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NEWS OF THE WEEK

o a Condensed Form for Our
Busy Readers.

UAPPENINGS OF TWO CONTINENTS

A Resume of the Less Importamt bur
Not Less Interesting Events
of the Past Weak,

—_—

Poth armilos in Manchuris are ready
for moother big Lattle,

ftalinn warships are at hand to en-
forcs demuands on Venezoela il nedes.
pary

It s olelally announes! that the
Hussian oot  has  fOually started for
Vil ivostok .

1t s annoanced that King Alfonso of
Spain will marey the Princess of Con-
paught, of England.

Heturnn seem 1o indieate that the Re.
pibilican slate ticket has earried In
Michigan hy upwands of 70,000 ma-
) wily

Talt proposes to lake the leaders of
the antis to the Fhilippines in hopes of
shiowing them the necessity of reducing
the tanift,

lwmeveit hias snpounosd that he
woull make no move towand securing
peave the Far East until both na-
tons have announced thelr readiness
1o discoutinge hostilitivs,

in

It is reported |0 Washington that be
liw departure from the city the
1 fent imaned an order recalling T
Uader  Powell, recently  appointed
Uniited Niates marshal of Alasks

loree

pros)

Heney has announesd that Mitehell
| b the first tried for  land frauds
Hermany and Williamson will follow
atidd then the othere The trails will
comsnenice early in June, Heoey says
will alwo not work for other indiet

he
ments until  some convictlons are se-
il

luseia will float svother Internal
Jomrd 100,000, D00

Ciungressmen  say  Santo  Domingo

fiersie & pride Worale

Payne says the coming congross will
wot cliange the present tariff lawa,
Civertiment receipls for March ox;

eeslenl the expenditures by nearly §1,-
LUUER

Kolert 3 Wynne, reently sppointed
sl generml st London, has left for
hiis ot

cot

The Tapanese are tmaking & turning
moverent on Kirin, preparatory to an
atthck on Vikdivostok,

The Seattle representative of & Jap
anvse concern has  offered to furniah
S0, 00 J"...m-.n laborers to dig the
Panama canal

The president has selected Theodore
P Shonts, president of the Toledo, St
Fevin & Western railrond, as hend of
the tow Panama canal commisslon

Nothiong has bwen hearnd for several
daxe ol the Jupanese army following
General Linjeviteh, and St, Petersburg
sithorites wre fearfui that another sur-
prise s abut o bo sprunyg.

Tohe Veneroelan court has declded
gainst the American ssphaslt trust, ac
coninig it of aiding the recont revolu
Lian A decislon has also lbeon ren.
dorde ngainmt the Freuch cable com.
pany

(lyama's army has resumed a genoral
mivance

Himsill Sage has retired from active
LTI T

Many Japanese prisonors in Russla
eomuit suielde,

Rissinng say the Japaness are busy
Mirring np the baxers again,

The yellow peril seare against Japan
bias beon revived (n Europe,

The Bannockburm company may re-
build i woolen mills st Albany.

Tho milway rate bill will be roady
ntetober, whed the president will
eall congresn together.

All repurts of mediation and  peace
are denlod by Ruossinn suthorities, who
My the war will go on.

Incendinrion wot fire to the ship
bullding works st Hevastopol, doing
great damnge to work under way.

During Mareh 70,000 immigrants
oame into this eountry throngh the
Prtof New York, Last year for the
:I:r:n' mith the arrivals were only 47,-

An wnonymons threat to dynamite
the Waraw police has caused the offi-
o 10 boit everyone coming in the di-
fvtion of the lLarrscks, compelling
ther to yo in wnother direction.

Hayti in throatoned with anti-Syrian

Fiotw,

Tho kalsors viait to Morooco irritates
France and raisos British hopes.

A newly arrived Russian st New
York hius boen found to have leprosy.

Jupaness statosmon proposs s triple

Allinnes of Jupan, United States and
Britain,

Tho Salvation Army has established
A frenh air home for Chicago waifs on
b furm of BO pores,

Baron Belence hall, with s number
ol valuublo Instruments at Denison un-
Ivemity, Granville, Ohlo, burned.

| ENRICH THE LAND.,

Great Irrigation Project for Southern
Idaho Recalves Approval.

Wanhington, April 4.=The Payotte.
Boiwe irrigation profect (o Idalo Linn
reoelved the formal approval of the see-
roliry of the Interlor, who tecently wet
anide 01,900,000 fur Initiating the
work of constructlon,  This setion hiss
lwon anticlipated for some time, and s
Inrgely the rewalt of the splendid entor-
prise of the citisens of that sootion,
For more than s year the landownors,
organiesd Inlo & waler-users’ sesocis-
Hon, linve Inbonsd Indolatigably 1o her
motiee the many contlictiog elaims of
private interests in lands, canals, and
water righis, with the result thint tondny
practically the yulley ma n unit stands
Pledged 1o the government enlerprise

Cirent ue the satisfaction of the eiti-
nn may e on acconnt of the favor-
able actlon of the secretary, It in no
groater than that felt by the reclumi:
tion service, which has long recognized
the fact that the Payetto Boise project
I otie of the most attractive in the
arid Went, mnid but for the many and
comipllented  private and corporste in-

terents involved, would have been se-

lected for the initial work of the gov-

ernment in Maho, The people, baving

worked out matistuctory solutions 1o the
divers probleme, are deseiving of the
suceess which has finally crowned their
offorts,

While the cltizens were stralghtoning
ot thelr ditbeulties  the government
eugltioers tharoughly  investigated the
phyrical conditious and worked out
vcotnprel enwive  plane  for  ireigation,
which have been presented to and re
veived the spproval of the board of con-
malting engineers, These investigations
show that the project is entirely feasi-
hle from engineering standjaint
The latuls to be reclalmed are of excel
benr®  quality, and  with the elimatie
conditions  prevailing arm capable of
sustmining & dense popaiation. The
fertility of the lands now under irriga
tiom  dosvres Lhe Ooancial soundness of
the undertaking Newrly W0 per cent
of wll the drrigabile land in the valley in
pledgad ta repay the government ite ex
pemditure for providing m permanent
water supply

The estimated cost of the entire YR
tem ie 010,702,000, or st average oomt
tot to exceed $30 per acte for the land
which has no fscilitien at present for
irrigation. This smonot includes main.
tenance for ten years, aiso the value of
pxisting works which would be utilized
bt which would not have W be paid
for by the government, and the pur
chinme of rights of way, which will have
w be provided [rom the revlamation
fund
The fall utilieation of the watgr sup
ply in the Folse and Payette rivers will
possibly Lo the complete reclamation
of nemriy 600,000 pcres, which, divided
inte fur unite of 80 neros, will mean
P00 fars, & rural ||uldl!.l'|lnl| of 30.-
00, and & population in towos and
villagen of double that nomber
The sgricaltursl wealth of the wal:
ley, estimuted on the Lanis of the last
cenaus, would be approxomatety . leris
gated Jand, $30 0040 000 ; farm il
ings, $4.500,000; implements and ms.
BLALOO00; Hive stock, 9,

chinoery,

300,500 canale amd  reservoirs, $12,-
000,000; wial, $H7.210.600, In 1100
the value of farm property for the

whale state of Idaho was §67,271,200.
1t sectnn male to asmume that with the
completion of the Bolse Payette project
the farm property of this section would
have & valoe equal to 50 per cont of
that of the whole state.

The Bolse sl Payette valloys gonsti-
tute one of the most attractive seeticns
of the West, In the past few years
they have undergane a traneformation
that is nothing less than  msrvelons
The progress in agricultare is reflocted
in the Il‘ll'll'l]li growlh ol the towns wd
Jacent, angd the whole hasin presents an
alluring picture to the visitor, and fur
nishes an excellont sample of the result
of irrigation. It requires no particalar
acumin 1o seo that these valleys have
entered wpon an erm of substantial de-
velopment which is destined to nnite
them in one of the richest agricultural
communities on this continent,

Decides to Indict Packers.
Chicago, April 4. — Well-authenti-
eated reports that the Fedoral grand
jury which is investigating the business
methods of the meat packers will re-
turtt Indictments when it reconvenss
next Wednesdny were prevalent today.
The report was that the adjournment
taken  yosterduy was  really decided
apon In order to allow Amistant Altor-
ey Gioneral Pagin time to draw op the
bills at hin leisure and give doe con-
wideration to the mass of testimony
takon ainee the Jury fiml went inte
weanlon,

Display Burbank's Wondors.
San Francisco, April 4.=The women
of Santa Rosa and Sonoma county will
make n florsl exhibit st the Portlnmnd
exposition with the other products from
Ronomi county, and it will be made up
for the moat part of Luther Burbank's
floral creations, 11 enough can ey woe
sured that will stand shipment to Port-
Jund, the display will be entirely of his
flowors, as the women of the city wnd
county are anxiovs to show Mr, Bur-
bank how they appreciate his work,
Chile and Peru Have a Tiff.

Lima, Pera, April 4, —=The papers (0-
day priot Chile's reply to the Poruvian
protest regarding Tacna and  Ariea.
The reply delears that Chileo is rosolve
od, without wonnding the pusceptibilie
ties of Pern, to acquire dofinitely de-
miinlon and sovereignty over Tacna ! d

Lown, $100,000.

Ariea,

WHEAT OUTLOOKX VERY BRIGHT
Cold Rains Have Damaged Prunes,
but Farmers are Sallsfied.

Albany—Linn connty people  are
walching the weather man | Lo ly Eliene
dayw, and yearnmng lor & *'fair duy"’
flug,  Thin s particolarly true of froit-
prowers, for the recent cold rains are o
menace to the fruit erop.

Aw it in, some injury hus boon report-
ol A prominent farmer wnd et
grower of Linn county states that e is
of the opinion that cherrien wnd pronse
nre sormew st dojured alrendy, particn.
Intly cherries. The chorey trees were
loaded with blossonin at ||:I' vnd of the
wirm spring weather that marked the
cloming duys of Febroary and the first
half of Murch, and the rain eaught
them at the tenderest pgpe Then n
couple of Hight fronts last week  medded
1o the dunger,

Pranes wore not hrought out so mnch
me cherrion by the prematore sdvent of
spring, woid may possihly escape injury,
AMthough the treos  sevined be in
blosscin at the beginning of the ralne.
they were in reality not  generally in
fudl bloom, but were losded with buaids
that were Just ready to barst but  lisd
not yel expowed the wender inner  part
W the wenther, Umder these clreum. b
stapces it s believed the demage  will
be nominal, gl wenther comes
ot However, it would not  take
many days of chilling rains and winds
do irpephrable damage. It s boon
sated that the praone trees were giving
ovidence of siich 8 beavy crop that it
would really be better for the frait i
some of the embityo pranes were killed
by the cold

(Hher branchies of tarming are faring
well,  An easy winter and carly spring
places stock in eacellent condition, and
every clase of stock looks well,  Dalry
farters are milking mwore cows, with
better results than in at
thin wenson ol the yonr Many tarmers
will finieh the winter in much better
shape than was gnticipated after the
pour crope of lust vear 1
Wheat is looking fine, and, barring
romie linforeseen (reak of nature 1o de-
stroy the present bright prospects, the

Ly

veurs balore

wheat vield of the valley will 1w far
aldive the averagy Full sown whent
cun mlenost be seen b grow now, and

many farimors wre prepuring to puat ull |
Mhitr romsining nereage 10 #pring grain,

Albany Mill May Be Rebuilt,
AMbany—FPresident Charles  Coopey
and Sectetary 1. M Girant, of the Ban-
nockbnrn Woolen Mills company, who
have heen in Albany looking alter their
proporty, which was recently  almost
totally destroyed hy firo, state that it
I pisaible the mill will he  rebuilt,
Ihe brick walls are part of them staud.
ing and in good shape, and some of the
machinery can bo savisd.  The hig boil.
or in the engine rootn was nol 11.‘.“:1\;‘---1‘
und altogethier there 18 guite a nuelens
arodnd which to start a new mill, The
eompany bad a great deal ol business
abod when the fire ocenrred

Independence ldea To Be Aired.

Iadepondeno—It is the purpose of
the Willamette Valley loprovement
leaguie 1o eall o mweting of the sxern-
tive committes provided for st Salem
last week to meet in lllriu]mnlll-lu'e' the
Inst of April,  Members of the Tudde-
pendence Tmprovement league are con-
sidoring the advisability of ealling »
general moeeting, to beo held here at the
e time,  Teallisd, and it most likes
Iy will be, the progran will e an execs
utive session in the afternoon and &
banguet in the evening, at which the
Independence idea will find expression,

Snowfall Late, but Deep,
Sumptor—A hoavy fall of snow oc-
cnreed  here last week, making it al-
miost  possible o use  slods aonin
Placer mingrs are happy over the out-
look, us they are now promised o mach
longer  semeon in which to work than
they expected from indications s short
thme ago.  Quite s depth of snow has
been renched in the uplands, therelore
streams will not dry up a8 soon &s
thought.  Weather prophets are st o
loss to explain the nnusaal conditions
which have provailed for the pust two
monthx

Ranchers to Fight for Water.
Milton—A mass meeting of 300 frait
growors and eitizens of Milton nwnd  vie
einity was held in Alliance hall for the
purpose of providing legal wdvice and
thie best methods (o pursue against  the
Pescock Mill company, which bas
brovght it ageinst the city of Milton
and all the irrigation diteh companive
and private property owners in this
valley, to determine the smount of
water the Pencock Mill company shall
appropriate for the purpose of running
thelr mills at this place.

Snow in Linn Mountains.
Albany—There 18 now considernble
anow in the mountaing in this part of
the state and high water in the strenms
in this part of the valley is feared.
The rocont ming have filled the stronms
up to their bioks, and warm ruins,
which would melt the snow  all st one
time wonld causo n flood.  There has
beon no damage from high water during
former raine this winter, ss there was
comparatively no snow on the monn.
tndny until the recont cold weather.

Klamath People Raise Big Bonus,
Klumath Falls—Klamath county has
raised $80,000 of the #100,000 bonus
for the Woeed rallrond extension to
Kinmath Falls, and has obtained an
extension until May 1 to riise the bal-
shee, Tho balance wndoubtedly will
be raised, and the railroad coannection
of thils section with the outeide world is
now amsured,

-
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FRAUD ON BTATE.

Marion County Grand Jury Will Inves-
tigate lllegal Transactions.

Halem=—Though the statutes governs
ing the male of wiate lands hsve been
violated ever since they were enancled,
the Investigation to be made by the
Marion county grand jury this week
will be the first attempt that has ever
been made to punish infraction of these
lawn, Severnl hundred thousand acres
of land have been bought llegally, und
the state school fund has  been de-
spoiled of severasl hoodred thousand
dollars, but wroally punishment of the
offense has been barred Ly the statute
of limitation before [t was diseovered,
or, the state baving received the legal
price for the land sald, no one feels in-
terested enongh to start an investiga-
tion. The offense which the grand
Jury will investigate this week is of re-
cent date, and the facts are 8o well
known that the transactions ecan
nenrcely be overlooked.

Hecause the state in every instance
receives the price required by law, and
i# not directly robbed, it has been easy
to let the infractions of law go with
searce o passing notice.  Bat indireetly
the wtate has been robbed and vigorous
action at the proper time wounld not
only have landed the offenders in  prie-
on, but saved many thousands of dol-
lnrs for the school fund. It ie not
through the ordinary sales of echool
Innd that the steals have taken place,
for in all such cases the state hak re-
ceived all the land is worth. It is
through the lien land operations that
the munipulators of public lands have
made their fortunes st the expense of
the school fund,

Show Valley Live Stock.

Waondburn—Two thousand people at-
tended the livestock fair in this city
Inst Baturday. A splendid address was
deliversd by Hon. James Withyeombe,
of the State Agricultural college, of
Corvallis. Colomel J, B. Eddy, Hon,
J. W, Bailey, state food and dairy com-
modsaiouer, and J. H, Bettlemier also
delivered lively speeches.  Altogether
the initiation of ths fair was & magnifi-
cent piccess,  President Fred Dose and
Secretary William P. Penneboaker will
proveed to perlect n permanent organi-
sation. A throe days fair of all pro-
ducts and livestock will be held during
next Octolwer,

Mohair Pools are Bought Up.

Dallas—Dnllas witnessed one of its
busiest days Eaturday, oceasioned by
the selling of the pool of the Polk and
Yamhill Connty Moharir associations.
The Yumhill pool, consisting of 40,000
pounds, was purchased by Bumheimer
& Co., of Portland, at 311 cents. The
aesocintion retains the sacks, which
were held at 25 cents each. The Polk
county pool, consisting of 50,000
pounds. was bought by I, I.. Fenton,
of Dullas, at 32 conts.  The prices
paid are considered the best, as the
market stanils,

Dog Poison in Bologna Sausage,

Independence—Dlog  poisoning  has
become o common  in Independence
thut no surprise iy expressicd when a
canine is observed in the throes of
death on the street or in a front yard.
Some of the most valuable dogs in town
have been poisoned and though there is
n standing reward of $200, the poisoner
has not been spprehended.  Bologoa
sausage containing poison has Deen
picked up in different portions of town,
but it affords no elne as to the identity
or motive of the poisoner.

For Chesse Factory at Ukiah.

Pendleton—Wanl Emigh, proprietor
of the Walla Walla creamery, who will
extabilish o cheese factory at Ukiah,
40 miles south of this place, is in the
city making arrangements for the trans.
portation of his cheese making machin-
ery and will open the factory within a
few days for business. The machinery
hing o capacity of 24,000 pounds of milk
& day, but as the deiry interests have
declined of late, Mr. Emigh does not
expect nearly that much at first.

Waiting for a Market for Coal.

Riverton—The bunkers of the River-
ton Mining & Development company’s
mine have been filled and mining oper-
ations have been suspended awaiting o
vessel to carry coal.  Manager Rouse
of the company is now in San Franciseo
looking up the coal market and arrang-
ing for the freighting of his conl. The
steamer Chico, of Ban Franclsco, which
g now due hers, will take the first
eargo of coal from this place,

Heavy Snow Now in Bohemia,
Cottage Grove—There is heavy snow
in the Bohemin district now, and out-
side work will be late this year on that
account  The telephone line between
Cottage Girove and the mines is down
on seconnt of the recent storms.

PORTLAND MARKETS.

Wheat — Club, B8@87e per bushel;
Bluestem, 93@0o; valley, 88ce,

Oats—No. | white, $28620 per ton;
gray, $27G08.

Hay=Timothy, $14@16 per ton;
clover, $116012; grain, $11@12; cheat,
$11@1e,

Epga—0Oregon ranch, 17@17 e per
doren,

Butter—Faney creamery, 256027 e,

Potatoes — Oregon  fancy, 85@06c;
eommon, BH@B80e.

Apples—Fancy $1.76@2 50 per box;
choice, $1@ 1,26,

H ps—Chaolee, 1904, 23} @24¢ per
pound,

Wool=Valley, 200 per pound; East-

POISON FOR BABES.

Adulterated Infant Food Kills Half a

Million a Year.

Chicaigo, April 3. — Nearly half a
million babien died in the United
States last year from the effects of adul.
ternted infant foods, polsons used in
eoloring butter and candy, formalde-
hydo in milk, and other impure articles
of diet turned out by fraudolent manu-
facturers. Duta to grove this assertion
were produced before the meeting of
the executive eommittee of the National
nssocintion of Blate Dairy and Food
Dopartments, which met today at the
Grand Northern hotel,

A bitter war in the ranks of the asso-
ciation i expected to be revealed.
Food commissioners from different
stutes, health officers and officery of the
Natlonal sssociation are in attendance,
Differenees of opinion econcerning the
alleged adulteratione nre mid to be re-
sponwible for the strife.  Panl Pierce,
of Chicago, and K, Allen, of Kentucky,
wecrotary of the association, are the
leaders of the two factions. Mr. Allen
has come to Chicago to look alter his
Interests,

The ¢laim of enormons fatality among
infants last year resulting {rom impure
food s made by J. N, Hurly, secretary
of the Indisne state board of health,
Mr. Hurty produces figures to show
that 65 per cent of the total deaths of
tufante in Ameriea last year were due
to poisons sdministered in impure foods
and the deadly concoctions placed on
the market by fravdulent food manu-
facturern., He prodoces siatistics to
show that more than 700,000 infants
died in the United States last year.

“If Mr. Horty's figures are correct,'’
said Mr. Pierce, “and I believe they
are, an army of 455,000 infants was
murdersd last year by food adultera-
tions.  They were poisoned by infant
foomie and dyes and chemicals contained
in the diet their mothers have fed them
in an effort to appease their uppetites,
to sntisfy their natural desires for nour-
ishisent and rear them healthfully to
matnrity.

“When such conditions as these are
harrassing our land, when these haby-
killing tood adulterators are permitted
to stalk forth smong us, blighting our
homes, feeding on the lives of our
children to fatten thelr purses, is it not
time that pure food workers regarded
some other subject of greater import
than whisky, to the adulteration of
which they have lately devoted most of
their energy?”’

REVENGE IS TAKEN.
Russian Bomb-Thrower Mutilates an
Enemy of Socialists,

Ladz, Bussinn Poland, April 3.—Po-
lice Commissioner Szabalovicz, of the
Second district, was  serionsly injured
today by a bomb, which was thrown at
him in the street.

The police commissioner had leen
summoned by telephone to come 1o the
office of the chief of police, and started
on foot, followed by & policeman. The
formor noticed, at the corner of Kon-
stantinesk and  Zawarski slreets, »
poorly clad man earrying a basket, As
Szabulovicz approached, the man sud-
denly hurled a bomb, which exploded
with terrific foree, blowing off the com-
missioner's feet and severly wounding
him in the breast. 1t is feared his in-
juries will prove fatal.

The force fo the explosion is judgable
L'y tie fact that it tore a hole in the
ground two feet deep and 12 feet in cir-
cumference. The accompanying police-
man drew his sword and wounded the
commissioaer’s assailant on the head.
When the prisoner wns searched a
loaded revolver and some cartridges
were found in his pockets, He is re-
ported to be dying from the ewonl euts
received,

The explosion was heard about five
miles away. All the windows in the
neighborhood were shattered. People
in ndjoining houses were thrown %o the
floor.

Szabalovicz i hated by the Socilists,
He ia charged with killing a Socialist
during the disturbances here in Decem-
ber lust.

Norwegian boluny for Nevada.

Reno, Nev., April 8. —The Norwe-
giang of Minnesotsn and the Dakotas
plan to establish an immense colony in
Neviada. A representative arrived here
this week, and in now carrying out the
plans, It is planned to secure a tract
of several thousand acres of unclaimed
land in the central portion of the state,
constract an irrigation system and
place it ready for the plowman. When
this is done, arrangements sre already
made to have thousands of Norwegian
families come tothe state and place
the land under cultivation,

Oregon Used Up the Funds,

Washington, April 3. — Beventeen
specinl agents of the land office in var-
jons Western states were furlonghed
todny on aeconnt of shortage in funds.
A large part of the appropriation for
specinl  agents has been consumed in
the employment of special officers en-
gaged in running down frands in Ore.
won. Secrotary Hitchcoek deemed it
more important to get at the boltom of
facts in Oregon than to conduct exten-
sive formal examinations elsewhere,

Coal Miners' Scale Renewed.

Philadelphin, April 3.—<The soft coal
operators late this afternoon stated that
they had practieally agreed to renew
the wage seale. This will prevent the
threatened strike of 50,000 miners in
the bituminods district. A joint con-
ference of the operators and miners will
be held in Altoona tomorrow to com-
plete the arrungement.

Rushing Supplies to the Front.
8t. Petersbhurg, April 3.—More than
ten traing, stocked with provisions and
war material, are leaving 8t. Peters-

ern Oregon, 15@ 18¢; mohalr, choice,
28@31¢ per pound. ,

burg daily for Viadivostok.

Nﬁﬁg_ NANED

President Announces Reorganiz-
ation of Canal Commission.

ONLY ONE OLD MEMBER REMAINS

Consists of Sevan Mambers, but All
Actual Work Will Be Done
by Three Only,

Washington, April 4. —The pm:’dent
has enrried out his plans for the reor-
ganization of the Isthmian eansl com-
misgion as to the personnel and busi-
ness methods, generally on the lines of
the legislation he suggested 1o congress
at the last sessiion, which failed in the
cruah of business in the closing hours.
Today, within half an hour after the
president’s  departure from Washing-
ton, Becretary Talt, directly in charge
of cansl matters, made public the
names of members of the new commis-
sion and the division of duties among
them. Only one member of the old
commission was reappointed, Benja-
min M. Harrod.  Otherwise the com-
mission is new from top to bottom, lor
there is a top and bottom and consider-
able difference in the fonctions and
pay of the commissioners. Findiog be
was obliged legally to appoint reven
comtissioners, the president did so,
but be earried out his own plan by
making three of them practically the
full commission. The other four,
though bearing the title of commission-
ers, not only receive a much lower com-
peneation, but are assigned much
smaller fields of activity.

The personnel of the new commis-
sion in as [ollows:  Theodore P.
Shonts, chairman; Charles E. Magoon,
governor of the eanal zone; John F.
Wallace, chief engineer: Rear Admiral
M. T. Endicott, United States navy;
Brigadier General Peter C. Huins,
United States army (retired); Colonel
Oswald M. Ernst, corps engineer, Unit-
ed States army; Benjamin M. Harrod,

SEND THIS BOOK EAST,

Tell Your Friends About Oregon,
Washington and ldaho.

The 1905 issue of *Oregon, Washing-
ton, Idaho and Their Resoarces,'” is-
sued by the passenger departments of
the Oregon Hailroad & Navigation com-
pany, and the lines of the Southern
Pacific in Oregon, is now ready for dis-
tribution, 50,000 copies having been
issued., The book is divided into chap-
ters covering the following sabjects:
Climate, Dairying, Diversifiad Farm-
ing, Fish and Fishing, Fruit Culture,
Grain Growing, Grasses and Forage
Plants, Homes for Millions, Hop Rais-
ing, Irrigation, Lewis and Clark Ex-
position, Lumber and Lumbering,
Markets, Mines and Mining, Portland
the ‘‘Koee City,” Railroads, Schools
and Churches, Soil, Stock Raising, Veg-
etables products, Lands in Western
Oregon, condensed informstion about
towns and cities along the O. R. & N.
and the Southern Pacific lines.

Every citizen of the states ex-
ploited 1a the book will find it valo-
able to send to relatives and friends in
other states who may be induced to
come and live in the Pacific North-
west,

Four cents in stamps sent to A. L.
Craig, General Passenger Agent of the
Oregon Railroad & Navigation company,
Portland, Oregon, with the address of
an eastern {riend, will insure its being
sent.

FIFTY MINERS ARE ENTOMBED.

Double Explosion Wrecks Shaft and
Kills Majority of Men.

Benton, 111., April 4. —Some 50 min-
ers were entombed today in  Jospeh
Leiter's mine at Zeigler by & terrific
explosion of gas, and it is probable that
30 or 40 of the buried men are dead.
Thus far four bodies have been found.

When between 85 and 40 miners hoad
descended into the mine today to re-
sume work, a terrific evplosion blew
the timbers abont the mouth of the
mine high into the air.

Czar Still Hopes to Win,

St. Petersburg, April 4.—A mesting
of all the members of the Grand Ducal
oirele was held in the palace of the
Grand Duke Viadimir late last night,
at which the czar was present and at
which the question of war or peace was
thoroughly discussed. A majority of
those present favored the beginning of
peace negotiations, but the Grand
Duke Viadimir and his intimate asso-
cintes stated thut in their opinion it
would be far better to continue the
fighting, at least for the present. This
view apparently met the czar's view.

Awful Havoc by Bomb.

8t. Petersburg, April 4.—Seventy
persons, 30 artillerymen avd 40 Chi-
nese, were killed Monday by the terrific
explosion of & bomb in the artillery de-
pot st Harbin, Manchuria. The man
who csused the explosion was also
killed. The entire laboratory, a hage
establishment, was wrecked, and 10,-
000,000 projectiles were destroyed—2,-
000 pucking cases containing 5,000
each, Milliong of other projectiles, not
vet completed, were made useless.

Rates of Desertions from Navy.

Whashington, April 4.—In a state-
ment issued today by Rear Admiral
Converse, chief of the Burean of Navi-
gation, it is shown that of an enlisted

force of 30,066 men in the navy, only
10.7 per cent deserted,

BOWEN IS UPHELD.

Has Not Exceeded His Instructions in
Doaling with Castro,

Washington, March 31, —~Dr, Jose de
Jesus Paul, special reprefentative of
President Castro, had an interview to-
day with the president respecting the
imues that have arisen between Vene-
zuels and the United States, Dr. Paal
appears to believe that these issues
might be settled by » change in the
Awerican legation in Caracas, in view
of the strained relations between Presi-
dent Castro and Mr, Bowen. Heis
awaiting the text of the communication
from Fresident Castro to the American
minister relative to the arbitration pro-
po‘al, which document is en route to
Washington by mail.

As an impression apparently prevails
tosome extont, not only in Venneszu-
ela, but in this country, that Minister
Bowen has incurred the ill will of
President Castro by an excess of zeal
in the presentation of the American
clasims against Venezuels, it may be
stated that official inguiry from Wash-
ington has developed the fact that Mr.
Bowen merely presented to the Vene-
zuelan government the precise instruc-
tions sent to him from the State depart-
ment relative to arbitration; that he
did not add to nor take from those in-
wtructions in the slightest degree, bat
in fact effaced himsell, 0o the fact is
that the Btate department and not Mr.
Bowen is responsible for this presents
ment which has so stirred the Vene-
zuelan government.

In view of the statement from Dr.
Paul touching Mr. Bowen, it can be
added upon the highest authority that,
in view of the adminsitration, the
doctor has no official standing snd
whkatever communication he makes to
the president or State department can-
not bave any weight or bearing. If
President Castro 18 dissatisfied with
Mr. Bowen, he must have recourse to
the regular diplomatic chanpel and
communicate that fact formally to this
government, which cannot receive rep-
resentations on the subject from other
sources, :

MILL IS IN RUINS.

Bannockburn Property at Albany is
Ravaged by Fire.

Albany, Or., Masch 31.—The old Al-
bany woolen mill, a brick building
being operated by the Bannockburn
Woolen Mills company, of Portland,
was Wednesday entirely destroyed by
fire, involving the owners in a loss of
about $50,000, and the city in a loss in
payroll and general expenditares
city's stores that cannot be replaced in
years. While the Bannockburn Woolen
Mills company will not suffer a loss
greater than the figures given above,
the building could not be duplicated
for less than $75,000. It cost that
when built, and later some $20,000
more Was spent upon it.

The fire originated in the drying
room, in a wooden annex or basement
built below the main floor of the buld-
ing, on the waler front. It is sup-
posed to have been started by an ex-
plogion in the steam drying apparatus,
though the exsct origin is not known.
The flames shot quickly up the big
power belt to the first floor of the main
building. Here the floor and
woodwork furnished fuel for the Sames
wed in & moment the entire building
was on fire.

The building, with all the walaable
and intricate machivery, is a total loss.
There were no manufactured products
on hand, hence the losses are confined
to buildings, machinery and the small
amount of raw material. The large
bolier and engine are thought to be un-
injured, though some explosions that
were heard from the direction of the
engine and drying rooms may have in.
jured the big machinery.

Pennsylvania Miners Will Strike.

Altoona, Pa., March 31.—The oper-
ators and miners of the central bita-
minous district of Pennsylvania, after
being in conference in this city almost
continuously since March 10 endeavor-
ing to agree on a wage scale to go into
effect on April 10, adjourned finally to-
day without coming to an agreement,
The failure to agree means a  suspen-
sion of work by the 18,000 organized
miners of the district at the end of the
present week. The employers demand
a 10 per cent reduction, but the men
sy it is bevond consideration.

Awaits Creditors’ Approval.

Washington, March 31.— Interest at
the State department centers in the at-
titnde of the French and Belgian cred-
itors towards the recent settloment
with Santo Domingo. It is realized
there that an unfavorable reply on their
part might cause an embarassing situ-
ation, in view of the action which this
government has already taken. These
ereditors have, inall. claims of $186,-
000,000 agninst S8anto Domingo, and
their attitude towards the agreement is
of great importance.

Commission on Port Arthur's Loss.

8t. Petersburg, March 31.—(1 a. m.)
~—The membership of tbﬁ&mminim
to investigate the cironmstances of the
surrender of Port Arthur, under the
presidency of Genémal Roop, has been
announced. It @ ts of General
Reunberg, of the ra; Giebenckoff
and Kamaroff, of the infmtry; Denfon-
enkoff, Krijanorsky and Bogaviesky, of
the artillery; and Admirals Dikoff and
Doubasgoff. The sitting will begin at
the middle of May.

All but American Treaty Ratified.

Berne, Switzerland, Mareh 31.—The
Bundesrath today ratified all 'the pend-
ing treaties of commerce with the ex.
ception of the treaty with the United
Btates. Further
the latter will be necessary because
the action of the American senate in
modifying what is regarded as sn es-

sentinl clause of the treaty, !




