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Mt. Angel getting a new mayor

Christena Brooks
Special to Salem Statesman Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK

Mt. Angel mayor resigns

Andrew Otte has resigned as mayor
of Mt. Angel because he’s moved out of
the city limits.

After six years on the volunteer job as
mayor, Otte announced his resignation
at the city council’s Aug. 5 meeting. The
city charter requires all members of the
council, including the mayor, to live in-
side municipal limits.

Council President Kelly Grassman
has temporarily assumed all mayoral
duties until councilors vote to appoint
someone to the position. That appoin-
tee will then serve through the end of
2020, when Otte’s two-year term ex-
pires.

The November 2020 election will de-
cide the next mayor.

Playhouse cancels ‘Castle of the
Rose’

Brush Creek Playhouse has canceled
all performances of “Castle of the Rose,”
originally set to run through Aug. 18.

Showings were canceled “due to un-
foreseen circumstances,” according to a
news release published by Silverton
Chamber of Commerce. Michael Wood
and Michele Nowlin were directors.

Upcoming plays “Dracula” and
“Christmas Belles” are still on the
schedule for fall and winter, according
to the playhouse’s website, http://
www.brushcreekplayhouse.com/

‘Wired to the Landscape’ at
Lunaria

Through Sept. 2, Lunaria Gallery pre-
sents an exhibit of current work by art-
ists Jane Castelan-Buccola and Robert
Fox. Castelan-Buccola contributes col-
orful abstract paintings to Fox’s fanciful
sculpted flowers and images.

In the loft, the exhibit, OHMYGOSH-
BOTS & kindafishy’ features assem-
blages and sculptures by Deb Wallig.

Lunaria, at 113 N. Water St., is open
daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Fees
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2015-16 school year, and Corvallis and
Astoria have followed.

“They had done this, and it was
something that we had wanted to do
right then,” Gardner said.

Fees vary by school

Schools such as Stayton added ath-
letic participation fees in the late 1990s
and early 2000s to make up for finan-
cial shortfalls after declining school
funding.

OSAA Executive Director Peter We-
ber said fees for sports are set by each
school district, and the prices vary
greatly.

At Kennedy HiIgh School in Mt. An-
gel, the fee is $100 per student per sport
with caps of $200 per individual and
$475 per family per school year.

In the Salem-Keizer school district,
the fee is $175 per sport with a cap of
$350 per school year and a family cap of
$700 per school year.

Most schools offer reduced fees for
students receiving free or reduced-
price lunches, such as at Dallas, which
charges $35 per sport instead of the
usual $160.

Others, such as Jefferson, offer hard-
ship scholarships to cover the fees.

Though most public schools charge
fees to take part in some classes, the
majority of fees are charged for those
who play sports.

For students who play a sport year-
round outside of the school sports envi-
ronment, the costs grow astronomically
because of what club programs charge,
travel costs and equipment.

“Honestly it starts to approach a
couple thousand dollars when you're
looking at all the parts of it,” said Steve
Frank, of Stayton whose daughter will
play soccer at Stayton this fall.

Students at Stayton will continue to
pay an Associated Student Body fee of
$30 per student. The same fee is $40 at
Salem-Keizer schools.

Students participating in golf or
swimming at Stayton will pay a $30 fee
as those sports are held at off-site ven-
ues that the school has to pay for its
teams to use.

Shryock said when he was at McKay
and Silverton as head basketball coach,
those funds were set aside specifically
for the athletic departments. At Stay-
ton, it was added to the general fund.

Coaching staff as collection
agency

Collecting the fees was never fun.
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“When we discussed this, how much
time had our administrators and coach-
es spent tracking down kids to get their
fees?” Gardner said.

“It kind of turned schools into a col-
lection agency.”

The $75,000 Stayton raised from the
fees each year made up a small percent-
age of the school's approximate
$500,000 budget for athletics and ac-
tivities.

Gardner said the North Santiam
School Board in June approved a bud-
get which allows it to use part of the in-
terest it accrues on its budget surplus to
make up for the lost revenue.

He said part of what took the district
so long to eliminate the fee was to make
sure it is viable in the long term.

“We would not have wanted to do
this if it was tenuous and then been on-
again, off-again,” Gardner said.

Gardner said the school board iden-
tified co-curricular programs such as
sports and activities such as band as vi-
tal to the success of students and want-
ed to put an increased emphasis on get-
ting kids involved in them.

The district is in line to receive ap-
proximately $561,000 under Measure
98, which passed in 2016 and is intend-
ed to prevent students from dropping
out and boosting career and technical
education.

But Gardner said the district doesn’t

intend for those funds to make up the
shortfall.

There are other ways at Stayton to
help athletes financially.

The Ty Hart Memorial Foundation,
named for the former Stayton athlete
who died in a Marine helicopter acci-
dent in 2016 in Hawaii, provides funds
for equipment for students at that
school and at others.

“Any kids who needs any equipment
to play a sport or do an activity, they
have been very generous in supplying
that,” Shryock said. “With the elimina-
tion of fees, any kid doesn’t have to use
a dime out of their pocket to play a
sport.”

bpoehler@StatesmanJournal.com or
Twitter.com/bpoehler

Athletic participation fees by high
schools

Stayton free
Kennedy $100
Cascade $100
Jefferson $100
Dallas $160
North Salem $175
McKay $175
McNary $175
South Salem $175
Sprague $175
West Salem $175

Crossings
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Circumstances can sometimes be
unusual. In Eugene, a woman was hit by

atrain and killed in 2014 while chasing a
dog off the tracks. In a 2018 incident, a
man was hit by a train and injured in
Portland while chasing his girlfriend on
foot, state data show.

"These are adults who should know
better," she said. "They're not young

Obituaries

Kathleen Mary Holmes (Benedict)

SALEM - Kathleen Mary Holmes (Benedict) was
born on December 26, 1924. With her parents,
Joseph and Teresa Benedict (Hottinger), and older
sister, Lorene (Elia), she was raised in Verboort,

Oregon.

Early in Kathleen’s childhood, her mother sensed
her daughter’s creative nature and affinity for music.
Hence, piano lessons for Kathleen became a priority.

Kathleen entered the Sisters of St. Mary of Oregon
when she was 15 years old. She remained a member
of the religious order for 31 years. During this time,
she received a solid spiritual and educational for- b

mation. Her ministry was primarily teaching music Wthh included piano
lessons for youth and adults, choral arranging and conducting, and organ
accompaniment for liturgical celebrations. Kathleen also studied gerontol-
ogy and received a Master’s Degree in this field from Columbia University.

Following Kathleen’s decision to leave the Sisters of St. Mary in 1971, she
moved to San Diego, CA and continued to teach piano. Eventually, she
married Basil Holmes. With his encouragement, she worked as a probation
officer for San Diego county. Also, thanks to Basil’s insistence, the couple
purchased a baby grand piano which Kathleen prized and played daily until

the last few weeks of her life.

After Basil died, Kathleen moved to Mt. Shasta, CA where she pursued
her interests in music, art and spirituality. Later, encouraged by family
members to return to the Northwest, she lived in Gresham and Troutdale for
awhile. In 2008, she moved to the Towers Retirement Center in Mt. Angel.
She greatly enjoyed her eight years there. She volunteered as organist for
Sunday Masses at the Towers, as well as for Providence Benedictine Nursing
Center. Until her late 80s, she gave piano lessons to some residents of the
Towers and members of Mt. Angel community.

In 2016, due to declining health, Kathleen moved to Providence Benedic-
tine Orchard House assisted living — with her cherished piano. Her music,
enjoyed by residents and staff, wafted through the halls each day. Kathleen
often expressed her gratitude for her new home as “a very good place to
live”. She was especially grateful for the spiritual benefits, the peacefulness,

and kindness of everyone.

Kathleen died peacefully on August 1st, 2019. She is survived by several
nieces, nephews, cousins and extended family. A Memorial Mass will be
celebrated on Friday, August 16th at 11:30 a.m. in the chapel of Providence
Benedictine Nursing Center, 540 South Main St., Mt. Angel, OR 97362. In
lieu of flowers, the family suggests donations to Providence Benedictine
Orchard House, c/o Business Office. (Same address as above.)

kids."

Policy decisions for railroad safety
aren't always easy or simple. For exam-
ple, cities can request "quiet zones" in
designated areas where trains cannot
blow whistles.

Salem has a quiet zone at12 crossings
of the Union Pacific Railroad line
stretching from Mill Street Southeast to
Silverton Road Northeast.

The Federal Railroad Administration
is required to sign off on plans for the
quiet zones, which typically require ad-
ditional signage warning drivers and
pedestrians. But Union Pacific opposes
quiet zones as a matter of policy, saying
they endanger public safety.

Other factors in play include Orego-
nians' heavy use of different modes of
transportation, including walking and
biking.

Out of the 154 crashes over the past10
years, 33 involved pedestrians and nine
involved someone hit on a bicycle. Of
those, six pedestrians and one bicyclist
were in Marion County.

"Particularly in Salem proper, as op-
posed to Marion County as a whole,
you've got the UP (Union Pacific) main
line running in a very congested area
with alot of cars, alot of pedestrians, so
the risk is going to go up," said Claudia
Howells, former head of the transporta-
tion department's rail division and a
volunteer with Operation Lifesaver, a
nonprofit that educates the public about
railroad safety in Oregon.

Education and outreach

A state analysis 0f 120 railroad cross-
ing accidents found that more than half
— 65 crossings — already were
equipped with active equipment to
warn highway users of trains.

"You don't actually want to signalize
every crossing,' Howells said. "That
would be like putting a traffic signal at
every traffic intersection."

Instead, goals in the state's crossing
safety plan includes a combination of
education and outreach, increased data
collection — including when trains have
"near misses" at intersections — and
looking for more funding options for
crossing equipment.

ODOT's rail division, which regulates
crossings in Oregon, has limited staff for
doing outreach. So it partners with Op-
eration Lifesaver, a nonprofit that gives
presentations at schools, fairs and other
venues to raise awareness.

Steven Kreins, the volunteer execu-
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group did about 200 presentations in
2018 and has reached nearly 24,000
people. They also work with other
groups, such as bus drivers and police
officers.

Krein said the group's education ef-
forts include not only crossing safety,
but also outreach about trespassing —
walking on or near railroad tracks.

"I don't think a lot of people even un-
derstand it's illegal," he said.

Family searches for answers

Jack Rice was bicycling on State
Street in Salem when he crossed the
railroad tracks at12th Street. It was Aug.
30, 2018.

An Amtrak train slammed into him.
Witnesses told police that Rice — a 42-
year-old who recently moved to the area
and planned to attend Chemeketa Com-
munity College — flew through the air
across State Street.

He died instantly.

The Amtrak engineer told police the
train was traveling southbound at about
34 mph, within the designated speed for
downtown Salem. It also was in Salem's
quiet zone.

"The train is much wider and he
didn't realize he was even in the way of
the train," said Rice's mother, Shirley Ir-
win. "The law in Salem is the train's not
supposed to make a whistle noise."

As a result, the Amtrak train wasn't
blowing its whistle — not until the engi-
neer saw Rice approaching the tracks
and he pulled the whistle as an emer-
gency warning.

Rice didn't seem to notice.

He appeared to stop on the tracks,
looking forward but never over at the
train, according to witnesses. Based on
that, the engineer told police it appeared
Rice thought he wasn't on the tracks.

His sister, Jessica Rice of Nashville,
Tenn., said the family doesn't know ex-
actly how events unfolded. But she said
the crossing has the potential for dan-
ger, given it's in a quiet zone and it
crosses such a busy street.

"We do have large concerns that
nothing is going to be changed and we
don't want this happening to any other
family," she said. "Anything we can do to
create awareness around it and how it
can be changed is definitely what we
want."

Ben Botkin covers Oregon state gov-
ernment. You can reach him at bbot-
kin@StatesmanJournal.com, 503-399-
6687 or follow him on Twitter @BenBot-
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