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No. 6 on a list of eight
specific Oregon Shipping
Group projects is to “en-
hance shortline railroad
capabilities, especially in
regard to the following:
Portland and Western Rail
Line; Coos Bay Rail Link;
and a possible Albany and
Eastern Railroad link to
the Willamette Valley
Railroad.”

Mannix, a Salem busi-
ness lawyer, told the Stay-
ton council that after ship-
ping in the Port of Port-
land was compromised,
Oregon Shipping Group
formed to advocate and
develop a vision for im-
proving the state’s ship-

ping capabilities for im-
ports and exports.

“In that context, espe-
cially because of our agri-
cultural economy, our
farmers need to be able to
ship their product
(throughout the) United
States and to the rest of
the world,” he said.

In looking at Oregon’s
shipping infrastructure,
Mannix said a part of the
process was examining 24
short-line railroads to see
how they could be better
utilized in the quest to for-
tify overall shipping.

He added that rail-
roads can help serve as an
alternative to roads and a
less-expensive and envi-
ronmentally sensitive al-
ternative for moving
freight, the latter realized
by using less fuel and pro-
ducing fewer carbon

emissions.

Mannix also expressed
a vision of extending the
Willamette Valley Rail-
road south of Stayton
where it could potentially
connect with the Albany
Eastern rail, “creating
more of a circuit for rail-
road capability.”

The line did connect to
the south more than a half
century ago, crossing the
North Santiam River
south of West Stayton.

It also connected in Sa-
lem via the down defunct
Geer spur that forked on
rural State Street just
west of Howell Prairie
Road.

Currently, the line’s
only connection with the
valley’s Union Pacific
mainline is in Woodburn.

Harrington said he and
Mannix also plan to meet

with civic leaders in
Woodburn and Aumsville
to discuss the railway.
Other entities with an in-
terest include Oregon De-
partment of Transporta-
tion.

“It was in meetings
with ODOT rail division
representatives that (Ore-
gon Shipping Group)
learned about the capabil-
ities of the Willamette
Valley Railway and needs
for rehabilitation of por-
tions of that rail line,”
Harrington said. “(We)
understand ODOT to be
supportive of rehabilitat-
ing and enhancing the ca-
pabilities of the Willam-
ette Valley Railway.

“ODOT has some con-
ceptual plans for making
such a connection,” Har-
rington said of the south
link to Albany Eastern. “I
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do not recall discussing
the connection through
West Stayton...but we be-
lieve all ideas should be on
the table at this point and
welcome further discus-
sion.”

Other railroads Ore-
gon Shipping Group has
examined include the
Coos Bay Rail that links
that coastal inlet to the
Willamette Valley, and the
Portland and Western
Railroad, which services
much of the west side of
the valley, including Inde-
pendence, Corvallis and
McMinnville, and also
runs to Astoria.

The bottom line is forti-
fying Oregon’s infra-
structure for trade is a
boon to the economy; for-
tifying the railways is a
significant part of that.

“Most businesses

which ship large quanti-
ties of goods by truck
would potentially be able
to take advantage of a re-
stored Willamette Valley
Railway service,” Har-
rington said. ‘“Marion
County is planning on con-
ducting an analysis of the
Willamette Valley Rail-
way as to the economic
benefits it could provide
should it be restored.

“I believe the goal is to
begin that study in July
and to wrap it up before
the end of this year. Good
rail connections are a pos-
itive factor for businesses
and industries looking for
new locations with rail ac-
cess.”

jmuch@Statesman-
Journal.com or cell 503-
508-8157 or follow at twit
ter.com/justinmuch

JOHN F. KENNEDY HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES

Graduation ceremonies
were at 2 p.m. June 10
at Kennedy High
School.

Graduates: 53

Salutatorians: Noe
Jines Garcia, Bishop
Mitchell

Fernando Barocio

Anna Crowe

Zackary Davidson
Feerer

Freddie Diaz

Dylan Groot
Adam Grzelewski
Damien Guerrero

Diego Hernandez

Kihong Kim
Kaleb Kinyon
Jeremy Kliewer

Christopher Lopez

Donovan Mcintire
Henry Melsness

José Mendoza Cortés
Billy Mina

Norma Pedraza
Colton Postma
Rebecca Pranger

Brandon Rendon

Markus Spickelmier
John Stanich
Jack Suing

Sarah Therkelsen

Skyler Bizon h
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Valedictorians: Dar-
ren Buckley, Alexandria
Cross, Leah Doeden,
Aiden Edsinga, Julie
Golan, Marcus Hem-
shorn, Elizabeth Hoke,
Kylie Lulich, Megan
Mannion, Desiree Sinn,
Samantha Sinn, Mal-
inda Stadeli, Alina
Stratton, Robyn Traber,
Madison Ulven

Salutatorians: Kayce
McLaughlin, Brice
Shippen

Jerica Abram

Shon Ackermann
Taylor Adams Sophy
Ivan Afonin

Mihail Afonin
James Albrich
Ashtin Alexander
Devon Allen
Madysen Allen
Tara Aman

Sydni Ames

Sofie Andres
Michael Anisimov
Madelyn Arrington
Emmett Axmaker
Mckenzie Bailey
Erica Barth

Ben Bascue

Gerald Beard
Sarah Beatty

Elizer Beltran Ortiz
Daniel Bennett
Rochelle Berry
Spencer Bevans
Adam Bischoff
Christine Bjerremand
Jillian Bliss

Leslie Bode

Clarisa Botello-Santos
Jacob Brady
Madeline Brady
Ashleigh Breshears
Ellie Bright

Megan Brockamp
Rachael Brockamp
Kadin Brodahl

Ethan Brown

Jocelyn Brown
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Graduates make their entrance during the commencement ceremony
on Thursday at Silverton High School.

Darren Buckley
Anfisa Burkoff
Nathan Butsch
Nathaniel Capener
lan Cardwell

Hosea Catterall
Jasmine Celio Espinoza
Fedora Cherepanov
Afanasy Chernishoff
Marc Childs

Marah Christenson
Lance Cline

Hayden Clipfell
Cheyanne Cobb
Emily Cock

Giselle Cortes

Ethan Crofts
Alexandria Cross
James Curths

James Dahl

Laura Dahl

Hannah Daly
Dakota Daniels
Timothy Davidson
Jaiden Davis

Perry Davis

Andrew de la Rosa
Maxwell Deckelmann
Atreu DeHut

Jessica Dennis

Marie Therese Dett-
wyler

Emily Dillon
Elizebeth Disney
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Leah Doeden
Grace Drescher
Alisa Drew
Breeanna Drew
Connor Duerst
Andrew Dummer
Riley Dunagan
Morgan Dunn
Reece Eastlick
Aiden Edsinga
Christian Epping
Erica Escobar
David Espe
Abraham Espinavarro
Grecia Esteban Arias
Anthony Eubank
Ethan Evans

Kylie Farmen

Tessa Faulhaber
Manuel Fernandez
Jorge Flores

Dillon Fogarty
Jesse Franklin
Jenivieve Frosco

Gricela Garcia Rodri-
guez

Jennifer Garcia-Rami-
rez

Theresa Gerig
James Goggin
Julie Golan
Ryan Gorsline
Wyatt Green
Dustin Gubbels
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Fernando Guerrero
Annika Gulstrom
Garrett Hagler
Austin Hailey
Marisa Hall

Kelsey Hancock
Jonathan Hansen
Adam Harle

Tyler Harrington
Amanda Harris
Austin Haskett
Raymond Haugen
Aloysius Heinz
Marcus Hemshorn
Alexa Henckel
Kara Heneveld
Daisy Hernandez
Kelsie Hernandez

Marcos Hernandez-
Miller

Raquel Hernandez
Jordan Hess
Matthew Hess
Taylor Hess
Katelyn Hickam
Makayla Hicks
Lillian Hill

Romy Hill

Ryan Hill

Carmen Hodgson
Elizabeth Hoke
James Holmes
Brienne Hook

Makayla Howe
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Connor Jensen
Christian Jones
Taylor Jones

Amy Jordan

Juan Joya

Halsey Kaatz
Melody Kazel
Caitlin Keating
Ryon Keller
Makenna Kent
Adam Kester
Braden Kinch
Jacob King

Tessa Kinsey
Destiny Kirk
Nathan Kirsch
Joshua Knodel
Julia Knutson
Alicsandra Kojin
Sava Konovalov
Terris Kramer
Carson Krause
Ashley Kuenzi
Evan Kuenzi

Julia Kuenzi
Leanne Kuenzi
Jessica Kurns
Alexander Kuznetsov
Sophia Kuznetsov
Jonah Lambert
Angel-Julia Landers
Tristan Lanier
Carena Lanzafami
Vasili Larionov
Jaeda Leggett
Noah Linder

Ricardo Lopez Rodri-
guez

Kelsey Lorraine
Sierra Lowry
Jacob Luiten
Kylie Lulich

Jessica Lundquist
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Megan Mannion
Raafia Manzar
Erin Marcellais
Sarah Martin
Bryce Martinson
Victoria Martusheff
Nikka Martushev
Tyler McCarthy
Megan McElroy
Kayce McLaughlin
Tristan Meinung
Barrett Meisenheimer
Riley Merrill
Jacob Metzger
Matthew Mittig
Alexandra Molloy
Logan Molodih
Nichita Molotcov
Catyana Montiel
MaKayla Moore
Samuel Morrison
Natalie Muller

Laura Munguia Cor-
tAOs

Hannah Munson
Ethan Murray
Coleton Myers
Kameryn Myers
Kage Nesbitt
Elijah Newman
Elijah Nielsen
Adreana Ortiz
Gavin Owings
Dakota Parmley

Krista Gutierrez-Pat-
terson

Mason Pearson
Alexandra Perez
Emilee Perry

Cassidy Pfaff

Richard Phelps
Andreo Pintor Ortega

Aidan Piper

Hailey Reeves

Ana Reutov

Zoya Reutov
Jonathan Reyna
Christopher Rich
Rosemary Riley
Elicia Rios

Rodrigo Rios

Ethan Risby
Elizabeth Rivera
Maya Roberts
Gabriela Rodriguez
Karla Rodriguez Lopez
Daniel Rofelty
Jennifer Rooper
Emma Roth

Angie Rueda Mo-
ranchel

Jackson Rutherford
Ulises Salazar
Jazari Salcedo
Destiny Sanchez
Wyatt Sanders
Cole Sandlin

Rose Sater

Zane Schierman
Karlie Schlip
Matthew Schonbachler
Willow Schrock
Felicity Schroeder
Isaac Seeber
Antonina Seledkov
Saydee Selg

Malik Sellers
Eonna Semerikov
Nickon Shadrin
Brice Shippen
Kassidy Shryock
William Silcox
Kaitlynn Simmons
Desiree Sinn
Samantha Sinn

Elena Smisek

Stephanie Soto-Banue-
los

Antonio Soto-Ochoa
Malinda Stadeli
Molly Stadeli
Weston Stadeli
Emily Stanturf

Alina Stratton
Alexis Stravens
Jacob Stutzman
Joshua Swartout
Joshua Talbot
Austin Tallman

Cody Tavernier
Madyson Taylor
Taylor Teeney

Bailey Thomas-Haines
Nicholas Tokarski
Kolbein Torresdal
Robyn Traber

Chad Treichler
Madison Ulven
Ramon Uribe-Moreno
O'Ryah Valenzuela
Madeline Valoff
Fabian Vidal-Torres
Cole Visser

Joseph Voltin

Molly Von Flue
Chrysenthia Wagner
Colin Walker

Kelan Wall

Reid Wanderscheid
Howard Wellesley
Laura Ivelia

Brayden White

Chaz White

Sidney Wilson
Marissa Yocum
Zachariah Zenchenko
Austin Zeober

Stephanie Zitzelberger
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