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Election: Challenger seeks to shake up Marion County

Bill Poehler

Salem Statesman Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK

Danielle Bethell is known for her community involve-
ment, such as successful fundraising efforts for turf
fields at McNary High School and her time on the board
of the Salem-Keizer School District.

Ashley Carson Cottingham is known for her work as
director of state and federal departments involving the
care of the elderly and people with disabilities.

The Republican (Bethell) and the Democrat (Carson
Cottingham) are facing off with Libertarian William H.
Johnson Jr. and Independent Drake Foust in the race to
replace departing Sam Brentano on the Marion County
Commission in the Nov. 3 general election.

The position pays $103,251.20 per year.

The winner will serve a four-year term alongside cur-
rent county commissioners Kevin Cameron and Colm
Willis, whose terms run through 2022. Republicans have
held a monopoly on the commission since 1976.

“Yes, Marion County is a partisan commission, and I
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Cottingham

Bethell

thinkit'simportant that it is becauseit’s helped us main-
tain a business-like structure to where we don't get out
over our skis financially, and we have to maintain that
relationship with our community,” said Bethell, who
lives in Keizer.

Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, the county comimis-
sioners were largely overlooked by many of the 350,000
people in the district, but their jobs have become in-
creasingly well-known in the reopening process and fol-
lowing the wildfires in the Santiam Canyon.

“I think absolutely it's come into very clear view the

A petition is circulating to rename North Fork Park in memory of Wyatt Tofte, a 13-year-old boy who died in

the Beachie Creek Fire near Lyons. ABIGAIL DOLLINS/STATESMAN JOURNAL

Effort underway to rename
park for wildfire victim

eth Kezar has never met the family. He only knows their harrowing story. e Their paths

may have crossed at some point on North Fork Road SE in Lyons, maybe even at North

Fork Park. His dad owns property not far from the park and down the road from where

Chris Tofte and Angela Mosso rented a home. @ The Beachie Creek Fire gutted that
stretch of the Santiam Canyon. e Kezar struggled at the thought of so many people losing so
much — none more than Chris and Angela. e Their 13-year-old son died.
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But Kezar also saw hope through the smoke and
ash. The park would eventually recover. The
Douglas fir, bigleaf maple, vine maple and cedar
trees would be replanted. People would return to
its sandy beaches, rock ledges and emerald green
pools. Perhaps it would be renamed.

And then Kezar thought of Wyatt Tofte. What if
the park could be renamed in his memory?

Kezar, who lives in Salem, launched a petition
to gather support. Wyatt's extended family
reached out and shared that North Fork Park was

one of the boy’s favorite places
where he spent time each summer.

Now they're involved, too.

“At first, [ thought someone from
the family was doing it because this
is a place Wyatt loved to be,” said
Coby Bertalotto, Angela’s nephew
and Wyatt's cousin who lives in
Eastern Oregon. “Then 1 heard
someone we don't even know was doing it and
thought, “‘Wow, for someone to go out of their way

Wyatt Tofte

See PARK, Page 4A

Canning supply dwindles
amid COVID-19 pandemic

Dana Sparks
Register-Guard
USA TODAY NETWORK

Though the COVID-19 pandemic may take respon=
sibility for much of life’s disruptions this year, the
shortages and price gouging of canning supplies has
its roots in the 2019 “snowpocalypse.”

People across Oregon are struggling to find lids and
jars available locally for canning season. The appar=
ent shortage, compounded by the pandemic, has
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driven up prices exponentially and inspired a danger-
ous reversion to outdated preserving practices,
tempting botulism outbreaks.

“What we're finding is that basically we went from
toilet paper hoarding to canning supply hoarding.
And the other finding is it’s actually a spillover from
last year’s ‘Snowmageddon,” said Denise Fennell, the
program director for the Master Food Preservers Pro=
gram for Home Food Safety and Preservation of the

See CANNING, Page 4A
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role of the county in a number of areas since the begin-
ning of the year, public health being one,” said Carson
Cottingham, who lives in Salem.

“Knowing the role the public health division plays in
each county is huge. The role has turned to the county to
figure out how do we get out of this mess?”

Bethell's campaign raised $153,963 as of Oct. 12 and
had $33,501 on hand, according to records filed with the
Secretary of State’s office.

Her largest campaign contributions were in-kind do-
nations of $57,252 from Women's Leadership Coalition
PAC, a group with directors employed by Oregon Right to
Life. She also received a total of $7,500 from Oregon
Right to Life PAC and smaller donations from each of the
three current county commissioners.

Carson Cottingham’s campaign raised $60,660 as of
Oct. 12 and had $42,209 on hand. Citizen Action for Po-
litical Education gave a total of $5,500 to her campaign.

Foust, of Salem, filed to run for the position as an In-
dependent, though his name was not included on the

See ELECTION, Page 2A

Q&A: DAVE WARNACK

Forest Service
boss talks about
2020 wildfires

Explains handling of
Beachie Creek Fire

Zach Urness
Salem Statesman Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK

Dave Warnack took the reins of Willamette Na-
tional Forest at a remarkable time.

Hired as U.S. Forest Service supervisor for 1.6 mil-
lion acres of public land east of the Willamette Valley,
his first summer saw COVID-19 and unprecedented
wildfires in the Santiam and McKenzie River can-
yons,

Warnack made decisions about how to fight the
Beachie Creek Fire in its earliest stages
and was in Gates Labor Day night,
when downed power lines ignited
multiple fires on an elite firefighting
command post, as one of the worst
natural disasters in Oregon history
unfolded.

“I'm still pretty raw,” he said at the
beginning of an interview that covered
decisions the Forest Service made be-
fore, during and after the Labor Day fires.

Warnack and Forest Service wildfire expert and
researcher Rick Stratton talked about the rise of ex-
treme fire weather, decisions made in fighting the
Beachie Creek Fire and how the agency will balance
safety versus access in reopening beloved places like
the Opal Creek and Mount Jefferson areas.

The questions and answers have been edited for
clarity.

Question: What lessons have you taken away
from this, now that we're more than a month past La-
bor Day? We covered these fires very closely before
Labor Day and while everyone knew something big
could happen, I don’t think anybody expected this.
What has been most striking in looking back?

Dawve Warnack: Every fire season has lessons to be
learned, and obviously this will be a big one. I think
we're going to have some things to learn particularly
around these dynamic shifts in the weather that
we're seeing and the fact that maybe our frames of
reference (for wildfires) are not appropriate with the
conditions we're seeing. We've learned that we have
a new frame of reference for what’s possible.

Dave
Warnack

Q: One thing that jumped out to me, Rick, was
that, when you looked at the communities at greatest
risk of catastrophic wildfire, the Santiam Canyon
towns didn’t show up on that list. It was primarily
around Medford and Bend. Detroit had high fire dan-
ger, but certainly not down to Mill City and Lyons. I'm
not sure we even thought it was possible. Has some-
thing fundamentally changed?

Rick Stratton: There's not an easy answer, but two
things stick out. First, as we do large fire burn prob-
abilities, the Pacific Northwest is the place that's
changing the most in the entire country. In the last 15
years, we've seen some places double or triple for
burn probability. We always expected big fire move-
ment in Southwest Oregon and maybe up in the
Umpqua National Forest (near Roseburg). But now
we're starting to see that on the Willamette and Hood
national forests (outside Salem and Portland). This
was an extremely rareweather event, but atakehome
is that most places in Oregon are a potential fire envi
ronment. We have to understand that if conditiong
areright, that this can happen. It doesn’'t mean it will,
but the reality is that we have to harden homes and
emphasize defensive space even in places that might
not have jumped out in the past.

A second thing tounderstand that ... with the pow
er lines coming down those ignitions were so close tg
homes, there just wasn't a lot of time. Because of the
weather and multiple ignitions, all we could focus on
was getting people out and trying to keep major travel
corridors open.

Q: Speaking of the rare weather event, there were
a lot of warning signs in advance of the Labor Day

See Q&A, Page 3A



