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Only recently  La Grande peoble
have recelved commynications
porting o disclose vast estete:
telong to the recipients of thess 1:t.
ters, and these same people muy be
intérested in the following clreular
from the State Department at Wish
ington, sznt to the Olserver for pub-
lication,

The Departmeni of State at Wash-
ington, has recelved- a report from
the American Counsel-general at
Barcelons, Spain, In regard to the
band of swindlers operating In varl-
ou & cities and towns of Spain who
make a practice of writing to per-
sons {n the United Btates respecting
the fmprisonment of a relative and
the guardinanship of a child.

The Counsel-genaral states that the
alleged prisoner generally describes
himself as a political prisoner from
Cuba; he 1z at the point of death
and has but one friend—the prison
nelant _thraneh whoas ennd nflices he
is enabled to smuggle an occasiopa!
letter out of the prison fort.

The prisoner is rich. He hus »
fortune on deposit in cash in the Unit
ed States, but the certificate of de-
posit 1s concealed in a secret recep-
tacle of his valise; the valise iiself
has been taken possession of by the
court at Carthagena, which tried and
condemped him, and will be held un-
til tha'prlloner or his representa-
tive has satiafled the costs of the
trial- The prisoner has an only
daughter; dying in prison, hig sole
thought i8 of this beloved offsnring.
He has no friend or relative in Spain
to whose care he can commit her.
In this emergecy his thoughts turn to
the distant relative in the United
States whom he has never seen and
of whom he knows only by hearsay
or the family tree. Wil the dis-
tant relative assume the guardianship
of the beloved daughter, and the dar-
ling daughter’'s fortune of about $20,.-
0002. 1f the dlstant relative accepts
the trust, one-fourth of the prisoner's
entire fortnue will be the material
reward. The good priest will go at
one to the ['nited States and take the
darling daughter with him. There is
but one conditlon: the ready money
which the prisoner brought with him
to Spain has been exhausted; the dis-
tant relative is therefore requested to
gend enough to liberate the wvalise
containing the secret receptacle and
the certificate of deposit, This mon-
ey is to be sent to the good priest
at an address indicated, and, having
recelved it, the good priest will at
once secure the valise and start for
America “the land of the free and the
home of the brave” with the darling
daughter.

The above s generally the first
letter of the series. It I8 quickly
followed by another in which the
prisoner pathetically states that his
strenght is rapidly failing and the

end s near, He beseeches his dear |

i,"_‘ ‘

‘distant relative to’ u&me the trust
and be n loving father to the durling
dnushtor. The third lstier is from
ihe good priest himsolf, who in belef,

awider s vare.  He 5 1 LI (L
uik gromike Into éxeentlon aud o340
for thy United States as soon 18 he
shull hove the proeasar

the distant relative. Thi

nlngl:( of the confiscated valise nnd
the darling daughter

It Is & simiple scheme, but present-
ed in such a plavsible way that al-
most any unsuspecting “disitant reln-
tive” of Buropean extraction would
be more or less decieved by the glad
prospect of falling heir to the cus-
tody of a darling daughter with a
blg fortune, and one-fourth interest
therein as an additional recompense.

Naturally the first impulse of the
distant relative {s to ask a lawyer
or a judge with some authority what
course he ought to take in the prem-
ises, but as he thinks of doing this
his attention is taken by s warning
In the prisoner's letter beseaching
him not (o mention the matier to
any living soul lest the gecret of his
valise and the hidden receptacls Lo
lmllm-v-mﬂl. t,m-:-_:--:

The valise after all with itg ren-
cealed certificate of deposit, f= the
key to the sltuation and posgezs’on
must be taken of it before anything
can be sald or done. This (g0 cin-
ningly set forth by the prisoncr) I8
very evident to the distant relative,
and so he frequently preserves the
secret intact and Instead of covanlt-
Ing a lawyer or writing to the Amierl-
can Counsel-general at Barcelor: he
quietly sends a draft for the sum (o-
manded by the good priest =nd
awaits results Of course he waits
in vain, and the poor, dead pri~cuor
and the good priest and the da lng
daughter in the course of time vnocs
out of his life forever, leaving him
only an uncomfortable memory of the
money he so cheerfully contri'uted
to the confidence game,

For twenty years ° these kuuvag
have been practicing their sw'ndls
and It Is needless to suggest that
they are very carefully organlzed:
they have confederates not only In
the United States but in most othor
countries. The confederates in quos-
tion select a man and find out all
they can about him; they get hold
of famlly names, family origin, and
family (-hnram-rla!lcs. This infor-
mation is transmitted to the rascals
in Bpain, and the letters are at once
written to the prospective victim
The scheme is presented and develop-
ed in a plausible way and many of
our fellow countrymen have “bitten”
promptly and acheerfully.

Recently the letters written to the
distant relative have varied somewhat
from teh original; the political pris-
oner having become a noted Russian
banker who abaconded, leaving a defi-
cit of some millions of roubles, kil-
led In a guarrel  In England ano-
ther Russian, and finally took refuge
in Spain. where he was apprehended
and charged with manslaughter,

This change of character, howeyer,
is Immaterial, and in the future more
new characters will probably be in-
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Chamberlain’s
Cough Remedy

WILL CURE

Your Cold. Tr:y It

The uniform success that has atiended tpe use of this remedy in 2I=c cuie of b
colds has made it one of the most popular medicines
depended upon to effect a quick cure and is pleasant to laxe,
It contains no opium or other narcotic, and ay be g'ven as confidently o a
child as io an adult. Pnce 25 cents. Large size 50 cents.
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troduced by the gang. The scheme
Is the same, and the public 8 warned
to place no credence in such or simi-
: lar letters.

Every effort has been made by the
| Department of State and its repre-

!Wthﬁl‘ ferms apd hoy l==:lr bad:

Engliah. spnounces 1+ | g! o
unhappy - prisoner; (e good  proest
udds thst the darling wyiler It

¥ fonds from !

] good nilest |
frequently enclases  in his letic 1'
Dogus  newspuper oMpping annousye- |
g the death In prison ar Braceiena |
of the lamoos Culvm patriot '
times caled Auginin Lafiente): 1%
DaWSPRApesr =<4 oo speaks ¢

.| sues, by filing a corroborated affl-

. sentatives In Spain to unmask thege
scoundrels and bring them to justice,
aund the Spanish authoritles have also

Iln‘--“-n active and several members of
the gang have been apprehended and

{‘held for trial, but so far no convic-

tiong have resulted, owing probably

to the pecularity of the Spanish law,
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DIGNITARIES RETURN,

| Apostle and Bishop of the L. D, 8,
| chrueh return to Salt Lake,
Apostle 0. F, Whitney and Bighop
€ W. Nibley returned last evening
to Salt Lake after having attended
| & two-days conference of the 1. D. 8.
‘Hfilkl' at the tahernacle Saturday and
| Sunday. Apostle Whitney was one of
the princlpal speakers yosterday,
when a large number of church mem-
bers were present. Business trans-
( Action of a routine nature were at-
| tended to last Saturday afternoon.
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NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION.

—

Department f the Interlor.
U. 8, Land Ofice at La Grande, Ore-
goll, Junuary 24th, 1910,

Notice is hereby given that Walter
. Pratt, whoss postoffice address is
Allcel, Oregon,, did on the 24th day
of June, 1908, file in this office sworn
Statement &nd Applieation, No.
06723, to purchase the 8 1-2 NE 1-4,
Section 8, Township 2 South, Range
40 BHast Willamette Meridian, and
the timber thereon, under the pro-
viglons of the act of June 8, 1878,
and acts amendatory, known as the
“Timber and Stone Law,” at such
value ns might be fixed by appraise-
ment, and that, pursuant to such ap-
nlication, the land and timber there-
on have been. appraised, $245.00, the
timber estimated 205,000 board feel
at $1.00 per M, and the land $40.00;
that sald applicant will offer final
proof in support of his application
and sworn statement on the 2isl
day of April, 1910, before the Reg-
ister and Receiver, United States
Land Office, at La Grande. Oregon,
test this purchase before entry, or
initiate a contest before patent le

davit in this office, slleging facts
which would defeat the entry.
F. ¢. BRAMWELL,
Reglster,

NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION
Department of the Interior.
U. 8, Land Offtice at La Grande, Ore.
gon, January 24th, 1910,

Notice is hereby given that Irwin
D. Smuts, whose postofiice address
{s Alicel. Oregon, did, on the 24th
day of June, 1909, file in this office
Sworn Statemeat and Application
2 Bouth, Range 40 Hast, Willamette
Maridlan and the timber thereon, un
der the proviglons of the act of
June 3, 1878, and acts amendatory,
known a8 the “Timber and Stone
Law,” at such value as might be
fixed by appraisement, and that, pur
suant to such application, the land
and timber have obeen appra‘sed al
$380.00, the timber estimated at 320,
000 board feet, at $1.00 per M., and
the land $60.00; that sald applicant
will offer final proof in support of
hig application and sworn state
ment on the 21st day of April, 1810,
before the Register and Recelver,
United States Land Office at La
QGrande, Oregon.

Any person I8 at llberty to pro-
test this purchase before entry, oOi
initiate & contest at any time before
patent fssues, by filing a corroborat
ed afdavit in this office, alleging

"acts which would defeat the eutry.
T e LR O T8

Administeator’s Notlce

Notice is horeby given that the un-
dersigned has been appointed admin-
!strator of the estate of Nick Ar-

moas, deceaged, by the County Court
of Union County, Oregon, and all hav
ing clalms sgainst the sald estate

same to me as adminitsrator at my .
store on Adama Avenuc, La Grande,
Oregon, together with proper vouch-
ers, within six months from the dats
of the first pullication hereof. .
Dated this 3¢ day of February, 1910,
*  JAMES Q. BNODGRASS;
Administrator of the estate of Nlck
Armoas, deceased. '
Ccxhran & Cochran, Attornan tor
Admin'strator, :-u—a-u.

Same vns.

In the Circuit Court of the State
of Oregon for Union County.
Z. B, Harvey, Plaintiff,
vy
W. J. Harvey, Defonidant,
To W. J. Harvey, the above named
defendant:
In the name of the State of Ore-
gon you are hereby required to ap-
pear and answer the complaint filed
against you in the above entitled sult
the first publication of this summons,
and in case you fail to so appear
and answer, the plaintif will apply
to the court for the rellef prayed
for in her complaint, towit, for the
digolution of the bonds of matrimo-
ny existing between the plaintiff and
defendant, and care and custody of
the minor children of the plaintifand
defendant, Sherman Harvey, Klanor
Harvey and Lucile Harvey, and fur
her costs and disbursements
This summons I8 published by or«
der of the Hon. J. W, Knowles, Judge
of the Circuit Court of the Stats of
Oregon for Union County, which or«
der was made and entered in” sald
court on the 20th day of January,
1910, requirin~ th's summons to be
published once each week for -six
successive woeks, In the La Grande
Weekly Observer. The date of the
first publication of this summons is
the 21st day of January, 1910,
EUGENE ASHWILL,
Attorney for the Plaintiff,
J 21-28 T 4-11-18-236 M 4.

NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION.

U. 8 Land Oflee at La Grande, Ore
gon, January 24th, 1910,

Notice I8 hereby given that Adolph
Laver, of La Grande, Oregon, who,
on January 3d, 1905, made Homestead
Eotry No, 14038, Serlal No. 04326,
for SE 1-4 NE 14, B 1-2 8B 14,
Sec. 17, NE 1-4 NE 1-4, Sectlon 20,
Township 4 BSouth, Range 88 East,
Willamette Meridian, has filed notice
of intentlon to make final Five Year
Proof, o establish claim to the land
above described, before the Register
and Recelver, United States Land
Office, at La Grande, Oregon, on the
15th day of March, 1910.

Claimant names as witnesses: '

Henry J. Rehen,
James Shilling.
Fred Pohrman, all of La Grande,
Oregon,
F. C. BRAMWELT.
: Reglster,

r

are hereby required to present the

John Shilling, Jr. J




