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LAND FRAUD CASE

The indictment, trial and con-
victidn of four persons in the
United States court at Portland
recentty for conspicacy to de-
fraud the Unitad States by pro-
curing patent to lands by the
means of perjury, forgery and
false certificates of officials, will,
doubtless, have a purifying ef-
fecton the mede of securing
public lands, and - secure the
United States from future im-
position, which will be very
gratifying to the general public,
and especially so to the U. 8
officials in charge ' of the Land
To the mass of
the people of Oregon the result
of the trial has been empbatio~
ally pleasing, as it refutes the
assumption, largely accredited
as true in other states and more
pronovnced in Washington City
that people of Oregon are so eal -
oused in conscience that they
look, if not with favor, at least
with indifference upon the per-
petrators of the most outrageous
frauds upon the general gov-
ernment; or in other words,
that poblic opinions imOregon
sustains “lapnd grabbiog.”

There are,; unfortunately for
che good name of Oregon, too
facts that can be cited of

tmost viliacous transaction that

|

=148 vigorously as it is ia possiblp

o

§¢ |smirched the good name of Ure-.

mon people of Oregon, know
that. {l_m* detest such raacality

for hqpoaty to abhor meanness.
.are traneactions that have

gon having been perpetrated
during the business transactions
between private citizens and
United States officials, wherein
the people haye uno voice or
hand, and of which they have
no knowledge or means of know-
ing, they were powerless to pre-
vent them; however strong their
suspicions may have been that
crookedness was going on, and
| therefore they remained silent,
not by way of approval, but be~

cause they had no legal medium
through which to operate. In

other words they have no loga.l
right to bpoome inspectors of
the U. 8. Land ' Offices and in=~
formers on wrong doing the‘rq-.
in.

The fact that in a court in
Oregon, presided over by a
judge that came &1 Oregon 8o
early in life that he is practical-
ly & native of the state, and by
the way a dmocut,wtth & jury {20
selected from - the body of the
county, with most probably
mixed politics, convicted the

public opinion in Oregon does
not sustain  wrong _doing * and
fraud against the government,|6th
and that the people of Oregon,
when they have a legal right to
express their disapproval of un-
law!ul acts, will do so in lan-
guage most emphatic.

Just how far reaching the ef-
feots ou.hu trisl will ' be is not|er
yet determinable, or how many
of those who by their careless
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good natnre or corrupt conniv-
ances haye rendered such ras-
cglly aotd possible, as the testi-
mony atthe trial revealed, will
be held respopsible for the
smirgh the fair name of the
state.has received, remains for
people to determine. But it is
quite evident that ths class of
minor officers, notary publiocs,
U. 8. Commissioners, and coun~
ty clerks that are clothed by the
law with the important power
to administer oaths aund certify
to the appearance before them,
will in the future be more care—
ful how they perform the 1m-
portant trust reposed  in them.
Had that class of  officery been
careful to know that the persons
who appeared befoge them to
make oaths . to .affidaiyis. ko be

were in reality thepersone they -
pretended to be ‘and  refused to
certify to the pernonnl;ty of per.
sons they knew not, the conspi-
Jrators could nok have carried
out sheir nefarious, uplgqm of

perjury to government land, and
the good name of Oregon would
not now require defense from a
most damaging imputation,
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Pay Up
The public is bereby notified that
I bave disposedof my feed store to
J. W. White and 1 desire to thank
the public generally for sheir liberal
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