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Oregon pot ads flow on Craigslist

JONATHAN BACH
STATESMAN JOURNAL

It started with making marijuana
products at home for herself and her
husband. Then, she thought, “People
might buy these.”

The woman, who lives in Keizer, fig-
ured she could make money off a med-
ical marijuana-filled, holiday-themed
gift box.

The gift box had pot-infused body but-
ter (“to rub on achy muscles”), massage
oil (“perfect for the bedroom”), a 4-by-5
inch Rice Krispie edible and other treats.
She makes it all herself and is proud of
the body butter. She said it helped her
mom’s foot arthritis.

The box costs $100. “I just thought it’d
be a fun thing for Christmas,” she said.

She posted an ad for the pack, as many
have done for marijuana in Oregon,
through the online bazaar Craigslist.

As Oregon growers, processors and
dispensaries in the legal cannabis busi-
ness navigate state regulations and
shortages on the marketplace, some peo-
ple are looking to the online shopping
website as an outlet for moving their pot.

Craigslist ads for marijuanaare flour-
ishing in the state, whether barterers
want to trade for money or goods.

Here’s a sample of posts the States-
man Journal found on the website: The
holiday basket. Half an ounce of buds for
$40 of groceries in Estacada. And in one
instance, a Lebanon Craigslist user
writes they will trade “a few ounces of
marijuana” for three Hatchimal toys,
which have been highly coveted this holi-
day season.

That user, who did not give their
name, said in an email the toys were for
their Kkids.

“I don’t think it should be illegal to
barter marijuana now that it’s legal,” the
user said. “I mean that’s the same as say-
ing people that have a hunting (license)
can’t trade or sell some of their meat to
people for something they need or
want.”

Even though Oregon has legalized
marijuana, selling it online is against the
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A Craigslist advertisement hoping to trade a few ounces of marijuana for three Hatchimal toys

is seen on Thursday.

law.

Case in point: Oregon State Police
cited Jason Owen, of Sandy, after he
tried to trade 1 pound of marijuana for a
snowmobile in October.

A state trooper owned the rig and met
with Owen after consulting other law en-
forcement officials. Police cited the 29-
year-old for possession and delivery of
marijuana. In his vehicle, Owen had 11/2
pounds of marijuana.

“Marijuana sales need to occur at an
approved dispensary per statute,” said
Cpt. Bill Fugate, a spokesman for the
State Police. That means the Oregon Li-
quor Control Commission or Oregon
Health Authority has to approve the dis-
pensary.

‘A more thoughtful approach’
In September, the Oregon Association

Chiefs of Police and the Oregon State
Sheriffs’ Association called for “a more

thoughtful approach to drug possession
when it is the only crime committed.”
The associations said there should be
more treatment options for drug posses-
sion-related crimes, and there should be
fewer felony charges handed out; they
should be treated as misdemeanors.
Paige Clarkson, trial team leader for
the Marion County Attorney’s Office
drug team, said she didn’t know of any in-
vestigations on Craigslist marijuana
sales. She said there would have to be an
investigation before the District Attor-
ney’s office would give a response.

Not like selling a sweater on Etsy

Under Oregon law, it’s legal for peo-
ple 21 years of age or older to possess up
to a certain amount of recreational pot.
But that doesn’t mean they can peddle it
online like a knitted sweater.

“No, you can’t sell marijuana on
Craigslist,” said Mark Pettinger, a

spokesperson for the OLCC, which reg-
ulates recreational sales.

In fact, even Craigslist rules don’t al-
low the sale of “prescription drugs, med-
ical devices; controlled substances and
related items,” or “any good, service, or
content that violates the law or legal
rights of others.”

Pettinger said you can gift marijuana,
but there can’t be money involved. The
commission has said that asking for “do-
nations” is also prohibited, though that
appears to be a popular tack with some
Craigslist users.

For carded medical marijuana users,
the rules are a little different but still
strict.

The state allows transfer of medical
marijuana between carded patients and
other specific entities. The path of trans-
fer for medical marijuanais “highly reg-
ulated” and “explicitly defined,” said
Chris Westfall, the compliance unit man-
ager with the Oregon Health Authority.

“This is not like selling your used, out-
of-date furniture,” he said.

One patient can exchange their prod-
ucts with another patient “for no finan-
cial consideration,” according to a
Health Authority document provided by
Westfall.

When shown the ad for the holiday
gift box, Westfall said: “The example
your link points to is certainly not by
someone registered with (the Oregon
medical marijuana program) as a pro-
cessor or a dispensary.

“None of the items displayed are
properly labeled or tested, and, by the
image and the narrative explanation of
one Krispy being sufficient for multiple
people, they would exceed the concen-
tration limits,” he said.

The seller said she has made some
$150 on her products so far.

Asked if she knew about the rules
around selling marijuana on Craigslist,
she said: “Yeah, I know it’s kind of a gray
area.”

Send questions, comments or news
tips to jbach @statesmanjournal.com or
503-399-6714. Follow him on Twitter
@JonathanMBach.
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Local marketplace

Whether it’s induced by the Coffee
House product or innate energy of young
entrepreneurs, Silver Creek proprietors
Joshua and Elisha Nightingale have
been industrious about formulating
plans to branch out, offering producers
of local products and opportunity in the
process.

If you’ve walked down Water Street
recently you may have seen the “Live Lo-
cal Marketplace” sign on the door adja-
cent to the bistro. The Nightingales have
been brainstorming to find the best use
of that space, and ideas that emerged
came tethered to what is already here —
a “Made in Silverton” theme.

Joshua said the concept entails high-
er-end items produced by folks in the
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general Silverton, Mt. Angel and Scotts
Mills area, which could find a brick-and-
mortar locale to vend those wares; a mi-
cro “Made in Oregon” scenario. Those
products could range from wine to fresh
produce or include anything from choco-
late to soap.

Right now, plans are for a soft opening
followed by a grand opening sometime in
February.

Beyond having a market for local
goods, Joshua gauges the Silver Falls
State Park element as an appeal and fea-
ture of this adventure.

“There are more than 2 million visi-
tors a year at Silver Falls State Park,” he
noted — stressing that most of them
come right through the heart of Silver-
ton.

Currently, local producers of all
walks — be it handmade furniture, gifts,
art, crafts, cheeses, nuts, honey products
— are encouraged to contact Joshua:
email livelocalsilverton@gmail.com or
stop by the coffee shop at 111 Water St.
early next year.

Discover your new home

Remodeling time: Silver Creek Cof-
fee House has closed for the balance of
this year as the Nightingales are remod-
eling. Joshua and Elisha look to reopen
Wednesday, Jan 4.

Photographic winners

Congratulations are in order to some
local photographers who set their focal
point on a local icon this past year.

As part of Marion County’s commem-
oration of the 100th anniversary of the
historic Gallon House Bridge, the coun-
ty’s public works hosted a photo contest
with the aim of capturing images of the
bridge throughout the seasons.

The judging panel selected area pho-
tographer Ed Peteros as the grand-prize
winner.

Honorable mentions and seasonal
winners included Silverton’s Gus Fred-
erick, “Best Spring” photo; Mary Bath-
urst, topped two categories with “Best
Summer” photo and “Best Winter” pho-
to, while Anne Marcom’s shot received
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Next chat
What: Creekside Chat

Where: Silver Creek Coffee House, 111 Water
St., Silverton

When: 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 4
(First and third Wednesdays)*

Questions and information: Contact Justin
Much, jmuch@StatesmanJournal.com;
503-769-6338, cell 503-508-8157

*Creekside Coffee House will be closed
through the first of the year for remodeling.

“Best Fall” photo.

Marion County Board of Commission-
ers recognized the winners during its
Dec. 7 meeting.

Winning photos are displayed at Mar-
ion County Public Works.

In addition to Marion County’s Public
Works, contest sponsors included the
Gallon House Pub, Goeshie Farms, the
Bierhaus, and White Horse Pub.
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SERVING THE
EAST VALLEY SINCE 1975

#A2316
PRIVATE & SECLUDED
4 BR, 4 BA 82.000
ACRES CALL MARCIA AT EXT. 318
$799,000 (WVMLS#706727)

CALL CHUCK AT EXT. 325
$549,900 (WVMLS#706154)
B S

Marcia Branstetter
Broker, GRI
873-3545ext. 318 503-873-3545 ext. 320

#A2313
LARGE CORNER LOT
4 BR, 2.5 BA 1805 SQFT.
CALL BECKY AT EXT. 313
$259,000 (WVMLS#712565)

#A2359

CALL ANGELA AT EXT. 312
$349,900 (WVMLS#711861)

Micha Christman
Office Manager
503-873-1425

Mary Cam
Broker

Becky Craig
Broker
873-3545 ext, 313

#A2366
DESIRABLE AREA
3 BR, 2 BA 1859 SQFT.
CALL DESAREE AT EXT. 326
$348,000 (WVMLS#712581)

A3

#A2311
HOWELL PRAIRIE FARM CRAFTSMAN STYLE HOME 2 ACRE LOT IN MT. ANGEL
3 BR 2 BA 26.77 ACRES. 3 BR, 2.5 BA 2381 SQFT 2 ACRES

CALL CHUCK AT EXT. 325
$189,500 (WVMLS#693008)

Angela Halbir--Lopez
503-999-0245

Ryan Werfz
Broker
873-3545 ext, 322

Michael Schmidt
Broker, GRI
873-3545 ext, 314

Desaree Parks
Broker
503-873-3545 ext. 326

Broker

#A2365
BEAUTIFUL COUNTRY SETTING
2 BR, 2 BA 1742 SQFT.
CALL MARY AT EXT. 320
$330,000 (WVMLS#712560)

HA2R26

3 #A2356
5 pRENIY OF 51}105%1‘1’5% LARGE CITY LOT WONDERFUL LOCATION
CALL MARY AT EXT. 320, 510 ACRES 2BR, 1.5BA 1116 SQFT
ANGELA AT EXT. 312 CALL MICHAEL AT EXT. 314 CALL MARCIA AT EXT. 318
$267,000 (WVMLS#708384) $99,000 (WVMLS#709098) $199,500 (WVMLS#711736)
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Meredith Wertz
Broker, GRI
873-3545 ext, 324

#A2341
2 HOMES ON 2 ACRES
3 BR,2BA 1367 SQFT. 2.630 ACRES
CALL CHUCK AT EXT. 325
$549,900 (WVMLS#709561)

Chuck White
Broker
873-3545 ext, 325

Mason Branstetter
Principal Broker, GRI
873-3545 ext, 303

Christina Wiliamson
Broker
873-3545 ext, 315

#A2354
3 HOME INVESTMENT PROPERTY
4BR, 3 BA 1776 SQFT
CALL MARCIA AT EXT. 318
$449,000 (WVMLS#711358)

FOR RENT

Call Micha
at 503-873-1425
or see them on our website.
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