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“I used to come here 40
years ago when I was in
college,” he related to the
new restaurant’s general
manager, Julio Valera of
Silverton. “This was the
place to come for a meal
different from the (semi-
nary) cafeteria.”

Valera beamed in his
host role as well, listing all
the new features: the
west-facing redwood bar,
a pending patio to be
adorned with an outdoor
fireplace affording al
fresco seating to the east
and a fenced play area
planned to the south
around an 18,000-gallon
water tower tucked into
the project, directed by
the local rural fire mar-

shal.
The popular rural eat-

ery and watering hole
burned down in July of
2014, scorching genera-
tions of memories in the
process. Waibel appropri-
ately evoked the rising of
the phoenix in his invoca-
tion, witnessed by rough-
ly a dozen on hand, includ-
ing owner Mark Burnett,
Valera, new chef Nick
Seabergh and a legion of
contract workers step-
ping up the labors in line
with hopes of a New
Year’s Eve opening.

That opening is not
etched in stone, Valera
and Burnett both stress,
but the aim beyond a giv-
en date is to ensure the
MarKum Inn hospitality
and features of yore are
kindled anew when it
opens in earnest.

Valera said initially

they will just serve din-
ner; when they’re ready it
will be an 11a.m. to 11p.m.
eatery with lunch and din-
ner.

“We’ll have 12 beers on
tap, two of them from 7
Brides Brewery (Silver-
ton),” Valera said.

“Will you serve Abbey
beer?” Waibel probed.
“We’re going to be build-
ing a brewery at the (Mt.
Angel) Abbey.”

That may come down
the road. For sure, Mar-
Kum burgers will be on
the menu. So will prime
rib on Sundays. New to the
mix is a wood-fired oven
out of which 10-inch piz-
zas will be served.

Salem resident Sea-
bergh hails from Missis-
sippi, and the chef assures
that: “there will be some
southern sensibility in the
cooking for sure.”

An Illinois native
transplanted to Scotts
Mills, Burnett appeared
agleam at the prospect of
launching, or re-launch-
ing this popular Mid-Wil-
lamette Valley site with
new energy – buttressed
by the purpose of the mid-
day’s gathering.

Burnett described the
wood-fired feature bot-
tom to top, revealing that
top-end temperatures can
reach some 1,200 degrees.

“So we do need this
blessed,” he jested with
the local priest.

Shortly afterward
there was reverent mo-
ment as Waibel per-
formed the blessing, and
invoked the phoenix.

jmuch@Statesman-
Journal.com or 503-769-
6338, cell 503-508-8157 or
follow at twitter.com/jus-
tinmuch

JUSTIN MUCH | STAYTON MAIL

A wood-fired pizza oven will be one of the new features at MarKum Inn. Owner Mark Burnett (pictured) and general manger
Julio Valera say the earliest anticipated opening is New Year's Eve, but it may be after the first of the year. The previous inn
burned down in a July 2014 fire.

MarKum
Continued from Page 1A

should use caution.”
Lucas said hikers that

plan to visit might consid-
er wearing snow and ice
cleats or carrying walk-

ing sticks to help their
walk through icy areas.
Park staff is available to
answer questions about
conditions. Call the park

at 503-873-8681 ext. 23 or
check the park web page
at http://bit.ly/silverfalls
for more information. 

PHOTO BY JUSTIN SHEPHERD

Justin Shepherd took this photo of the icicles at Silver Falls State Park on Dec. 18.

Trails
Continued from Page 1A

Gilbert Anton Stenger

Oct. 4, 1930 — Dec. 8, 2016
Gil was born in Wood-

burn in 1930, baptized in
Trinity Lutheran Church
in Mt. Angel, and was

raised on
the family
farm in
Monitor. At
17, his fa-
ther passed
away sud-
denly and

he continued to manage
the farm, growing cauli-
flower, broccoli, and ber-
ries. Gil attended Grassy
Pond Elementary School
through eighth grade and
went on to play football
for the Woodburn High
School Bulldogs. In 1953,
he went to the movies on a
blind date with Ileane
Hillyer, who became the
love of his life. They were
married at Trinity Luther-
an Church in 1954 and
shared 62 years together. 

Gil had an extensive

career in the communica-
tions industry. In the
1950s, Gil moved his fam-
ily from the farm to Sil-
verton, where he joined
Valley Telephone Compa-
ny. He learned the busi-
ness from the ground up,
starting as a lineman. Gil-
bert enjoyed the dynamic
communications indus-
try. The family moved to
Canby in the 1980s. As his
career grew, Gil moved
into leadership roles, con-
tributing to the success of
Oregon and national com-
munications organiza-
tions. 

Throughout his life, Gil
was dedicated to his com-
munity and his family. He
served as president of the
congregation at Trinity
Lutheran Church in
Mount Angel and coordi-
nated building and
grounds activity for Trin-
ity Lutheran Church in
Oregon City. He was a de-
vout Trail Blazers fan, and
weekends were not com-

plete without a college
football game. His favor-
ite teams were Gonzaga,
Oregon State, and the
Montana Grizzlies. Gil en-
joyed traveling with his
family, playing golf, fish-
ing, and more recently, his
Koi pond and iPad. 

Gil had an ever-ready
sense of humor and was
quick to help those in
need.

He is survived by his
wife Ileane, children Con-
nie Stevenson and Ronald
(Dee) Stenger, and grand-
children Scott (Annie)
Stevenson, Aubrey Sten-
ger, and Austin (Brittany)
Stenger. 

A celebration of life
memorial service will be
held at 2 p.m. Wednesday,
Jan. 4, 2017, at Trinity Lu-
theran Church in Mt. An-
gel.

Frances Mary Sutter

March 18, 1924 — Dec. 16,
2016

Frances Mary Sutter a
long-time resident of Mt.
Angel, passed away on
Friday, Dec. 16, 2016, at
the age of 92. Her family
was by her side. She is
now with her lord and sav-
ior.

Frances is survived by
her eight children: Joe
and Linda Sutter of Silver-
ton, Mary and Jerry Slat-
er of Salem, Fred and
Donna Sutter of Salem,
Frank and Karen Sutter of
Woodburn, Susan and
Steve Reznick of Keizer,
Regina Whitney of Salem,
Heidi and Bill Selman of
Jefferson, and Angela and
Fernando Sutter of Cam-
eron Park, California. She
is also survived by 16
grandchildren, and 11
great-grandchildren.
Frances was preceded in
death by her husband, Jo-
seph M. Sutter, and her el-
dest daughter, Patricia
Sutter. 

OBITUARIES


