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backpack and ride horses on public
lands. It’s a system that treats hiking in
a way similar to fishing or hunting,
which have long been more regulated.

Officials say skyrocketing crowds —
and the trash, damage and overflowing
parking lots that have followed — left
them little choice.

“We'’ve tried just about everything,”
said Matt Peterson, one of the project
leaders. “Limited entry is the best tool
we have left for protecting places that
are getting way too much use.”

The public has 45 days to object be-
fore a final decision is reached in Febru-
ary. The new permit system would begin
in 2020 and remain in effect each year
between Memorial Day and Sept. 30.

How will it work?

Under the new system, each wilder-
ness trailhead will have a quota of over-
night and day-use permits for sale.

For example, at popular Marion Lake
Trailhead, in the Mount Jefferson Wil-
derness, there will be 10 overnight group
permits and 40 day-use permits avail-
able each day.

People can purchase permits online
in advance, but a certain number will be
held to allow for “spontaneous” same-
day or next-day trips.

“The quota for each trailhead will be
different,” Peterson said. “It depends on
factors like how sensitive the area is to
impacts, how popular it is historically,
the number of campsites it has, and how
much parking there is.”

(See below for quota of each of the 80
trailheads impacted).

The cost of permits is being decided
separately. The Forest Service will come
to the public with cost proposals around
February, Allen said.

Officials stressed the system isn’t
meant to limit overall numbers. It’s
more about “redistributing” people to
avoid massive crowds in just a few
places, primarily west of Bend along
Cascade Lakes Scenic Byway.

“For some of the most popular hikes,
it will be tough to get a permit,” Peterson
said. “But if a person can’t get a permit
for a weekend in August, they might end
up going on a weekday, or in the fall, or
even trying a different area. It will redis-
tribute use in a lot of different ways.”

Why is this happening now?

The 1964 Wilderness Act defined wil-
derness as “an area where the earth and
its community of life are untrammeled
by man.”

But between Mount Jefferson and
the Three Sisters, finding solitude in
wilderness areas has been increasingly
difficult.

The population boom in Bend and
growth in the Willamette Valley have
brought more people to the mountains
each year, stressing the wilderness
areas to the breaking point, officials
said.

Visits have almost tripled in the
Three Sisters since 2011. Mount Wash-
ington was up 119 percent and Mount
Jefferson has also seen major increases.

All those extra people have had a pro-
found impact on areas that are sup-
posed to have little evidence of human
influence.

In addition to issues such as crowded
trailheads and limited campsites, wil-
derness rangers have found increased
amounts of poop, garbage and trampled

vegetation.

Rangers reported coming across un-
buried human feces more than 1,000
times in 2016. They reported hauling out
more than 1,200 pounds of trash, ac-
cording to documents.

“Idon’t even consider it a wilderness
experience,” said Chris Sabo, trail crew
supervisor for Deschutes National For-
estin a 2013 interview. “It’s almost more
of an urban park. The use is very high,
really beyond what this area can accom-
modate.”

Limited entry: already an Oregon
idea

There are a handful of places across
the West that use alimited entry system
to control crowds at iconic destinations.

The summit climb up Mount St. Hel-
ens and backcountry of The Enchant-
ments, both in Washington, have limit-
ed entry. It’s also in place at Mount
Whitney and other places in California’s
Sierra Nevada.

But perhaps the best example — and
the example this system is based upon
— can be found right here in Oregon.

Obsidian Trail (Three Sisters Wilder-
ness) and Pamelia Lake (Mount Jeffer-
son) have had limited entry since 1995.

Both places were becoming crowded
and struggling with overuse in the early
1990s. But after the permit system, both
have stabilized, seeing recovering for-
est, more wildlife and more solitude.

“I think we’ll see similar payoffs,” Al-
len said. “We have two decades of expe-
rience in seeing how this system makes
a positive difference.”

Butboth Allen and Peterson said hav-
ing limited entry on such a large scale —
across three wilderness areas and
450,000 acres — is an idea without
much precedent.

A limited entry system will be in ef-
fect at 79 different trailheads for over-
night use and 30 for day use. That’s go-
ing to require hiring new wilderness
rangers and having a streamlined distri-
bution system.

“There’s a level of uncertainty be-
cause it hasn’t been done before on this
scale,” Peterson said. “We know we’re
not going to get it perfect, which is why
we’ll be able to make adjustments as we
go. If something’s not working, we can
change it.”

Campfire ban, PCT hikers, hunting
exemptions

In addition to the permit system, offi-
cials made a few other changes.

- All campfires will be banned above
5,700 feet in the three wilderness areas.

- The trailhead for Broken Top will be
pulled back to Road 370, tacking on an
extra 1.3 miles of hiking.

- Hunters with a High Cascade deer
rifle season hunting tag will be exempt
from the permit requirement. The tag is
already a “limited draw” and usually
takes place in September.

- Thru-hikers traveling more than
500 miles on the Pacific Crest Trail will
be allowed to camp in PCT corridor —
within a quarter mile of the trail. How-
ever, PCT hikers will be prohibited from
camping in a few areas, including Jeffer-
son Park and Obsidian Limited Entry
Area.

- A “Skyline Permit” will be offered to
allow camping and hiking to Oregon
PCT hikers traveling through the three
permit-controlled wilderness areas.

Quota system breakdown

The number of overnight and day-
use permits available to enter each trail-
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day bazaar, activities for kids, hot choc-
olate and a visit from Santa, 5 to 7:30
p-m. Sunday, Dec. 2, Downtown Plaza.
Free.

Downtown Twice Around: Includes
a parade typically featuring Albany
Trolley, Horse Drawn Wagon, communi-
ty groups, schools, businesses and San-
ta riding on Albany’s Antique Fire
Truck, followed by a community tree
lighting, parade starts at 5 p.m. and is
followed by the tree lighting, Sunday,
Dec. 2, downtown Albany. Free.

Keizer: Includes a tree lighting, car-
ols by the Keizer Community Band, hot
chocolate, cider, a visit from Santa who
will be joined by two children younger
than 12 chosen from a drawing to help
him light the tree, 6 to 8 p.m. Tuesday,
Dec. 4, Walery Plaza, corner of Cherry
Avenue and River Road. Free.

Dallas Winterfest: Includes a tree
lighting, a visit from Santa, singalong,
food trucks, vendors, live music, hot

Guy Morley
photographs
his
granddaughters
Alice and Violet
Retherford
under the tree
at the 2016 City
of Keizer
Holiday Tree
Lighting.
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chocolate and other refreshments, 5to 8
p.m. Friday, Dec. 7, Courthouse Lawn
Area, 850 Main St., Dallas. Free.

Silverton: Includes a tree lighting,
music, hot chocolate and a visit from
Santa, who will light the tree with “mag-
ic dust,” 6 to 7:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 7,
Town Square Park. Free. www.face-
book.com/events/576937199
410283.

Aumsville: 2nd Annual “Christmas
in the Park,” including a tree lighting, re-
freshments, a raffle, caroling, a photo
area, hay wagon rides and a visit from
Santa and Elsa from “Frozen,” 5to 7 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 8, Porter-Boone Park,
1105 Main St. Free, donations of canned
food will be accepted.

Abby Luschei is the entertainment re-
porter for the Statesman Journal; she
can be reached at aluschei@statesman-
journal.com or 503-399-6747. Follow her
on Twitter @abbyluschei or
facebook.com/luscheiabby.

Interested in telling a story at one of
the upcoming Salem Storytellers Project
events? Submit a story here:
storytellersproject.com/salem/speak.
Learn more about the project here.
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head in the Mount Jefferson, Three Sis-
ters and Mount Washington wilderness
areas will vary depending on location.

Here’s a breakdown of each trailhead
and the number of permits available for
each from Memorial Day to Sept. 30
each year beginning in 2020.

Note: An overnight group permit can
include up to 12 people on one permit.
Individual day-use permits mean one
person per permit.

Three Sisters Trailhead quotas
available each day

Scott Trailhead: 13 overnight group
permits /12 day use individual permits

Obsidian: 13 overnight / 30 day use

Linton Lake: 2 overnight / 24 day use

Proxy Falls: No permit required. This
trailhead will be targeted as an area to
facilitate wilderness education

Foley: 7 overnight / no permit re-
quired for day use

Separation: 3 overnight / no permit
required for day use

Rainbow: 3 overnight / no permit re-
quired for day use

Horse Creek: 3 overnight / no permit
required for day use

Upper French Pete/Pat Saddle: 3
overnight / no permit required for day
use

Upper Lowder: 3 overnight / no per-
mit required for day use

Upper East Fork: 3 overnight / no per-
mit required for day use

Lower East Fork: 3 overnight / no per-
mit required for day use

Lower Lowder: 3 overnight / no per-
mit required for day use

French Pete: 3 overnight / no permit
required for day use

Rebel: 5 overnight / no permit re-
quired for day use

Olallie: 5 overnight / no permit re-
quired for day use

Elk Fork: 5 overnight / no permit re-
quired for day use

South Fork: 5 overnight / no permit
required for day use

Crossing Way: 7 overnight / no per-
mit required for day use

Box Canyon: 7 overnight / no permit
required for day use

Skookum: 5 overnight / no permit re-
quired for day use

Taylor Burn: 6 overnight / no permit
required for day use

Helen Lake: 6 overnight / no permit
required for day use

Jack Pine: 6 overnight / no permit re-
quired for day use

Irish Taylor: 3 overnight / no permit
required for day use

Many Lakes: 3 overnight / no permit
required for day use

Deep Lake: 3 overnight / no permit
required for day use

Winopee/Corral Lake: 3 overnight /
no permit required for day use

Corral Swamp: 3 overnight / no per-
mit required for day use

Lucky Lake: 3 overnight / 30 day use

Six Lakes: 8 overnight / 60 day use

Elk Lake: 4 overnight / 24 day use

Quinn Meadow: 4 overnight / no per-
mit required for day use

Sisters Mirror: 4 overnight / 16 day
use

Devils Lake/Wickiup (South Sister
climbers TH): 16 overnight /100 day use

Green Lakes / Soda Creek: 14 over-
night / 80 day use

Todd Lake: 3 overnight /12 day use

Crater Ditch: 4 overnight /16 day use

Broken Top: 4 overnight / 40 day use

Tam McArthur Rim: 5 overnight / 80
day use

Three Creek Meadow: 3 overnight /
no permit required for day use

Park Meadow: 3 overnight / no per-
mit required for day use

Chush Falls: 3 overnight / 20 day use

Pole Creek: 3 overnight / no permit
required for day use

Scott Pass: 4 overnight / no permit
required for day use

Millican: 4 overnight / no permit re-
quired for day use

Black Crater: 4 overnight / 24 day use

Lava Camp: 7 overnight / 40 day use

Mount Jefferson Wildererness
Trailhead quotas

Roaring Creek: 4 overnight / no per-
mit required for day use

Crown Lake: 4 overnight / no permit
required for day use

PCT Breitenbush: 4 overnight /14 day
use

S. Breitenbush: 5 overnight / 12 day
use

Triangulation: 5 overnight / 16 day
use

Cheat Creek: 5 overnight / no permit
required for day use

Whitewater: 8 overnight / 30 day use

Woodpecker: 3 overnight /12 day use

Pamelia Lake: 11 overnight / 24 day
use

Minto Mountain: 4 overnight / no
permit required for day use

Bingham Ridge: 4 overnight / no per-
mit required for day use

Marion Lake: 10 overnight / 40 day
use

Jefferson Lake: 3 overnight / no per-
mit required for day use

Pine Ridge: 3 overnight / no permit
required for day use

Big Meadows Horse Camp: 13 over-
night / no permit required for day use

Duffy Lake: 13 overnight, 30 day use

Maxwell Butte: 13 overnight / no per-
mit required for day use

Cabot Lake: 5 overnight / 14 day use

Bear Valley: 3 overnight / no permit
required for day use

PCT Santiam: 10 overnight / 50 day
use

Jack Lake: 5 overnight / 60 day use

Round Lake: 3 overnight / no permit
required for day use

Mount Washington Wilderness
trailhead quotas

Patjens: 3 overnight / no permit re-
quired for day use

PCT Big Lake: 2 overnight / 20 day
use

Hortense Lake - Access Point: 3 over-
night / no permit required for day use

Dry Creek - Access Point: 3 overnight
/ no permit required for day use

PCT McKenzie Pass: 6 overnight / 24
day use

Hand Lake: 3 overnight / no permit
required for day use

Benson/Tenas: 8 overnight / 30 day
use

Fingerboard Prairie: 3 overnight / no
permit required for day use

Tenas Lakes: 3 overnight / no permit
required for day use

Robinson Lake: 3 overnight / no per-
mit required for day use

Skyline - Pacific Crest Trail permit

Daily launches: 3 overnight / N/A

Zach Urness has been an outdoors
writer, photographer and videographer
in Oregon for 11 years. He is the author of
the book “Best Hikes with Kids: Oregon”
and “Hiking Southern Oregon.” He can
be reached at zurness@StatesmanJour-
nal.com or (503) 399-6801. Find him on
Twitter at @ZachsORoutdoors.
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SILVERTON CITY COUNCIL
INVITES YOU TO ATTEND

ANNUAL STATE OF THE CITY
REPORT
PRESENTED BY
MAYOR KYLE PALMER

STAY INFORMED ABOUT WHAT IS
HAPPENING IN YOUR COMMUNITY!




