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Special interests hack Oregon law

COMMENTARY
RICHARD REID

The alarming national
trend of legislative inter-
ference with city govern-
ments has come to Ore-
gon. The passage of Sen-
ate Bill 1573 in the last ses-
sion is an example.

In this case over 700,000 Oregonians
in 34 cities are denied voting rights
earned by initiatives in those communi-
ties. To appease one of the most powerful
lobbies in Oregon several legislators
turned their backs on their constituents
and our constitution and passed a bill
giving the Legislature power to amend
Oregon city charters at will.

The Oregon Homebuilders Associa-
tion persuaded some legislators that de-
nying certain annexation voting rights
would “trickle down” money and grow
more affordable housing across the
state. Based on that false assumption
backroom dealers in the Legislature
pushed four bills for developers, one bill
expunged voting on annexations from
city charters. Decades of petition cam-
paigns around the state were nullified
when the Governor signed the bill into
law last March.

No matter how anyone feels about
voting on annexations most will agree
when Legislatures slap cities into sub-
mission our cities become “one-size-fits-

all” governments.

Many believe SB 1573 is the match
that torched our Oregon constitution
which says, “The Legislative Assembly
shall not enact, amend or repeal any
charter or act of incorporation for any
municipality, city or town,” Art XI Sec-
tion 2. Oregon State Constitution.

When considering annexations cities
can choose to either follow SB 1573 even
though it snubs citizens and gives coun-
cils total control of community growth
and what it costs the taxpayers. Or cities
can ignore SB 1573, honor their charters
and allow voting; a right confirmed by
Oregon courts 30 years ago. (Heritage
Enterprises v Corvallis (708 P.2d 601
(OR. 1985)).

Last summer the Jefferson city coun-
cil leaped over its charter and used SB
1573 to adopt an annexation already
twice rejected by voters. Jefferson citi-
zens took exception and initiated a refer-
endum asking voters if they wanted to
vote on this annexation a third time.

Organizers easily gathered the neces-
sary signatures but the city refused to
accept the petition. The petition sponsor,
“Jeffersonians for Jefferson,” had no
choice but to ask the court to force the
city to obey all election laws. When the
court agreed and ordered it the city ap-
pealed and the matter was heard by a
District judge who admitted to having
little experience with election law.

Nevertheless he ruled that the city

did not have to recognize the petition or
put the annexation on the ballot.

In the meantime “Jeffersonians for
Jefferson” helped organize and sponsor
three candidates for council and one for
mayor all of whom won their campaigns
and will take office in January.

But the Philomath city council ig-
nored SB 1573 and allowed citizens to
vote although local activists are alarmed
and disappointed by what they believe
are deceptive local government prac-
tices. The citizens’ group, “Grow Philo-
math Sensibly” believes the council and
staff are ignoring city code requiring the
city toprovide an “impact analysis” of an
annexation on the ballot. Had voters
been given complete information they
may have rejected the annexations.

Now taxpayers in both Jefferson and
Philomath are legally required to pro-
vide services to hundreds of new acres
annexed to their cities. But without vot-
ing, pragmatic community discussion of
orderly growth is effectively limited to
developer compliance with city codes.
Many concerns about limits to carrying
capacity and public money are often
brushed aside.

Citizens who support pragmatic plan-
ning are insisting on community devel-
opment that profits the entire communi-
ty. Pragmatic discussion about growth
starts with whether an annexation is nec-
essary; how the costs of extending and
maintaining services are shared be-

tween the developer and the taxpayers
and how the costs will be financed.

That broader view has yet to arrive in
Stayton. Even though many believe the
city already controls an adequate land
supply for development the Stayton
council is determined to annex even
more land. Stayton’s budget is at maxi-
mum capacity; expenditures closely
matchrevenue leaving no “wiggle room”
to fund additional infrastructure annex-
ations always require.

Any discussion of growth is a First
Amendment right confirmed by Ore-
gon’s own Land Use Planning Goal 1, “cit-
izen involvement.” But that right is ef-
fectively silenced by SB 1573, the Legis-
lature's latest rejection of our constitu-
tion.

In the 2017 session and all of them
thereafter our legislature must turn
away from special interests like the Ore-
gon Homebuilders and abide by our con-
stitution just as city councils must abide
by our charters.

Our constitution says, “The legal vot-
ers of every city and town are hereby
granted power to enact and amend their
municipal charter,” ART XI Sec 2. Ore-
gon State Constitution.

Richard Reid is the co-chairman of Oregon
Communities for a Voice in Annexations,
OCVA.org. He can be reached at
541-747-3144 or richard@bluffhouse.org
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unty seeks to increase dog licensing

COMMENTARY
DEAN FREEZE

As 2017 rapidly is upon
us, Marion County Dog
Services is taking steps to
increase dog licensing in
Marion County. Accord-
ingtothe American Veter-
inary Medical Association approximate-
ly 74,280 dogs live in Marion County yet
only 32 percent of dog owners have a val-
id license for their dog.

Marion County Dog Services oper-

ates the local dog shelter located in Sa-
lem, which is responsible for enforcing
Marion County dog licensing and dog
control ordinances (ORS 609.100). For
example, Oregon State law requires
dogs with permanent canine teeth or are
six months or older to be licensed. For
dog owners who move to Marion County
or become the keeper of a dog, a license
is required within 30 days.

Dog licensing is an essential part of
animal care in Marion County and for
our health and safety. For example, li-
censing your dog helps prevent the dan-

gerous spread of rabies and is also an ef-
ficient way to return lost dogs back to
their families. In addition, dog licensing
fees help support the shelter by provid-
ing necessary medical care for lost and
stray dogs as well as dog control officers
(who respond to dog complaints), and
community outreach programs that sup-
port responsible pet ownership.

Dog licensing in our community is not
just our responsibility, it’s the law.

Dog licenses are available at the Mar-
ion County Dog Shelter located at 3350
Aumsville Hwy SE, in Salem, Tuesday

through Saturday 8 a.m. to S p.m. and at
many area veterinary clinics.

Please visit www.mcdogs.net for a
complete list of participating clinics and
other outlets. A one year dog license for a
spayed/neutered dog is only $17. Start
the year off right and do your part to en-
sure the health and safety of our commu-
nity by licensing your dog.

Dean Freeze is the Marion County
Dog Shelter Manager. He can be reached
at dfreeze@co.marion.or.us or at 503-566-
6992. For information visit
www.mcdogs.net or call 503-588-5233.
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votes unanimously to require businesses
to buy a $50 business license.

Mt. Angel City Council hires Salem's
City Recorder Amber Mathiesen to
serve as city manager.

November

Adrienne Blomgren transitioned into
the role of general manager at the Silver
Falls Lodge & Conference Center.

Matt Plummer leads the list of write-
in candidates vying for a seat on the Sil-
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Find a new job or career

verton City Council. Plummer was
among a foursome of non-filed Silverton
residents who stated that if written-in on
the Nov. 8 election ballot, they would be
willing to serve.

Marion County Sheriff’s Deputy Tom
Barber, who patrols Sublimity, surprises
motorists pulled over for minor traffic
violations by handing them a Willamette
Valley Fruit Company pie instead of a
ticket.

For the fifth year in a row, Seven
Brides Brewing in Silverton opens its
taproom for Thanksgiving dinner.

On opening night of Christmas in the
Garden, visitors followed a festive dis-
play of 500,000 twinkling lights into the
forest, zigzagging their way up the hill to
atraditional German Christmas Market.

Discover your new ho

December

City of Silverton Tree Lighting ushers
in the holiday spirit as folks can sip hot
cocoa and listen to music while waiting
for Santa to ride in on a Silverton Fire
Department truck as the tree lights up at
Town Square Park.

Silver Creek Coffee House propri-
etors Joshua and Elisha Nightingale an-
nounce plans for "Live Local Market-
place"next to their bistro, providing ven-
dor options for higher-end items pro-
duced by folks in the general Silverton,
Mt. Angel and Scotts Mills area.

Speaking on behalf of Silverton Ze-
nith Woman's Club, Barbara Fischer-
Chase thanks the community for the help
the clubreceived via its 2016 Tree of Giv-
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ing project, which helped make Christ-
mas a little brighter for 135 families --
363 children -- in the Silver Falls School
District.

Fr. Philip Waibel of Mt. Angel’s St. Ma-
ry Catholic Church blesses MarKum Inn
as new owner Mark Burnett of Scotts
Mills and general manager Julio Valera
of Silverton announce that the popular,
rebuilt rural joint will reopen soon.

City of Silverton hires Christy Wur-
ster as its city manager. She enters the
job with seven years' experience as a
city manager and another 13 in public
works administration.

jmuch@StatesmanJournal.com  or
503-769-6338, cell 503-508-8157 or follow
at twitter.com/justinmuch
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SILVERTON
REALTY

SERVING THE
EAST VALLEY SINCE 1975

#A2316
PRIVATE & SECLUDED
4 BR, 4 BA 82.000
ACRES CALL MARCIA AT EXT. 318
$799,000 (WVMLS#706727)

#A2311
HOWELL PRAIRIE FARM
3 BR 2 BA 26.77 ACRES.
CALL CHUCK AT EXT. 325
$549,900 (WVMLS#706154)

Marcia Branstetter
Broker, GRI
873-3545ext. 318 503-873-3545 ext. 320

#A2313
LARGE CORNER LOT
4 BR, 2.5 BA 1805 SQFT.
CALL BECKY AT EXT. 313
$259,000 (WVMLS#712565)

SILVERTON

#A2368
CUTE CRAFTSMAN
3BR, 1 BA 1318 SQFT
CALL MICHAEL AT EXT. 314
$249,900 (WVMLS#712696)

Micha Christman
Office Manager
503-873-1425

Mary Cam
Broker

Becky Craig
Broker
873-3545 ext, 313

#A2366
DESIRABLE AREA
3 BR, 2 BA 1859 SQFT.
CALL DESAREE AT EXT. 326
$335,000 (WVMLS#712581)

#A2367
BRAND NEW HOME
4 BR, 2.5 BA 2082 SQFT.
CALL MARY AT EXT. 320
$309,900 (WVMLS#712774)

Angela Halbir--Lopez
Broker
503-999-0245

Michael Schmidt
Broker, GRI
873-3545 ext, 314

Desaree Parks
Broker
503-873-3545 ext. 326

Ryan Werfz
Broker
873-3545 ext, 322

#A2365
BEAUTIFUL COUNTRY SETTING
2 BR, 2 BA 1742 SQFT.
CALL MARY AT EXT. 320
$330,000 (WVMLS#712560)

HA2R26

5 pRENIY OF 51}105%1‘1’;1T LARGE CITY LOT WONDERFUL LOCATION
CALL MARY AT EXT. 320, 510 ACRES 2BR, 1.5BA 1116 SQFT
ANGELA AT EXT. 312 CALL MICHAEL AT EXT. 314 CALL MARCIA AT EXT. 318
$267,000 (WVMLS#708384) $99,000 (WVMLS#709098) $199,500 (WVMLS#711736)

WWW.SILVERTONREALTY:COM | 303 OAK(STREET; | SILVERTON

Meredith Wertz
Broker, GRI
873-3545 ext, 324

#A2341
2 HOMES ON 2 ACRES
3 BR,2BA 1367 SQFT. 2.630 ACRES
CALL CHUCK AT EXT. 325
$549,900 (WVMLS#709561)

3 ' #A2356

Chuck Whne
Broker
873-3545 ext, 325

Mason Branstetter
Principal Broker, GRI
873-3545 ext, 303

Christina Wiliamson
Broker
873-3545 ext, 315

#A2354
3 HOME INVESTMENT PROPERTY
4BR, 3 BA 1776 SQFT
CALL MARCIA AT EXT. 318
$449,000 (WVMLS#711358)

FOR RENT

Call Micha
at 503-873-1425
or see them on our website.
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