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“We are very excited to
have been selected as a
seismic rehabilitation
grant recipient for up-
grades to Victor Point
School,” Silver Falls Su-
perintendent Andy Bel-
lando said. “These funds
will be used for seismic
upgrades throughout the
building.”

Bellando itemized
some of them, including
lateral wall supports, fa-
cility anchors, additional
support for the roof struc-
tures and improvements
to roof/wall bracing and
connectivity.

“We anticipate addi-
tional design and planning
efforts to occur this
spring and summer,” he
added. “No construction
schedule has been set, but
we are hopeful it can oc-
cur as soon as the summer
of 2017.”

That’s the plan in Mill
City as well. Santiam Can-
yon Schools Superinten-
dent Todd Miller said the
district is focusing on put-
ting together plans and
blueprints in the short
term with longer-term
plans geared toward a
2017 construction sched-
ule.

“Our high-school gym
is pretty big…so in terms
of size it’s a pretty big pro-
ject,” Miller said. “It’s an
older gym, built in the
1950s.”

Seismic upgrades will
include wall reinforce-
ment and replacing the
bow-structure truss sys-
tem and attention to an old
chimney on the side of the
building that once served
an old incinerator that is
not in use anymore.

Beyond the school, the
gym is designated as a
Mill City evacuation cen-
ter and for emergency use
by the Red Cross. Events
held there include gradu-
ations, bazaars, concerts,
donkey basketball and
even funerals when a ven-
ue of its size is required.

Business Oregon’s De-
cember, 2014, earthquake-
safety grant awards in-

cluded: Butte Creek Ele-
mentary: Silver Falls
School District, Mt. An-
gel; the school consists of
eight buildings built be-
tween 1949 and 1990. The
retrofit project included
four buildings. Grant
amount and total project
cost: $1.5 million.

Scotts Mills Elemen-
tary gym: Silver Falls
School District, Scotts
Mills, for a retrofit to ad-
dress structural deficien-
cies in the gym, which was
built in 1974. Grant
amount and total project
cost: $996,976.
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Starrs and Kuenzi in Ca-
nadian flag race; and
Guenther and Potter in
two-man birangle.

At their last district
meet, in April, Silverton’s
team finished second
overall with 462 total
points to Canby High
School’s 679. At state, the
Foxes’ toughest competi-
tion typically comes from
Canby, Hidden Valley and
Hillsboro high schools,
team members said.

The team’s high point
contributor this season
was senior and star Elsie
Guenther. She qualified to
compete at state in four
individual classes – sad-
dle seat equitation, hunt
seat equitation, trail equi-
tation and showmanship.

Angeline Starrs quali-
fied in saddle seat equita-
tion and western horse-

manship, while Sarah Pot-
ter did so in barrels. Han-
nah Brunkal qualified in
pole bending.

In team penning, six
athletes qualified: one trio
comprising Nicole Wor-
den, Ashley Kuenzi and
Hannah Brunkal and an-
other comprising Brienne
Hook, Angeline Starrs
and Hannah Zurbrugg.

Three additional teams
earned the right to vie for
state titles: Guenther and
Nicole Kuenzi in working
pairs; Guenther, Potter,
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At a glance
Silverton High School eques-
trian team
North Valley District 2016
season standings
Individual classes, top 10
Dressage: 10th Angeline
Starrs, 10th place
Hunt seat equitation: Elsie
Guenther, third place; Ange-
line Starrs, fifth place
Hunt seat over fences: Ellie
Kauffman, eighth place
In-hand trail: Nicole Kuenzi,
fifth place; Elsie Guenther;
sixth place; Nicole Worden,
seventh place; Sydney Bersin,

10th place
Trail equitation: Elsie
Guenther, second place;
Sydney Bersin, fifth place
Driving: Courtney Mead,
eighth place; Nicole Worden,
10th place
Saddle seat equitation:
Elsie Guenther, first place;
Angeline Starrs, third place;
Ellie Kauffman, fifth place;
Brienne Hook, sixth place
Showmanship: Elsie
Guenther, second place;
Angeline Starrs, sixth place

Western Horsemanship:
Angeline Starrs, fifth place
Breakaway roping: Josi
Nunn, sixth place
Steer daubing: Ashley
Kuenzi, 10th place
Barrels: Sarah Potter, fourth
place
Keyhole: Brienne Hook,
seventh place; Briannah
Cline, 10th place
Pole bending: Hannah
Brunkal, fifth place
Individual flags: Ellie Kauff-
man, seventh place


