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sioner seat vacated by Patti Milne. He
won election that same year.

Crier has never held, nor ran for,
public office.

To take on an established and well-
known incumbent is a challenge.

Crier said commissioner Janet Carl-
son’s decision to not seek re-election
factored into her candidacy.

“Marion County is a diverse county,
and our county board of Commission-
ers is not reflective of that,” she said.
“Our only woman on the board of Com-
missioners is stepping down, and that’s
part of the reason why I ran.”

Cameron points to his background
and experience as a business owner
and a public official.

“That goes back to my hospitality
restaurant experience,” Cameron said.
“I walk into a restaurant and ask the
manager how things are going and he’ll
say everything’s great. Then I talk to the
dishwasher and the dishwasher will say
we don’t have this, we don’t have that.

“I feel as a leader, I want to be out
there with people. I've done ridealongs
in the snow plow, on the chip sealer ma-
chine. I'm saying, ‘Are you getting the
tools you need, are you getting the
things you need?”

Cameron’s campaign has raised
$38,850 as of Sept. 27 and has a bal-
ance of $20,349 with his largest single
campaign contributions of $5,000 from
Mountain West Investment Corp.
president Lawrence Tokarski and
Freres Lumber.

Crier’s campaign has spent a lot of
money to get her name out to the more
than 200,000 registered voters in the
county.

Crier’s campaign has raised $56,694
and has a cash balance of $4,946, but
has outstanding personal expenditures
of $67,664 and is operating at a deficit
of $62,718.

Her largest cash contribution was
$5,000 from Susan Smith, a Willamette
University professor. Many of her do-
nors have contributed smaller
amounts.

One of the most controversial issues
facing the county is the Army Corps of
Engineers’ proposal to drain Detroit
Lake to correct water temperature and
aid fish passage.

It hits home for Cameron, who has
owned a house in Detroit since 2012 and
recently sold his house in South Salem

Marion County Commissioner Seat 1

Kevin Cameron
Party: Republican.
Age: 62.

Occupation: Marion County Commis-
sioner, co-founder and CEO of Café
Today.

Work experience: Regional Training
Manager Denny’s 1980 to 1988, director
of Restaurant Operations at VIP’s 1988
to 1994, co-founder and CEO of Café
Today 1995 to present, Oregon State
Representative 2005 to 2014, Marion
County Commissioner 2014 to present.

Political experience: Appointed to the
Oregon House of Representatives Dis-
trict 19 in February 2005, elected in
2006, 2008, 2010, 2012, appointed
Marion County Commissioner in 2014,
elected Marion County Commissioner
in 2014.

Education: Bachelor’s degree in mar-
keting Oregon State in 1980, minor in
science.

Residence: Detroit.

Family: Divorced, two daughters, two
grandchildren.

and moved to Detroit full time.

Cameron said the commissioners
were as surprised as everybody else a
year ago when the Corps proposed to
drain Detroit Lake for three years to
1,310 feet — below the level of the
drought of 2013 - to install a water tem-
perature tower and a fish screen.

Both candidates are against the pro-
posal to drain the lake for years.

“It’s our source of drinking water, not
just Salem, but the other towns in the
county,” Crier said. “Marion County is
the largest agricultural producer in the
state. That is a big source of irrigation
water for our crops. Not to mention the
economic impact that it has on the
towns in those areas.”

Cameron said Marion County has re-
cently been added to one of the lawsuits
involving the Detroit Dam project, the
one involving the Northwest Environ-
mental Defense Center, WildEarth
Guardians, Native Fish Society and the
City of Salem against the U.S. Army
Corps.

“This isn’t partisan stuff, this is prac-
tical,” Cameron said. “How do you bring
people together and say, ‘That was a
great idea, here’s another idea?’ You

Shelaswau Crier
Party: Democrat.
Age: 43.

Occupation: Independent educational
consulting and part-time instructor.

Work experience: Middle school math
teacher in Houston 2000 to 2001, pri-
vate practice attorney from 2006 to
2009, taught at Loyola University New
Orleans law school 2006 to 2008,
taught at Willamette University law
school 2009 to 2016, teaches work-
shops and educational consulting 2017
to present.

Political experience: None.

Education: Bachelor’s degree in math
from Rice University in 1999; law de-
gree from Yale in 2006.

Residence: Salem.

Family: Husband, Kolis, five children.

mesh those and you figure out a solu-
tion. 'm patiently waiting to see what
they come up with next.”

Among the main issues, Crier is run-
ning on are increasing availability of af-
fordable housing, increasing living
wage jobs and improving access to
health care.

Crier said that while teaching law at
Willamette University, she felt isolated
in her position, and feel that in the Mar-
ion County Commissioner position she
could assist others

She said that after the death of her
son, Zenavie Crier — who suffered for
depression — in 2015, she wanted to do
more for the community as a whole.

“So I guess going back to the story of
my son, this is a position where I can do
a lot of good,” Crier said. “Because the
county does public health and provides
health services, physical health, mental
health, really works on a lot of areas
that I care about.”

Cameron’s main issues are creating
jobs in Marion County, public safety,
supporting Marion County’s farming
sectors and being practical with tax
dollars.

“Solving problems because that’s
what I've been doing ... the second half
of my career,” Cameron said.

“T've always been that way, keep the
quality up, but be more efficient.”

bpoehler@StatesmanJournal.com
or Twitter.com/bpoehler

“We see the intermodal
facility that we’re planning
here is something that’s
not just going to serve the
needs of farmers, exporters
and importers. We want to
improve it for everybody.”

Kevin Mannix
Former state lawmaker
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Mannix likened his group’s inten-
tion to rebuilding a plank bridge when
a concrete bridge is needed, though his
group intends on contributing to the
project’s eventual improvement.

“We’ll be proposing that we stimu-
late the funding for improvements for
both of the ramps,” Mannix said.

ODOT spokesperson Shelley Snow
said in August the department has
identified the Brooks interchange as in
need of improvement, but that the
next I-5 interchange in Marion County
in line for improvement is the Donald-
Aurora exit.

She said the Brooks interchange
isn't on ODOT’s current schedule,
which extends to 2024.

When the Woodburn interchange
renovations were completed in 2016, it
cost $68.8 million.

The David Evans study shows the
Brooks intermodal facility would in-
crease traffic at the interchange 3.5
percent overall, but .5 percent at the
peak hours from 7 a.m. to 8 a.m. and
4:15 p.m. to 5:15 p.m.

Mannix said Oregon Port of Willam-
ette will be open all hours as opposed
to the Millersburg facility.

“We’ll have pricing incentives so
they’ll prefer in terms of costs to not be
there in congestion times,” Mannix
said. “We recognize that a great deal of
our customers have unique transpor-
tation times and may prefer to come in
at odd hours.”

Oregon Port of Willamette is in a
competitive bidding process for $25
million in state grant money to build
an intermodal facility in Brooks
against a group from Millersburg.

poehler@StatesmanJournal.com or
Twitter.com/bpoehler
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FULL SERVICE SHOPS AT BOTH LOCATIONS!

$0 down, 0% A.P.R. for up to 60* Months on Select New Kubotas! with the below disclaimer *$0 Down, 0% A.P.R. financing for up to 60 months
on purchases of select new Kubota : BX, B, L, MX and M, MH(M7), RB, DMC, DM, RA and TE Series equipment from participating dealers’ in-
stock inventory is available to qualified purchasers through Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A.;
subject to credit approval. Some exceptions apply. Example: 60 monthly payments of $16.67 per
$1,000 financed. Offer expires 12/31/18. See us or go to KubotaUSA.com for more information.
1For complete warranty, safety and product information, consult your local Kubota dealer and
the product operator’s manual. Power (HP/KW) and other specifications are based on various
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