “"We gave them a fair teinl,” sald
Captaln MeDonald, “We would ex-
pect the same thing If rebels are
cought by the regulars.”

Sentenced for Twente Yeors,
Albany, March 17.—Attarneys for
Mra. Edith Melber, convicted of the
#econd degree murder of her son, sald
ske won't appeal. The woman prob-
ably will be taken to Auburn to bHe-
gin a 20-year sentence teday,
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El Paso, March 18.—Armed iniér-
vention Into Mexico under the guise
of ending the revolution i{a belleyed
inevitable today by bigh division of-
ificiale who have recelvedssecret or-
ders from the war department to pre-
pare troops for Instant fleld service
and troops are greatly excited at the
proapect of active war service coming
within another week. Rifle practice
and strenuous drilling Is the otder
of the day. '
Masslpg of armed troops on the ap-
proaches to the international bridge,
together with other military activi-
tles leads to the bellef that the Unit-

ISION OF MEXICD BY YANKEE
 THOUPS APPEARS CERTANTY

ed States Is preparing to invade Mex-
{fco. Many troopg are near the bridge.
| News coming from Augusth where
Taft has headquarters Indicates the
president will send a @ message
to congress dedling with the Interna-
|tional situation and the mobilizgation,
{He will’ explain: the various reasons.

| San Francisco, Mareh 18, — That
thousands of troops will be sent to
the Philippines and Hawall within the
next few months {8 Intimated hére to-
day by army officers following receipt
of word that the second Infantry will
embark for Honolulu. *
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AUSSI GRANTED
HER DEMANDS

CHINA SAID TO HAVE ACQUIESCED
IN MONGOLIA FRACAS,

Russin. Now Practieally Sunreme in
Regard to Mongolinn Trade,
St Petersburg. Mark 18, — Pakin

dispatches state the Chinese forelgn

board  has delivered China's reply, to!

Russia's oltimatum, practically grant-
ing all demands to the Maongollan
proviness. This will glve Rusgsia vir-
tunlly o monopoly of trade and will
for the time being, remove cnuses for
wiar between Russia and China, In
prosenting the ultimatom Russia als
lowed China ten days in which to act
and officlal cireles are resting easily
today with the news of the settlement
and surrendery by China of prifleges
in Mongolia. .

RUEF “WANTS 00T
Atorneys Aftempting to Have
Case Reheard Before Court.
San Francisco, March 18.—Attor-
neys for Ruef today filed a petition
in the supreme court uukilr? & re-
hearing of the case, Ruel i# now In
San Quentin.

His

Want Berry Paroled.

A petition elrenlated by Mre, W.
W. Berry was filed with the cireult
court this afternoon appealing for the
parols of Mr, Berry, who ls now sery-
ing a year's sentence for wife boeat-
Ing.
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[INEUP AUMORS
IRE AFLOAT

[ BELIEVED  ATTRACTIONS FROM
HERMISTON GREAT,

e ———

|I-::;|u=-rl¢-f| Linenn Wil Be Formed to
l File on 8rd and 4th Units,

-
'

That there I likelthood of a line-
fup at the La Grande land office priop
to the opening of filing on the fourth
illllll In the Umatilla project (s admit-
ted in news dispatches from Hermis-

have viewed the land to be put under
water. There are still six elaims un-
ldsr the third unit of filng and alto-
gother the land will accomodate
many flers,

The openlng occurs on the 22nd and
riumor I8 current that a linenp will
be formed in frout of the land office
here:

The charges are as follows: 860
per acre of irrigable land paynble In
not more than ten annual Ingtall-
ments, each payment not less than
$6 or some multiple thereof per acre,
except that In the case of lands here-
after entered the first Installment pof
the bullding charge shall be $12 per
acre and the subsequent Installments
$6 pir apcre, Full payment may be
made at any time of any balance of
the bullding charre remaining due.
after certification by the commission-
er of the general land office that full
and satisfactory compliance has been
shown with all the requirements of
the law as to resldence, cultivation
and reclamation, '
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MOST TALKATIVE SENATOR. 1

| PIGGEST DAN oF 118
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% 280 teet; length of crest

® contents 326,000 cubl

@ yards: develops 7,500 horse pow

% er now transmitted to Phoenix &

® 76 _miles dlstant. S SOk
‘Reservolr capacity, 1884

@® acre-feet, Stors 12 times

® water than Néw Croton, Waigh

“® sett, and Ashokan reservol

® ‘combined in the east which

@ geven times more than Rooseyelt &

@ reservolr, Insur's ample sup- &

& ply for Irrlgating 240 ‘acres of &

# land in S_IILI River valley.
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Phoentx, Ariz., March 18.—Adorned
in gala attire, Phoenix today declared
& three-day festival. - The entire pop-
ulatign, mingll with many

The structure, one of the ferful
engineering achlevements with ‘Which
Uncle 8am is transforming his Qesert
Iands into fertile and productive farm
lands, was completed February B, and
formally dedicated by Ex-President
Roosevelt today, 8o marvelous has
b¢en the course of constriction of
this Irrigation dam that from the be-
ginning It has attracted the eyes of
prominent engineers of the world.

Its dimensions are startling, At
the base it covirs an acre of land.
Its height is 280 feet, on top it Is
1080 feet long. and at the bottom it
I8 170 feet thick. A 26-story bullding
covering a city block would not cover
the space occupied by this tow:ring
maronry straciure,

Located in a canyon heratofore in-

accessiblz, 62 mllea from the nearest
rallroad, the construction of this dam

Involv: d many problems and taxed the
Ingennity of the bullders to the ut-
most,  Thelr fiyst problem wis the
construetion of & 'brond highway. For
twenty miles this traverses a trackless
desert and for 42 miles more the road
wae literally carved from canyon walls

or blasted from the steep-sided moun-
tains, #
It is now considered one of the

ton where & great many nomeseek. s | most remarkable highways In the en-

tire world. It opens up to the lravel-
ing public a country unrivalied

grandeur and bBéauty and makes easy
Aceess to some of the best pres:rved
clff dwellings In the southwedt,

In preparation for the construction
of the dam the government engaged In
many activitles, An immense power
plant was installed pear the site se-
Iteted for the structurs, A cement
mill was bullt with an output of 500
barrels dally. It has turned out, In
all. approximately 240.000 barrels of
cement, at a saving to the government
of more than $a15.000. Two farms
were operated to supply provisions
for the camp and forage for the live-
stack, Domestic water supply wag
plped from springs maony .miles away.

Nearly 600 Apache Tndians ware

\ (Continue’ oa page Bight.)
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| strangirs and “the ofily " ex-
President.” adjournsd to thé gite of 3
the Roosevelt Dam for the dedieation '
exerclses of that gréat moun of
masonry. , T
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