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PUBLIC NOTICE ANNOUNCING THE AVAILABILITY OF AN 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

US DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Rural Business Services (RBS)

Bighorn Solar Site: Notice of Availability of an Environmental Assessment 

AGENCY: Rural Business Services, USDA 

ACTION: Notice of Availability of an Environmental Assessment

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that the Rural Business Services, as required by the 

National Environmental Policy Act, is issuing an Environmental Assessment (EA) in connection 

with possible impacts related to a project proposed by the Bighorn Solar, LLC (Applicant). The 

applicant is proposing the construction of a 2.2 megawatt (MW) solar facility (Project) located 

approximately 1.7 miles southeast of the town of Hayesville in Marion County, Oregon. The 

proposed Project consists of an approximately 12-acre portion of a larger 367-acre parcel in 

Marion County. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Michael Beyer, State Environmental Coordinator 

at (503) 414-3368, 1220 SW 3rd Avenue, Suite 1801, Portland, Oregon 97204 michael.beyer@

usda.gov. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Applicant’s proposed project would use ground-

mounted, fi xed tilt solar arrays, consisting of photovoltaic (PV) modules, inverters, and 

associated racking and electrical equipment. The Project would have a generating capacity of 

4,064 megawatt-hours (MWh) of energy per year and would sell this energy to Portland General 

Electric (PGE) under a long-term fi xed power purchase agreement. When constructed, the 

solar arrays and associated components would be no more than 10 feet in height and would 

be surrounded by 7-foot tall chain link security fence. The facility will be located on privately-

owned property in Marion County, Oregon.

Environmental Resources Management, Inc. consultant, prepared an Environmental 

Assessment for RBS that describes the project, assesses the proposed project’s environmental 

impacts, and summarizes, as applicable, any mitigation measures used to minimize 

environmental effects. RBS has conducted an independent evaluation of the Environmental 

Assessment and believes that it accurately assesses the impacts of the proposed project. No 

signifi cant impacts are expected as a result of the construction of the project. 

Questions and comments should be sent to RBS at the address provided. RBS will accept 

questions and comments on the environmental assessment for 14 days from the date of 

publication of this notice.

Any fi nal action by RBS related to the proposed project will be subject to, and contingent upon, 

compliance with all relevant Federal environmental laws and regulations and completion of 

environmental review procedures as prescribed by 7 CFR Part 1970, Environmental Policies and 

Procedures. 

A general location map of the proposal is shown below. 

Dated: January 28, 2020

Michael Beyer, State Environmental Coordinator

The program saves about $450 to
$500 that would normally be charged
for a camping experience that includes
the rental of fi�ve yurts or cabins at each
participating park.

The program, called the Explorer
Series, is geared toward organizations
or nonprofi�ts that can bring members on
the camping trip. Those looking to par-
ticipate must submit an application by
March 6 “detailing an ability to adminis-
ter the program and commitment to
serving communities that are underrep-
resented in the outdoors,” a news re-
lease said. 

“Surveys show some segments of
Oregon’s population do not camp or vis-
it state parks, or at least not in numbers
that parallel their population,” said Cai-
lin O’Brien-Feeney, director of the Ore-
gon Offi�ce of Outdoor Recreation. 

O’Brien-Feeney said the idea arose
when Oregon Gov. Kate Brown’s Task
Force on the Outdoors looked at surveys
showing who was visiting state parks —
and who wasn’t.

Non-white minorities make up 24
percent of Oregon’s population but only
12 to 13 percent of state park visitors, ac-
cording to the surveys. He said those
with disabilities and members of the
LGBTQ plus community had similar
gaps.

“In partnering with community-
based organizations, we hope together
we can make the outdoors more acces-
sible to these populations,” O’Brien-

Feeney said. “This is a pilot program and
will be a learning experience.”

A panel of state parks staff� and oth-
ers will evaluate applications and select
recipients.

“Organizations will be responsible
for selecting program participants, and
supporting them in preparation for the
camping trip,” the news release said.
“Preference will be given to organiza-
tions that demonstrate a plan to con-
tinue to support participants’ engage-
ment with the outdoors after the camp-
ing trip ends.”

The program will cost the agency
around $4,500 in lost fees. That gap will
be made up with funds coming in from
the “fl�exible fees” program that will see
the cost of camping increase at some of
Oregon’s most popular state parks this
year, to pay for discounts at others. 

The parks open to the program span
the state, including from Cape Lookout
on the Coast to Silver Falls in the valley
and Prineville Reservoir in Eastern Ore-
gon. The trips will take place at diff�erent
times of the year. 

“So much research shows that
spending time outside corresponds
with better mental and physical health,”
Sumption said. “We need to do what we
can as an agency to ensure all Orego-
nians have equitable access to state
parks and the associated health bene-
fi�ts.”

Zach Urness has been an outdoors re-
porter, photographer and videographer
in Oregon for 12 years. Urness can be
reached at zurness@StatesmanJour-
nal.com or (503) 399-6801. Find him on
Twitter at @ZachsORoutdoors.

One of the secluded cabins at Silver Falls State Park. PHOTO COURTESY OF OREGON

PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT
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MARION AND POLK COUNTY

Semi-annual restaurant inspections
from Dec. 4 to Dec. 26.

A&W

Location: 1215 W Washington St.,
Stayton

Date: Dec. 26
Score: 100
No priority violations

Antojitos Zaragoza

Location: 611 N Pacifi�c Hwy., Wood-
burn

Date: Dec. 24
Score: 95
Priority violations
❚ Potentially hazardous food is not

maintained at proper hot or cold holding
temperatures, specifi�cally: Milk 43-
44°F on bottom shelf inside the bever-
age refrigerator. Horchata 44°F in duel
drink dispenser; liquid stationary.
Cubed meat 45-47°F in shallow pan, pa-
pusa mix 50°F stacked high, tripa 46°F
stacked high and cut lettuce 44°F
stacked high at the cookline cold rail
section of the refrigerator. Rice 99-113°F
and chicken 88-93°F in the center of
their containers at the steam-table.
Point deduction: 5.

Arby’s

Location: 940 Lancaster Drive NE,
Salem

Date: Dec. 19
Score: 100
No priority violations

The Aurora Colony Pub

Location: 21568 Hwy. 99E, Aurora
Date: Dec. 19
Score: 95
Priority violations
❚ Poisonous or toxic materials are

not properly separated or located, spe-
cifi�cally: Containers of bleach, degreas-
er, grill cleaner, chafi�ng fuel and other
cleaning chemicals stored above boxes
of tortillas, baking mix, canola oil and
open bag of food powder inside the
washroom. Point deduction: 5.

B & G Bingo

Location: 1266 Lancaster Drive SE,
Salem

Date: Dec. 26
Score: 95
Priority violations
❚ Potentially hazardous food is not

maintained at proper hot or cold holding
temperatures, specifi�cally: Ham, turkey,
roast beef, shredded cheese, olives, cut
lettuce 54-56°F in top of sandwich prep

cooler. Point deduction: 5.

The Boondocks

Location: 318 N Main St., Falls City
Date: Dec. 20
Score: 100
No priority violations

Burger Hut

Location: 3345 Pacifi�c Hwy., Hub-
bard

Date: Dec. 19
Score: 94
Priority violations
❚ Ready-to-eat food is not properly

date-marked, specifi�cally: Date mark-
ing method is inconsistent inside the
reach-in: some staff� dating with month/
year and some date marking with the
month/date. Food removed from the
freezer are not re-date marked once
placed back in the refrigerator. Point
deduction: 3.

❚ A consumer advisory is not provid-
ed, is not presented in the correct for-
mat, or does not contain the required in-
formation, specifi�cally: Disclosure and
reminder missing on the new menu.
Point deduction: 3.

Cafe Yumm!

Location: 2755 Commercial St. SE,
Suite 100, Salem

Date: Dec. 23
Score: 100
No priority violations

Capitol Coffee

Location: 555 Court St. SE, Salem
Date: Dec. 23
Score: 100
No priority violations

Capitol Coffee Annex

Location: 100 High St. NE, Salem
Date: Dec. 23
Score: 100
No priority violations

Capricorn Catering

Location: 1635 SE Miller Ave., Dallas
Date: Dec. 24
Score: 100
No priority violations

Carnitas Tacambaro

Location: 4473 41st Ave. NE, Salem
(mobile unit)

Date: Dec. 20
Score: N/A
Priority violations
❚ Raw or ready-to-eat food is not

properly protected from cross-contami-

nation, specifi�cally: Raw in-shell eggs
stored above ready-to-eat food items in
the up-right refrigerator.

❚ Potentially hazardous food is not
maintained at proper hot or cold holding
temperatures, specifi�cally: Beans in
steamer are at 71F.

Casa Baez Restaurant

Location: 1292 Lancaster Drive NE,
Salem

Date: Dec. 12 (reinspected Dec. 20)
Score: 95
Dec. 12: Priority violations
❚ Food-contact surfaces of equip-

ment and utensils are not properly san-
itized after cleaning, specifi�cally: No
sanitizer residual in fi�nal rinse of dish
machine. Point deduction: 5.

Dec. 20: No priority violations

Cherry City Sweet Spot

Location: 1190 Broadway St. NE, Sa-
lem (mobile unit)

Date: Dec. 23
Score: N/A
No priority violations

Country Cottage Restaurant

Location: 1776 Country Club Road,
Woodburn

Date: Dec. 16 (reinspected Dec. 23)
Score: 95
Dec. 16: Priority violations
❚ Potentially hazardous food is not

maintained at proper hot or cold holding
temperatures, specifi�cally: Diced pota-
toes 45-47°F, raw pork 44-45°F, raw
ground meat 44°F, raw sausage 45°F on
bottom layer of the cookline refrigerator.
Point deduction: 5.

Dec. 23: No priority violations

The Covered Bridge Cafe

Location: 510 N 3rd Ave., Stayton
Date: Dec. 26
Score: 95
Priority violations
❚ Potentially hazardous food is not

maintained at proper hot or cold holding
temperatures, specifi�cally: Sliced toma-
toes in prep cooler heaped above the fi�ll
line, measuring 54°F at top of heap and
40°F at bottom of container. Point de-
duction: 5.

Crush Wine Bar and Tasting Room

Location: 105 E Main St., Monmouth
Date: Dec. 20
Score: 100
No priority violations

RESTAURANT INSPECTIONS

See INSPECTIONS, Page 2B


