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OPINIONS ON
STATUTES:

La CGrande, Oregon, November 13—

To the Editor:—Several announce-
ments have appearad of late ian the Ob-
server stating the determination of the
local fruit inspector to emforce the
Jaw against the selling of wormy and
digeased frult in this county.

1 think the local Inspector, Mr,
Oldenburg, |s mistaken in his construe
tion of the intemt of the law In some
of s provisions. 1 take B from the
reading of the law and its nrmus,
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be obtained is to prevent the spreading | ]
of ruit pests and the disease of frvslti
and trees. He seems o think the Intent |
of the law is to prohibit the sale of |
worm eaten fruit and to prevent the '
consumption of the same In the In-
terests of pure food for the people,
This law has no connection with the
question of nure food, and in the
matter of inter-state business the

jurisdiction would be vested in federal |

offleiais.

The sections of the law relating to
the aselling of shipments of infected
or diseased frult are as follows: —

Section 4194, It shall be unlawful
for any person, firm or corporation to
tinport or sall sny Infected or disenavd
friuit of any kind in the state of Ore-
gon, _

Sactlon 4196, BEvery person who
packs or propares for shipment to any
point within the state, or dellvers or
causes to be delivered to any express
agent or rallway agent or other per
801, or o any transportation company
o* ecorporation for shipment to any
et without the state fralt or frualis
eithar fresh, cured or dried that Is In-
fected with Insect pebts or diseases
injurious to trees, shrubs, plants fruit
or vegetables Is gullty of a misdomean
or.

The violation of the law largely de-
pends on the definition of the word
“Infected.” We are Infected with mos-
quitoes and flles when the little biters
are Lere and when fly papr is in de-
mand. This country is Infested with
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shores or its navy is bombarding mn-1

fortifications, It signifies an act in
the process of being consumated. It
means the present and not the past
tenge. At this time of the year It is
well known that the worms have all
gone out of the apples and they are
no longer infested. They are only scar
red and have small holes In them
where the worms have been, The

an enemy whea its armiea are on our
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and files and mosquitoes gone to thelr
winter quarters. It 18 the habit of the

worm to make its escape from the ap-
ple in about two weeks after it has
enteéred., Then it crawls down the
Hmbs of the tree to a hiding place in
the bark or the ground. It is the orch-
ard that s infested after the apples
hove matured. .

In this view of the case most of the
worm eaten apples have been disposed
of in one way and another during ali
of the seasons past, and there is but
little doubt but that tney will be dis-
posed of this year. They have heen
shipped to Walla Walla and other
places in car loads. They have boen
sold by the ton to the fruit dryer. The

tities of them. Farmers have come in
from the country from eight and ten
miles around and have bought wagon
lanas of them Peddlers nave taker
‘the mby the wagon load and sold them
in the mines and camps and towns In
every direction. People of humhle
means have filled up their sacks and
boxes and have
supply for their winters consumption.
The inspector can probably find I a
thousand howes In Union county ap-
ple sauce thal has bean prapared bvl
the thrifty housewife from apples that |
have been “ afested” by tha effaction

ful!y peeled and the small hole that !
| has been made by the worm is cut out
|with a knife so that the refuse matter
(that is deposited by the worm Is re-|
moved #0 that nothing goes into thﬁ1

lpot or the apple “sass” but the pura |

i bart of the apple, This does not hold
{true In making cidar, vinegar, dried
| Or evaporated apples, and other food
prodncls wherein the apple is ground
rar cut up in the process of preparlns[

||*ru.lu- ts for food or drink.

If the question hinges as a matter |

20 vure food the 15ing of worm egton |

iapple in the preparatin of family food |
:h.m all the other methods of manufac- |
ture “skinned to a frazzle.”

I

Besldes, where such a large percent- :
tirg the worm holes out, an1 cook and |

@:* the balancs of ‘ite npple it 13 ﬂ.oins'
to.be a bard matter of any inspector |
be he avar 8o viz'lan:, *5 .ut off the !
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vinegar man has bought up large qm_

people of small means who cannot af-
ford to buy the “fancy pack" at prices
ranging from $1.50 per box when Lhey

can g=i a cheaper article. 1t is reporied
that some peldlcss scll thede app.es
by the box for 15 can's fur tne Lox
and charge nothoing for tho apples
They do not wish to get into trouble
with the officers, A conversation was
vverheard where one of the must ve-
epected citizens 21 La Grunde sald w
a frult grower “hring me m the sp-
ples and I will ae¢a that the froit n
spector don't know any thing about it.
I can't afford to bay those high priced
apples.” Every twiit and turn Is mods
to beat the devil uhout the bush. ard
it l¢ a crying shame to pu* peuple Lis
surh a hypoeritical position in «roer
tha: they may get waar they my »-
glly need and have n riglt te hsie,
One warehouse-man says to a garty
war ting fruit that has be:a cnl:ed ont
in shipping: “There i3 the frult (uke
it ajong when you po anl leave tre

laid up a plentiful key business” and sknlldugne; v

of the codling moth, The apple is care-—l

morpey on the table, Yuu know thut 1
am not allowed to aall it. ' Such “mon-
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(Continued on Page 7.)
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