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FOETICAL SOCIETY.

A Core Birthday Celebration De-
scribe In Merry Eayme,

The twelfth birthday of Miss Dilllc
Gray

Happened round the other day
And her friends about four score.
Or rather, even, seventy-fou- r.

Remembering the important date,
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All gathered in to celebrate,
j At her father's farm in lower Cove

In the snady Dowers or me isiana
Grove,

Where the crickets chirp and the wild

birds wed,

A bounteous birthday feast was served
Fit for the Gods, and you may know,

Twas enjoyed by mortals here below;

It seems to relate
When friends and neighbors congre-

gate '''.

When their hearts are l!??it and the
weather's prime,

That they had a royal good old time;
But this gay rural holiday
Like all days do, soon passed away,
As the people scattered homeward,

they
Wished "long life" to Miss Dillie Gray.

Miss Gray was the recipient' ot
many valuable presents. The names
of the persons present were Mr. and
Mrs. G. G. Gray and daughter, Mr. and
Mrs. Geo. Miller and son, Mr. and Mrs.
Taylor, Mr. and Mrs. Will Miller and
family, Mr. and Mrs. W. Dahlstrom
and family, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Con-le- y

and family, Mr. and Mrs. G. M.

Gray and family, Mr. and Mrs. Ernest
Miller and son, Mr. and Mrs. Lee
Chllders and daughter, Mrs. W. S.
Newcomb, Mrs. A. A. Phckett and
family, Mrs. George Conley and son,
Mrs. Frank Eyres and family, L. K.
Robinson and two sons. Messrs John
Randall, Albert Eyres, Lou Eyres, Ray
Eyres; Joe Gray. Nathan Gray, ' Ben
Miller, Reginald Heryford and Dick
Smith.' Misses Irene Cohley, Vera
Myers, Stella Conley, Ef fie Conley,
!r?r: Betie Dahlstrom,
Katie Taylor, Abble Taylor, and Geor-lan- na

Miller and Mr, and MrsJ. G. 0.
'
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C.T.DARLEY,
1205 N Avenue, or McKennon, Phy & Roberts j

Irrigation andlStructurai Engineer.

4 Surveying, Plain and Reinforced Concrete, General Con-- $t trading. Estimates Furnished. Reference, United States J
4 Reclamation Service. 8

TtwlGeorge Palmer
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We solicit your orders forlShingles, Rubberoid Roofing

Deadening Felt, Building Paper.

. We are prepared to'furnish and deliverjmaterial,
promptly. Phone Main. '8.
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A DEADLYREPTILE

The Fer-de-lan- ce the Most Ven-omo- us

of All Serpents.

ITS STING A DEATH WARRANT

Little Chance For a Victim ef the
Fangs ef This Terror of the Island
of Martinique The Cat and the Mon-boo- m

Its Most Formidable Enemies.

Every one is perfectly well aware
tnat there exists a large number of
venomous serpents we bare many of
them right here in the United States;
the rattler, for example but probably
do other spot In the known world has
such a death dealing reptile as has the
French Island of Martinique, nestling
io the limpid blue waters of the Carib-
bean sea. Jt Is the sci-

entifically known ' as Trigoncepbalus
lancclatua. that can beyond the shad-
ow of a doubt lay claim to being the
most deadly serpent ot the earth. Its
sting means almost certain death.

There are eight distinct varieties,
the most common being a dark gray
and black' speckled;, which coloring
enables It to' conceal Itself . easily
among roots and stumps of trees. An
other variety is a clear, bright yellow,
and , when bidden Io the freshly cut
cane it can hardly be distinguished
from the stalks; It may also be a dark
yellow or coal black with' a yellow
belly. ' ... ,, ;. ::; - ,

It Is .' not ' a large snake,' ra rely ex-

ceeding five feet In lenoth nA in
cumrerence approximately the size of
a child's arm. , To repent, tbe sting
means almost certain death, and
should not the service of a physician,
or "panBeur." as the natives call him,
be obtained within a .very short time
the venom does Its deadly work the
flesh grows cold, softens, becomes
pulpy, changes In color, quickly be-

gins to spot, and u great chilliness
creeps through the blood. . This lasts'
only a few minutes possibly half an
hour then death. .

If the victim is fortunate enough to
get a physician upon the scene post-bast- e

and no artery or vein has been
pierced there 'Is hope Just a faint
hope but even if life Is saved the dan-
ger is not entirely removed, for ia
many cases necrosis of the tissues fol-

lows. The flesh corrupts and falls from
the bones.' and the body molders as
does a tree. ,

;There Is. however, a heroic method
of treatment often brought Into use
by the Martlnlqtmns. It Is the im-

mediate amputation of the leg or arm
if the Bting happens to be in either.
Even this has to be done at once and
before the venom circulates through
the system. There are. to be seen
today upon the Island many natives
with limbs missing. ' and in tbe ma
jority of cases it Is the result of hav-

ing the machete, or cane knife, ap-

plied after an experience with a fer-de- -

lauce.
The Is a fighter and no

mistake about it aggreuslve and pug-

nacious, and domestic animals, with
the cat as the cue exception, stand a
very poor show In a battle. Pussy, in
about nine cases out of ten. will come
out of the scrap rwlth colors flying be-

cause of tbe fact that it Is apparently
quite a quick iu movement and at the
same time uses what may be termed
ring generalship.

There la but one animal other than
the cat that successfully wages war
upon the e. It Is tbe mon-

goose (Ichneumon), Imported from In-

dia a number of years ago for tbe
sole purpose of getting rid of the
snakes.

Of tbe weasel family and looking
very much like It, this little animal Is
absolutely fearless so fur as sunkcs
are concerned and will just as readily
tackle one five feet In length as one
a foot long. From tbe mongoose tbe

e will flee, but If cornered
will put up a grout tijlt. using ev-

ery trick at It command -- a useless
sort of contest, however, for within
a short time it will be stretched out
lifeless.

A battle between these two natural
enemies Is well woiili witnessing. It
is never a "limited" Ulii. but t it

finish always, and probably tbe smike
by this time have come to understand
that when they enter such a combat
It Is with the odds greatly nguitist
them. ,

Tbe mongoose is quite as clever a
ring general its the cat and uses that
gift to advantage. Strategy more than
strength Is Its asset.

When they meet, and If the snake
sees no avenue of escape. It prepares
for battle, as dxs the mongoose, but
In a more leisurely manner. It takes
about oho minute for them t get fully
prepared. There Is no shaking hands,
so to speak, as by prizefight its.

The mongoose circles almut the rep-

tile, always at a safe distance and
drawing tire." Inviting it by moving

eloxiT and closer to dart out Itn be.d
ami then quickly jumping out of
barm's way. It torments In every
possible manner, causing tbe snake to
change position time and time again,
tiring It by forcing a strike avaln aud
again without ever reaching the ob-

jective point. At last, seeing Its op

ponent at some particular disadvan-
tage, the mongoose springs forward
quick as a bolt of lightning, catches
It flnnly with tbe teeth behind the'
triangular bead a shake, possibly two.
no more and in less time than tt takes
to tell It tbe e is dead, its
vertebrae severed. New Tork Times.

The gods have attached almost as
many misfortunes to liberty as to e,

Mostesquleu. ,

AWoman's Solution

By JANE PINOCNEY BENNETT

Copi'ght, 1910. by American Press
Association.

"Please consider our engagement
broken," she snapped. "

"Have you considered U broken V
"What do you mean?" -

"I mean have you thought over the
consequences of a broken engagement
between us? We have been engaged
for a month; all our friends know that
we are lovers"

'"Were lovers."
"Supposed to be lovers." '
"That's more Uke It"

. "Now suppose we announce that all
Is off between us.

"

People will natu-
rally be curious to know the reason." :

"It is none of their business."
"But they will make It their busi-

ness.'
"1 ahall tell them that I have been

rery much disappointed In yoti."
'. "Auu wiiac snau 1 say about It?"

: "What you like."
"I shall say 1 discovered that I am

unworthy of a girl ' with so much
amiability."

There was no reply to this.
"What is . to be considered Jn . the

matter is whether you contemplate
renewing our engagement after It has
once been broken."

"Never."
"Very well; so far so good. In that

case I am free to engage myself to
whosoever I please."

"And it is my privilege to do the
same.",

"Certainly, Tomorrow evening we
dine at the SpinglersV Naturally I
shall be expected to take you in to din-
ner. 'This will be embarrassing for
both of us.' Had you not better send
word to Mrs. Splngler that our en-

gagement ia offV
She pondered a few moments, toylnj;

with her engagement ring, which sli.
had pulled off her finger, then Bald:

"Mrs. Splngler is a very pryin
woman and a frightful gossip. She
wish to know nil about bow it ha;
pened and i she Is not informed w

give her own version of it to every c
present and every one not present."

"That is one of the points to be
or, rather, was one of the

poluts to be considered. It's too late
now. You have dismissed me and said
that you will never recall me. We are
both free to marry some one else."

There was a pHie here. She slipped
the engagement ting over the point of
her finger, as though afraid be was
about to take it away. Then she said:

"The breaking of our engagement is
one thing; its announcement to the
world is auother. Is It necessary that
we should cnnoim.ee It through Mrs.
Splngler V"

"We might give it out today to some
one else."

"It seems singular that you. who
have so many limes sworu that you
loved me, can't bear the idea of sit-
ting beside tub for an hour or two at
a dinner party."

' ''What would we talk about?"
"The weather, I suppose."
"No, thank you; I don't go to din-

ners to talk about the weather. But
let us leave this subject of the dinner
and agree upon a reason to give our
friends for our quarrel."

"We will give them the true one, of
course."

"And that Is?"
"Your horrible treatment of me."
"Please frame n statement of It."
"Oh. you are better at stating things

than I am. Frame it yourself. Any
version you give of It will be satisfac-
tory ti me."

"Vcrv well; I shall put it in this
way: It started what started it? I've
forgotten."

"Why. It was something about
wasn't it about funny I can't remem-
ber what started it. I only know that
you acted horribly."

"Well. then, we will put it in that
way. We'll say that we can't remem--1

it what the quarrel was about, but
I horribly."

"That would be considered very silly
of us."

"Silly of you. I fear."
"Xot If they knew how horribly you

have acted."
"What did I say or do?"
"Everything that was disagreeable."
"Name one."
"Oh. how bothersome you are: 1 low-ca- n

I tell you what you said when I
can't rememlKT what It was about?"

"1 suppose then we are to announce
to the world that, not being able to
remember 'the cause of our quarrel, it
is ImposslVe to give n cause for the
breaking i f our engaxiftiieut."

"That would 1 too ridiculous for
nnvthing. Peopje would laugh flt us."

"Upon rne whole, I tnink you were
right when you said that It's none of
people's business why we have agreed
to part We will give no reason."

"Do you think that would be possi-
ble r

"No; X don't But since I've not been
able to suggest any feasible cause my-

self I've fallen back upon your own
suggestion."

There was no-repl- to this, only a
stolid stare at the floor, while the fin-

gering of the engagement ring contin-
ued.
- "Come," he said presently. "I leave
It all to you. Decide what course we
shall take. Name a way out of the
dilemma."

They were sitting side by side. She
dropped her (hand on bis, She had
slipped the engagement ring back on
her finger. lie put his arm about her
waist drew Wr to him and kissed her.

"A woman'a solution," he said.

His Glimpse of War

By R W. KEEN AN

Copyright, 1910, by American Press
Association.

In 1870, having been Just graduated
from college, 1 went abroad to see
something of the world before settling
to my. life work. There was a great
deal to see at that time namely, one
of tbe biggest wars of modern times.
The Germans under Von Moltke were
marching across the ' French border'.
Landing at Cherbourg, I went directly
t? P;r! m'1u leuer irom the
American minister, set out for the
front to get a glimpse of war.

'

Having
been ten years too late in my birth
to take part in our own great struggle
In America, I was extremely desirous
to witness a similar contest between
the French and the Germans. '

I .was received kindly at the head-

quarters of Marshal MacMahon, but
there were few great battles,' and the
two nations did not seem disposed to
tight one fpr the benefit of a young
American who had come across an
ocean to see "the fun." So after re-

maining for a time with tbe French
1 determined to join the Germans. I
realized that passing from one army
to its opposing one during actual war
was a serious business, but I had
heard so much of the thrilling episodes
of war from friends who had fought
in the American contest that my
young blood was tired to participate
In a similar affair. So, selecting a point
between the lines where the French
had no outposts, I left them and, walk-lu- g

down a road, was taken in by a
russlan vedette.
1'hia was rather a tame adventure,

and I was on the lookout for some- -
- tlilnn fill I .luviu Auougn i was

not aware of it, something more excit-
ing was on the lookout for me.

I presented my credentials, which
were my passport and my 'letters to
the French commanders. I had struck
the. troops under General Manteufel,
and it was at his headquarters that the
documents were examined. I was
treated with the utmost civility by the
officers of his staff. Indeed, I could not
but contrast tho attention I received
with that, of the French officers, who
upon Jhe statement of the American
minister, .vouching for me, permitted
me to, go pretty much .where I pleased,
but paid little heed to me. The Prus-slan- a

showered me with attentions,
but I was not permitted to go about at
all. Indeed, excuses were made to
keep me at headquarters.

One evening General' Manteufel's
chief of staff gave a dinner at which
were several ladles. I was tho guest
of honor and was seated beside u very
beautiful woman who spoke English
with a broken accent' I was voting
and correspondingly susceptible; there-- '
fore It Is not surprising that before the
eveulug was spent I had fallen under
a spell which, bad I been older, I
might have seen was purposely throw n
over me. Before the party broke up I
and this lady, were left alone together.
Suddenly her manner changed from
lightness to inteuse seriousness.

"I am being watched," she said.
"Watched?"
"Yes; they know my mission."
"What mission?"
"I saw you at MaeMahon's bead-quarter-

I was leceivlng my Instruc-
tions while you were there. Save me!"

"How?" '

"They know that MacMahon has
sent some one into their lines for in-

formation. If you take the risk for a
time I will go free. If suspected you
can prove that you are an American
and will not suffer. I cannot prove
that I am not a Frenchwoman. Here
Is the information I bear. Take it If
they find it on me I die. Kevpit forme
I "II Kie danger ia p ist, then give it to
me."

She thrust a liu!e roll of tissue paper
upon me. At the moment she did so a
Pru.sslau oSU-c- r entered, ; ud i iu.j ,

'

opportunity to hand it back without!
being Been. To do so would be equiva-- 1

lent to iuforinttig the officer that she
was a spy.'

But If found with the paper in ray
possession I would le shot.'

From that moment I was not for a
secoud free from observation. When
we were about to depart the chief of

staff came to me and said:
"We move at 2 o'clock. The general

will have no one excent solder hk
us. We have kept you at headquarters
for your own good. You have
nothing; therefore you may go back
wnence you came. ;

Without waiting for a reply be con-
ducted me to the picket line. Glad to
go free with the lovely spy's pellet, I
walked hastily away. I was followed
and arrested. Takeu back to General
Aianteurers Headquarters, I was
searched and the paper found on me.

As I was being led away I passed
the lady who had given me the paper.
The officers were apologizing to her
for something, and I heard them ten
her her carriage was waiting for her.

I was kept under guard till morning,
when an officer came hurrying toward
me. As soon as he reached me he said
angrily, "You are a fooir

"I am at any rate not a spy."
"No; the real spy has gone. We

learned that some one was among us
and suspected two persons who came
In at the same timethis woman and
yourself. As soon as the woman had
gone beyond our reach she sent us
proor tnat she was in MaeMahon's
service and had duped you. 'You will
depart for our rear at once."

I had had all of war I winted and
went

Tho Summor Girl.
She cut quite figure on tho too

Last winter, so they say.
And now she cuts ono on tho beach

In her battling suit each day,
Chicago News.

Cruel Comeback.
"Tm doing my best to get ahead."

asserted Chotlle.
"Wn, trcr: tuZ m,"

assented Dollle.-Tol- edo Blade.

U. R. VJILSOU

Electrical :: Contracter
One door South of Observer.
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Prefened Stock Brand
Indicating Quality

and Cleanliness

i,

t Full 1 6' oz. to the pound

I '
1 lb. packages 50c I
X- ib. packages 25c

Sold by

Pattison Bros. I
Use either Phone

X ' '
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Expert
Optical

Work
in eye examination, lens grind-
ing, and frame fitting, in what
I have to offer my patrons. I
am a specialist In Optica and
devote my entire" time and at- -
tention to giving you the best
possible results.

I GKID DEEP
CTRYE LEXSES

My stock of lenses and frames
is the largest In La Grande and
you can be sure that It will not
be necessary to send off for
whatever you may require.
Office next door to pestoffice.

Heacock,


