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Webster's Plang Unfolded. =

A bill being drafted for introduc-
tion to the next legislature by ‘the
ceniral board of the state good roads
association, contalning four salient
features, was read and explained by
Judee Webster who is here today. The
threshermen gave ungualified sapport

to it later. It embodies the appoint-
ment of three men to name a highway
vommissioner for the state who shall

direct the exhenditure of moneys ap-
propriated by the countles and state
to the amount of $20,000 from each
county and 85,000 from thé state for

each county. It includes a bill pro-|

viding for -the bonding of the state
and counties to that effect; it
vides for the malotenance of state
priprm Inpor on roads and for work-
ing“ 4t prisoners in corporate clties
on county roads. The plrn was ex-
Ylained dn detall apd adopted.
New Bill Framed.

The Towa.traction engine law, said
to. be the model of its kind o the
world, will be copled in the bill ‘to
be presented by the Oregon thresher-
men, It provides for the blowing of
whistles at stated times, stopping the
engine when passing a team and abave
all, repedls all present laws and sub-
gtitutes this one in its place. The
chief point in the new bill is that af-
ter December 1911 the bridges shall
be built so securely that no bridges
will have to be planked while engines
are crossing, This gives the county
courts over f year to perfect thelr
bridges. Until that date, "the bridges
must be planked as_now.

John Minniek Critielzed.

A lively tiit over an issue perfain-
ing fo the threshermen of the morth
and south middle west was comment-
ed on by Johm nick of Union In &
letter to the edifor of the Thrésher-
men’s Review of, Michigan several

, months ago. It arose over the Wichita
fracas of which threshermen are fa-
millar, Tn response to Mr. Minnick's
letter, the editor wrote a virile com-
munication to Secretary Bates and it
was read this afternoon. “Illiterate
and. an ignoramus” were some of the
nemes attached to M. Minnick by the

nro-

Michigan editor. At the conclusion of

the lettar, Mr, Minnick addressed the

ronventlon explaining the detalls of

the eplstia and pointed out his posi-
tion, His position was such that it
brought torth a shout of approval and
Mr. Minnick was “exonerated” in ev-
fry sense of the word: .

The Portland meeting will ba held
on Friday and Saturday preceding the
Roga festival, tir

Pendleton put in a bid for the fall
Mmeeting a year hence and it will like-
Iy snepeed in landing It

The meeting adfourns- tonight.

The banquet last evening was lange-
Iv attended and . suceess In avery
way. B. E: Bragg was toagtmaster and

T. A. Rinehart welcomed the thresh-
ermen In his enthysiastie way, Sev-
eral gpeeches were dellverad and the
‘;"ﬁ“ﬂt wns A decldéd suocoss In avry
iy ,

WRECK VICTINS SAVED.

Llzht House Reseuvers Comes to Ald
Starving and Freesing "

Ozwego, Dec. 10-—After bwo davs of
terrible exposure to wintry blasts

"nd honger, two women and twenty
men were taken off the lake steamer
Sharpless near Galloup Island to-
. steamer

day. The was going to pleces

She has been ailing for some time,
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RUMOR GAINS CREDENCE SO RAP.
IDLY THAT IT IS ALMOST TRURE
-

State Land Board to be Headed by
County' Assessor Rinchart.

County Assesgor T, A. -Rinehart,
Democoratic warhorse i8 in line for
the head of the state land board, and
though Governor-Elect West has not
anpounced his appointment, and
doubtlessly will not for some time to
come, the political weather wane
points its finger at “Tod"” and no mis-
take, Mr. Rinehart himself may not
be abreast 'with the affair, his friends
who have put the matlter up to West
are cognlzant of the fact neverthe-
less, It is frealy rumored in Portland
and Salem @&nd has come, during the
past few days fo be considered a sure-
ty in this-elty.

The state land board i3 an im-
portant organisation and the fact
that Mr. Rinehart is aboard for the
head of It, has added to the Import-
‘ance of the appointment. La Grande
has fared extremely wsll In the mat-
ter of prospective appointments and
it ds a self evident fact that when-the
appointments are actually made, the
word La Grande will be tacked to a
large number of appointments.

Just what would happen if the ap-
pointment is tendered Mr. Rinehart
is not knowh, but on account of the
political prestige going with it and
the matter of salary too, should and
doubtlessly, will be sufficient force
to call Mr. Rinehart from his pres-
ent post as assessor. °

MRS, E. DAMON DEAD,

News Comes from Portland of Death
Last Night at That Place.

Mrs. Bonsel, 'an old time friend of

the B, Damon family, recelved a tele-

gram this afte “from Portland
saying Mrs. nn.'dl? there last
night. Mrs. 0. was the mother of

W. L. ‘and th¥ wife of BE. Da-
:;1{? g forther rtesident of this eity.

 Yamily has a large circle of
friends in this city who will be griev-
ed at the news of her death.

IS PLEASED WITH TOWN.

_—

Reed of Denver Expects to Focale an
May Start New Flrm. '

Fred Reed and wife of Denver are
hera looking over the ground with the
object In view of finding a business
apportunity. He undonbtedly will lo-
cate hiere In a few days. The only ob-
fections that he has to the town is
that thers are no vacant locations

5:;’ drink on the premises during the

There was a lively skirmish  be-
tween attornevs, the defense attempt-
ing to bar this evidence and the pro-
seoution holding for jt. Judge Knowles
dbliberated on.the point and decided
 that the evidence - was all right and
ordered the witness to proceed.

The “Wettest” Day, .

Weathar Obgerver - Woratel was
called to locate dates of rainfall be-
twoen August § and Sept, 26, which he
did with his official records. Then Mr.
Hand sald: :

“You may tell the court the wettest
day since August 5th."

While: Mr. Rand was no doubt in-
nocent of the mirth he had provked
it was nevértheless amualng for M.
Worstél smiled asg he said: “I find
that November 8th was decidedly the
wettest day of the.year.”

Thiz date happened to be electlon
day when Uulon county went wet and
Mr, Worstel iz an earnest prohibition
worker. The jury saw the point, as
did the court, and 'while no demonstra-
tion followed it gave avery one a
chanee to change position and smile,

Jesg Parker, who sent the fatal
bullet into the breast of his father-
in-law, W. M, Porter, was placed on
the stand last evening and when
court convened this morning his fes-
timony was continuad. A long series
of questioning on direct examination
brought the story of the killlng as
told in last evening's Issue of the Ob-
server. Parker played up the protec-
tion of his child in a very clever man-
ner and was ready with dnswers to
all questions,

On cross examination Attorney
Jdhn L. Rand took the witness down
the line with questions that required
some hesitation before answering.
Parker showed a disposition to resent
some of the nuestions to the attor-
ney," but he '8 cool headed at that,
and usuvally landed his_.answers In
& shape that apparently did him 1ittle
harm,

It was permanently establigshed
that the first trouble between Jess
Parker and his father-in-law arosf|
over tha diviglon of a straw stack lo-
cated on the farm of Sam Parker,
father of Jess. In this trouble the two
Parkers were mpparently against Por-
tér and young Jess admits having hit
his father-in-law across the should-
ars with the handle of & pick. He also
admits having pounded hiz face with
hig' fists until his fathér-in-law yel-
led, “enough”. Whether the older
Pm:}{er ‘held Porter while young Jess
dld this beating was not thoroughly
egtablished although some 'hits of
evidance might /Andleate that sueh
wns the casa

The second time trouble arose he-
tween Jeag and his wife's father was
nleo over the straw, according to the
defendant. At thls time there was a
plow and gun that enteved Into the
trouble, but evidence on these two
art'cles was ruled out.

The sthird bunch of trouble came
when the divorce of Mrs. Parker was
filed, He gald his wife had left him at
diffirent times but had always come
baek unt!l along In Julv when she
left and vetorned fo her father's
home and {his next thing that happen-
ol was divorce proceedines In Ia
Grande. 1t seems on the Sunday-fol-
lowing -the filing of the divorce Jess
Parker eame to La Grande on the Wal-
lowa train and on the same traln was
Mr. Porter and his daughter, (Jess'
wife), When Mr. Rand drew the wite
neas. down to a fine point as to why

avallable.

| he came to La Grande on the same

phoned his wife and baby hoy he
Would be out that night and had been
ﬁvgm‘ privilege to come and see them.

| top Juake s visit to. ‘
%mw 'bic’b'ih-,_ti'mtg' {nténded - to

stop and #ee the wife and baby,

Appartently every juror noticed this.
and Interest began to increase, Jess
then 'tald of ‘putting & gun in  his
clothes ‘hecause It was growing lata
and he expected to veturn to Rigin
through the Ember road. When "asked
if he was afrald he said no. He also
gald he was pot I the bably of car-
rying o gun, yet when questioned
clogely vegarding putting the gun in
Bis clothes he said he frequently did
that-whén he intentled to be out at
night. :

Every once In awhile there wonld
ocenr such a dlscrepancy in his testl-
mohy as to cause either a juryman or
a spectator.to unconsciously take a
sharp look at the witness.

Held the Boy While he Shot.

Then came the tragedy described
by the-man who pulled the fatal trig-
ger. He sald his little boy, his wife
and himself had been vislting for
three quarters of an hour; that the
youngster wanted to go to a carni-
val in BElgin of which he (Jess) had
told him and was pleading to go. Jess
admitted he dld not want to take the
boy to Elgin that night and that the
boy's mother objected to having the
ohild go then, but promised he could
go later. Apparently the father, moth-
er and child were having no trouble
until the wife's father appoared on
the scene. Why he appeared was not
divulged. Whether threats threw Por-
ter into a fit of anger and caused him
to rugh at Jesg, or whether the mera
slght of his son-in-law was 80 re-
pulgive to the wife's father that he
lost control of himself i3 a guess, for
the testimony jumps from a pleasant
family gathering in the public road to
a frantic rush of Porter, a shot from
Jess' plstol—another, and another—
and then the scene changes showing
Porftéer wounded and on his knees.
the wife and daughfer screaming and

state while the poor 1ittle boy is lost
sight of entirely.

“Why did you hold the little chiid
fin front of you if you expected trou-
ble” asked Mr. Rand of the witness.
“Why did yon not put the child down
and get In front of him to protect
him as a loving father would naturs
ally do, rather than keep the child
between you and danger?”

Thess aquestionsz grated a little on
the witness apparently but he atoutly
maintained he though he could pro-
teet the little one better by holding
him in his arms,

When asked why hg shot the second
and third time at Porter, Jess sald he
wag not sure he had hit him the first
time,

When Mr, Rand step by stép recall-
ad tha scene of the homielde,sovident-
Iy refreshing Jess Parker’s mind of
the fearful orlme for the witness
showed siens of meditation.

Yesterday Evening’s Evidenee.

The witnesses one by one ware tak-
en through the process of question-
Ing. but the gallent polnta of the ease
remnined the 8ame and the evidence
to substantinte and make stronger
what had been clafmed by the de-
fense, L e, that the killing of Porter
was purely In sslf-defense.
. Nefl McLeod, formerly a res!dent
of this county and well acquainted

Lter In his evidence he sald he in- |

hysterical, Jess n a self-composed | i# 65,608
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WASHINGTON DRAWS THREE AD-
DED CONGRESSMEN,

Totals for the Entive United States
Given Qut by Durand Today.

— ——

Washington, Dec, 10—Thé popula-
tion of the United States 1s 91,972,266,
The population of the country In-
cludint terrftorial posdessiqns is §3,-
402,152, Census of Washington state
Is 1,141,999,

The country's Increase Is 15,977,601
or 25 per cent, The Increase inolud-
Ing territorial possessions {s 186,145~
521 or 20.9 per cent, The grand todl
population of the United States and
all its territorfes ard possessions is
161,000,000.

The Washington increase 8628887
or 1204 per cent. Under the present
apportionment It means three mors
congreasmen.

Wisconsin's census Is 2,383,860, an
Increase of 12.7 per cent, Georgla has
2,609,121, an dncrease of 17.7 per cent.
Each state Is entitled to another con-
Eress . The population of Alagka
is 64,356, an increase of 724 or 1.2
per cent, Hawalli has 190,108, an in-
crease of 37908, The military, and
naval populdtion of the United States

-
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WRIGHT MAYOR OF UNION

Eelection Held Thls Week Eleets New
Otficers for Town of Unlon.

The muynicipal eléction In the ety
of Union took place this week with a
total of 208 votes cast, the individual
voie standing as follows, says the
Union Republican.

For Mayor—IL. A. Wright, 166,

For' Councilmen—(, J, Forstrom,
105, 8, L. Hunter 51 and W, H. Vogel
107.
For Recorder—Irwin D, Wright, 171
. Tll'"or Treagurer—Osburn - Richins,

For Marshal—H, M. S8hannon, 163,

For S8treet Commissioner—W, ' 8.
Harn, 166, \

All membera of the old organiza-
tion were re-elected,

TO PLANT SEVENTY ACRES.

Thronson Buys Trees for Sevenly
Acere Orehard of Unlon Plrm.

J. A. Thronson has mpirchased of
the Unifon, Ore.. nursery, trees for
A TO-acre frult farm. They were all
apple trees and of the Rome Beauty
and Jonathan warieftes, Tha pros-
pects are for & much Increased orch-

-

with Eigin and vieinity, was placed
FER T

ard acreage next year, :
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fimiated that they will uge every
sutslon possible before any -orm
Arg given to the men to strike,

nomnced today and that the engiheer's

vote today,” The above econtradhets

['the bellet. = G oo . ,
{ It Is the genoral, feeling of local

minds of the enghpeers themselves
but what the vote will show atrike by
& big majority, Loath tp see trouble,
and loath to see the strike pl-
tated, the engincers, are anxious .
see thelr points gained without
walkout, SO -
About ten days will' be
of the out
t, though *

get official word' hare
pretty safely guessed

required

of the Chicago coun
wording, 18

CLAIRE REACHES CITY,,
Comes From Union With ' Dog and
Pony, To Stay Three Days.

Miss Alberta Olaire. the - gluc)
Wyoming girl who 1a riding from
New York to San Franclgco on horse-
back, arrived this aftgrnoon from
Union where she spent the night. She
will appear at the Orpheum theatre
4}:‘:0 a d:;udevilla stunt - tomorrow and

nday,

Her trip here was uneventful. Her
dog was badly tired out but the horse
atood the trip welll She I8 a daring

swoman, but affirms that she has had .

nothing to mar her pleasures exeept
disagreenble weather and bad roads.
From here she goes dtectly to Port-
land. Her turn at the vaudeville houses
along the way is sald to be very good
at all times.

1600 Licenses,

The number of hunting and fishing
licenses that have been issued by
County Clerk HEd. Wright for the past
aeason in round numbers s © 1800,
There have been 777 hunting leeuses
and 820 fishing llcenses called for
up to date, which exceeds ast year's
total but very little, '

ﬁlp Increase In Censns,
will show 185 per cent fa
lnins and Ewumerator Rogers

afternoon Jnst before the final
up of the enumeration take; '

reported to have heen killed by &
tornado that swapt Northern Spain

. In Cerunma harhor and séveral of
- crews were drodned, oA

" 1a Grande sugineors ware of jghe ..
opinion that the striks would be aps *

makes a large Inerease. year.

Il viry o fow eounte dte way or the

will wiry a few Way or

L other but it Is not n'm&. This

Inerease 1s lnrger | ‘even the most

sanguine had hoped e, ; .
Storm OIf Spafn.

(;‘-erebure. Spain, Dec. 10N : are

early today. Six fis veasels sank

' mmglnu: :-&:‘ﬁﬂhuﬂh’-:. o

representatives would announce the e

engfeers that every possible precau-
tion will bé tadem not to strike, but
if ‘foreed ‘tor Missugh mction “will be
taken. Thers' ial no, question In  the

That the seliool census of La Grande
estimate made hy Sehool Clerk Wil

Last year the count stood 1478, which

A




