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| A CHRISTMAS REVERIE IN VERSE

BY ROBERTUS LOVE  corvemnnismey nosamves Lova

? [Being » Christmas story of the biscuit sheoter's revenge, which is offared with apelogies to the shade of Henry |

i i { the old bey
' I s particular style of blank verse and at the same time K'isting ene te the memeory o
> 'mﬂf?:.::;' .-:: beslen o @ gulp &nd thise waye from the j2:k 2% thi; sort of thing))
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RESTLING with the {uh and kettlos,
w Shooting biscuits like a ranger
With an aim that was unerring,
Swiftly dealing out the ham-and,
Also beefsteak tough as leather,
Labored daily Minnie Harhar,

——

Sometimes known as Laoghing Waiter, RATS A Mawei
Jerking sinkers from the cuisine - !
To the grill room for the hungry, n pen A \

shd e Aarw, - leal)

Working for a measly stipend

| Of two-fifty, coming weekly. ' ghnsa reel |
| One day to that cobwebbed kitchen | Vi stalely nman

| Came a young man cold snd hungry. | S RIVINE & &

b - - = He was walking on his uppers 2 e

In the storms of wintry weather,
And his garb was built for summer,
Hanging on him loose and flabby,
Like a hide h on & femcepost.

L p '
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Any he might have met then
Woulﬂnﬂ run him in and vagged him.

| Minnie Harhar saw the stranger;

Baw thamhe was weak and weary;
ook him in and filled him quickly
“With the leavings from the tables.

{1t was in the time of Ch:'utlmu—

!Time of cheer and tizme cf plenty. _

Then she sought thes boss and told him Then the stranger seized a tray and
{0f the stranger in the kitchen— _ Went to work with Minnie Harhar,
Told him of the weary walking Dodging ceps until she helped him

{All the way from Kansas City Get a more befitting raiment,

‘Where the stranger had been fired from And the philanthropic movement

‘Just because he had got jagged and Set her back just seven-Afty.

Could mot work at biscuit shooting. Then he got a shave and hair cut

And a bottle of loud perfume.
Thus equipped to make a conguest,

He threw googoo eyes at Minnje—
Threw them hard and threw them often
Until finally she wilted.

Then he took her, unresisting,

In his arms and hugged and kissed her.
He was hers and she was his'n

For a week or ten days, maybe,

Until he had met another

Out upon the public highway—

Met a guselle with a light step

And s smile that put him bughouse.
She was warking in a chop joimt
Farther down toward the river,

And his (oomepldituncd he often = ‘ -
Joyfully in that direction. | el ’ v
chipe Sl g SO ‘Mexico's Christmas Eve

With the gatelle he would wander, [ -
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Autobiography of Santa I“E'j“ V‘n"; |

-

- They were fairly glued together ‘ Christmas [n Mexico lasts for nine . : One t In the Unlted Stutes bt
g it e As walked and chinned each other, | days, eudiog with Chrlstmas ere A Chnstmas Gft pn:t'u-:t‘ '"d apparently pament
t All unknown to Minnie Harhar, | They are described as “the oiue days Bants Clags In Gress Valley, OL

And they'd take their beer quite often
In the wine room at 0'Kelley's.

wanderinge™ belng symbwllcal of the
wanderings of the Virgin Mary and

I am & Christinas gift. 1o fact, |

everybodly gots Christman gifta Then
have alwnys Lewn one. My nge s now

la o ehll: so pour as 1o be @)

Christmas days were soon forgotten,
And the loen he'd got from Minnie
From his memory fast was fading.

at evening
it on him,

enffty,

One day Minnie Harhar saw them
Sauntering along togetber,

And the air was fairly reeking

With the stickiness of love talk.
Minnie caunght on very quickly,

Saw which way the wind was blowing,
But refrained from taking aetion.

When he came to work
Minnie Harhar sprung

Boned him for the sev-

Baying he must dig up quickly
Or she'd pet him out of busines:.
Waiting then for half & minute,

Minnie also shied utensils,

Using them for punctuation:

Huried o plete with such precision
That it spoiled his face forever;
Blammed a stove 1id on his stomach,
Pot of beans against his bosom:

Hit him witih the maszhed potatoes
And a fricz--~ of chicken.

All the time the guests were dodging
Bound the tables in the grill room.

All that she could lay her hands on.
Nothing else was there remaining
But & pie; "twas mude of cuctard.
This she reized without a tremor
With a ory sho rent it hurtling

“ad cafe it landed

Throneh t'e ai
On th:

vicagn of the riker.
With hit fz-» ol ploctaved over,
Surely bo =t et huriners

Sure, she could have bawled him out then,
Azd the gazelle would have shared it,
But would that have helped to get her
Any of the seven-fifty

She'd invested in his raiment!

Minzie Harhar pondered deeply,

Made a sneak and held her temper,

Minnie saw he was not coming
Through with any sum of money,
In the use of the inveective

Minnie Harhar was not slouchy.

Into him she threw it swiftly,

Liks the hot soup from the ladle.

In the rloizest chophouse language

| Minnie t:n addressed the piker—

Saild he was a chump and welsher,

Alsa chesp cirow, phony, moocher;

Called him two spot, bloke and wuszer,

Szid he was a yap from Yapville

And a wkate from down the river.

Pans and plates were flying wildly, .
Walls were epattered with their contents,
While the Loss had taken refuge

In n corner, with a tahle

Upturned there to shield and hide him.
And the piker, he was hiking

Fest erovnd the room and dodging,

But at cvery throw was getting

All that could be coming to him.
Everything was thrown by Minnie,

Until he had eaten through it.
Then outside the door he ambled—
Exit pie and farewell piker,

In the art of roughhouse making
Minnis Harhar cleans the platter,
Trifling rome with her affections
Is not now considered healthful,
And the piker who has tried it1

It is best that he be nameless,
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