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Hurricane Creek winds toward Sacajawea Peak in the Wallowa Mountains.

An entryway into the Wallowas

Hurricane Creek Trail near Wallowa Lake has options:
Easy jaunt to falls, 6-mile day-hike or backpacking trips
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The perfect day-hike is an elusive
thing, especially in the Wallowa Moun-
tains.

The titanic range in Eastern Oregon is
filled with a boundless supply of trails,
but many are steep and challenging.

A leg-burning workout isn’t always
what visitors to the touristy area of Wal-
lowa Lake and Joseph are seeking.

But there is one trail that offers a day-
hike of postcard worthiness without the
necessity of going on a death march.

It’s called Hurricane Creek Trail.

Located a short drive from Joseph
and Enterprise, the trail follows a roar-
ing creek past waterfalls and through
forest before entering wildflower-filled
meadows in the Eagle Cap Wilderness.

The nice thing about Hurricane Creek
is that you can choose from easy, medi-
um and difficult options. While most peo-
ple hike 6 miles round-trip to Slick Rock
Gorge, there are options for a shorter or
longer trip.

The only downside is the trail gets
crowds on weekends. Get to the trail-
head early to avoid parking headaches or
busy trail conditions.

The hike begins at Hurricane Creek
Trailhead — just 9 miles south of Enter-
prise.

The first highlight arrives just a short
distance from the trailhead. After 0.1
miles, you’ll reach a junction with Falls
Creek Trail. Take a right here, walk 0.2
miles and you’ll be rewarded with views
of Falls Creek Falls, a roughly S0-foot
waterfall with mountain peaks rising
above it.

After taking a few pictures, head back
to Hurricane Creek Trail and continue on
your way, hiking through a forest that
periodically opens to views of massive
Sacajawea Peak, which at 9,839 feet is
the Wallowa’s highest mountain.

After 3 miles, and 760 feet of climb,
you’ll reach a spectacular meadow sur-
rounded by waterfalls and mountains
called Slick Rock Gorge.

This is the turn-around point for most
people, but follow the trail another 1.6
miles and you’ll reach another, even
more impressive meadow with moun-
tain views.
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Camping: Hurricane Creek Campground is a
good spot




