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THE STORY OF
AMAROFF THE POLE

“You may think yourse!f an artist”
wrote my uncle, “but I call you a silly
young fool.”

I remembered the sentence and the
reading of it well enough. though time
has not stood ldle since that Septem-
ber evening of the year 18027 From
the point of view of Hradford, my
uncle might be right; but what did
be know, | argued. of the higher ldeal
which 1 had chosen preferring the de-
velopment of my artistlc sense to the
mere accumulstion of money that 1
could not spend? Where was his joy
of life—he who spent his days In the
whirr of wheels and the fog of many
chimneys? How could it compare with
mine in the anclent peace of the
elghteenth contury house that lay un-
der the towers that crowned the an-
clent abbey at Westminster? [ look-
o around me at the delicate tapes
tries that | had brought from Florence
to my London rooms; at the glowing
Fragonards—souvenirs of my year of
artistie study In Parls; at the Dres-
den groups redolent of old Saxony
Waa 1 the fool or my uncle George?
There seomed to me no doubt about it
It was plainly Unecle George

Yet the letter had unsettled me. 1
opened the awing doors that led to my
studio, ewitched on the light. and
stepped from easel to easel, examin
tog my half-finished work with a grow.
ing dissatisfaction. Were they Indeed
merely the daubs of A wealthy ama-
teur? 1 loitered back to my sitting-
room in n sulky depression. and bad
plcked up an art peper, wlen there
came a tapping at the door, and the

grizzied head of old Jacob Hendry
came peering In. A perfect servant
was old Hendry, once sergeant of In-
fantry, und pow a comhbination of cook,
valet, and hounsemnld
rooms (n spotless grilled a
steak to a tern, was a falr hand with
a needle, and spent his spare time In

ordar

carving 1 have ever seen
“Well, and what is it?" I asked him;
for he scemed In some hesitation.

“I beg your pardon, Mr. Phillips
sir,” he sald, "but there's a Young
man would like to see you. A most

respectable young man, sir, as lodges

above us on the third floor, but—" | satlon fllled me with disgust

“Go on, Jacob, go on.”

“The fact Is. =ir. he's
Yard"

“The Yard! What Yard?®

“Scotland Yard. sir, where the de
tectives come from.™

And where 1 wish to Heaven theyl
would remain, thought I

This Intrusion was simply Insuffer
able. I had a mind to refuse the man
admittance

“'Is boots Iz quite clean.,” sald Ja-
cob, entirely mistaking my hesitation
“'E 'as wiped 'em on the mat. | saw
s

“Dh, show him in.”

“The person, sir, of the name of In-
spertor Peace.” sald Hendry, swing-
Ing open the doos

from

He was a tiny silp of a fellow, of
about five and thirty years of age
A stubble of brown hair, a hard, clean-
shaven mouth, und a confident chin
such was my impres=lon. He took one
quick loock at me, and then waited

with his eves on the carpet and his

head a trifle tllted over the right
shoulder

“I fear that 1 bave taken a great
liberty. Mr. Phillips.” he sald. In &
very smooth and civll manner “But
1 bad an idea that you would help

me, and time was of Importance.”

“Well, and what is {17 1

“You have many friecds anfongst
the forelgn artists here In London.
You attend thelr concerts and some
times even their little dances We
are pear nelghbors, you see.” he con-
cluded, with u slight bow

“l] am Huattered by the interest yw)
have taken In my movements.”

“Two hours ago” he continoed
cheerfully, “a body was found in a
passage off Leman street, Stepney-—a
body which we cunnot Identify. The
man waes of good positlon, a sculptor
and, 1 belleve, & Pole. A eab ls walt-
ing at the door, It 1s late, | know,
Mr. Phillips; It cannot fall to be a
great personal Inconvenlence; but will
you drive down with me and take a
look at him?™

“Certalnly not”

He eaw that | considered his pro-
posal mn impertinence, for he hesl |
tated a moment, regarding me with an
alr of depression |

“It has stopped ralning,” he sald,
“and the cab has most comfortable
cushions. 1 noticed a fur coat In the
hall which can be slipped on In a mo. |
ment, May I feteh it for you?*

“You merely waste tlme, Mr
Peace,” I told him, “1 will bave noth-
ing to do with an affair In which I am
nowise concerned.”™

“This sculptor may be an acqualn-
tance of your own." he sald gravely;
“and while we are argulng his mur-
derers may escape.”

“Murderers?™

“Yeos, sir; murderern! The man has
been strangied and robbed.”

The position was most embarrass-
ing. He asked me to go Into a part
of London that | had always carefully
avolded. It was sufMclent to know
that fiith, Immorality, and erlme oxist
without personally lospecting the

“Them how &1 you xnow he was &
sculptor ™

“He had been called away In & hur
ry. There was modelllng clay In his
fngernalle, and a splash of plaster on

ple, aa you see”

| His reply was Ingenlous, and I llked
the Inspector the better for It The
man had something more in him than

Creations So Long Popular.

“Tell mo—what else did you learn?™
“That he was murdered in a plnrol
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muckheap. Yet there he stood, Lis
head on one side, starlng at my toes |
Hike an inquisitive terrier, and my ar-
guments faded before his stolldity
Why bod Hendry ever lot him in?
sbould sertalnly speak to the old ras
Mr. Phillipes,~
“If 1 ngree to go, win
hot again
I answered

Sl _

| come out.
I/ home in a hack yo' broak
washtuba "
come out, and Bam, In great dejection,
scquired a lot of gln. Then he was
FOUuU %00 fo it | messed up n bit by & dray, and some
troubled (n thig | other darkles bired a hack fo take
sulklly saough. |bim bome. Bam was pearly out, and

that underworld of the great metro-

polls, sodden faces. guttural oaths, | o0 10 ihe morning by Inquiring detec-
dingy mags, the bhlow that precedes tives. | suggested ‘that he should
the word, mre the manifestations of write to the Times about it. He sald
the native born, he had already done so. Incldentally

In a side street the cab drew to a
It was ‘T!h' mortuary, the
police-
muan at the door touched his bat, and
led the way down & passage to a bare

standstill

Inspector told me A young

stone chamber, On a slab in the cen

ter the body lay with an elderly man

In HNikAtting clothes bending over It

He looked up as we entered, and
nodded to the Inspector.
“You were ta right, Peuce," he

L
sald cheerfully; *“chloroform

who kept my | strangling afterwards”

“They took no risks, Dr. Chapple’

“They made a clean fob of it," sald
the elderly man, looking down at the
producing the most Inartistle wood | slab with his thumbs In his walstcoat

| pockets. “Never saw neater work | The golds and browns of the wither-
since—well, since | was {nvallded | ing leaves peeped and rustied over the
home from India.” old brick walls. Several studlos I no-

“Thugs?" ticed—it was evidently an artists’

“Yes; they did It nigh as well as a

Thug In regular practice.*

The callous brutality of the conver
I turn-
ed away, leaning agalinst the wall with

the | & feellng of nausea.

"And now, if 1 may trouble you, Mr
Phillips, will you look at this poor
fellow, and seo {f you canm recognlze

| him ?" snid Peace

I knew him well enough. The black
beard, the thin, hawk nose. the high
and noble forehsad were not easily
forgotten Talman had introduced

|me to him at the Art Club's Recep

tion in July, whispering that he was

a8 Pole and a neighbor of his—a
deuced queer Ash, though a clever
one. He hnd exhibited a bust of Nero

at the Academy
altention
‘And hls name

which attracted much

" asked the inspec-

I believe him to be from
is about all 1 know of

How did you come to meet him?*"
I told him of my introduction, Wouln
1. he asked, give him Talman's ad
dress? Most certalnly—No,. 4 Harden

place. off the King's road. Chelsen. 1
had no objectlon whatever to Talman
belng roused at one-in the morning
By all meuns let the old rasesl be
turned out of bed and cross-examined
His language would be s revelation to
the police—it would, really

The lnupector left me on the door
step for a Tew minutes, while he whis
two siinbbily dressed
who lounged out of the darkness, and
|| of
our
trotted

ng clear-

pered to

the same lack

enterad

and

1, the vory

air b

or, #= % sapmod 0 me, w y the un
dierworld e poverty behind
us., It was some time y 1 spoke
and then it was to nsk for a soclution

to certaln puzzles that had been form
ing In my braln
“You said he hnd
began
“Yen, Mr. Philllpa. They had gone
through his pocketa with every stten
tion to detall ™

been robbed?™ 1

i e

BUSINESS HAD TO GO ON

Sam Thought He Had Combination,
but Rellef for Mandy Was
Not In Sight,

A Inzy darky who let his wile take
in washing without demur had a
dream one night, nud a polley dream
it that He borrowed mopey from her
to play the comblnation, and before

he left home he stated his conviction
“Mandy.,” he sald, “Ah's goln' up town

to play dis comblue, at am sho' to
When you séa me comin’
up yo

didn’t

The “ocomblne”

first,

men.

offered my sincere sympathy when he
told me that he had been Invaded at

he mentioned that Amaroft's addresa
had been No. 21 Herden place

I lunched nt the lttle table by the
wns in the smoking-

window: but It

room afterwards that the Idea oc-
curred to me. | fought against it for
some time, but the ptation in-

creasoed upon conslderation. Finally 1
yielded, and told the walter to call a
cab. 1 would mvyself have a look at
the dead man's studlo

I dismissed the hansom at the turn-
ing off King's road. and walked down
Harden place on foot. It was an eddy
in the rush of London Improvement—
a pool of sllence in its rodring trafMe

There were trees In the little gardens

quarter—before | stopped In front of
No. 21.

The studio—n falr-éized barn of
modern brick—fronted on the atreet
The double doors through which =&
sculptor’s lurger work may pass were
fianked by a lttle side door palnted a
staring and most objectionable green.
On the right the roof of a red.tiled
shed crept up to long windows under
the eaves, The side door stood ajar— |
a most urgent Invitation to my curios-
fty. After all. I argued, & studio re
mains & place where the strict rules
of etlquette may uvolded, even
though !ts owner be dead. And po,
without troubling furiher Iln the mat-
ter, 1 pushed loor gently open,
and walked Into a short passage, the
further end of which was barred with
curtains of faded plush Be-
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of &
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The C. Gee Wo
Chinese Medicine Co.

fominil secred w

1624 Firat Si,, Cor, Morrison
PORTLAND, OR,

Kindly mwnibom thie guger,

PN U, No. 513,

HEN writh o milvertionrs, please
w llﬂthh':m, 2.5 -




