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NEWS OF THE WEEK

In a Condensed Form for Our
Busy Readers.

HAPPENINGS OF TWO CONTINENTS

A Resume of the Lass Important but
Not Leas Interesting Events
of the Past Week.

——

Tore sonatas will not increase the Cie
Jambla river spproprintons

Joseph W. J, loo has  beent namel
for conan] general at Panwima,

The Pavama canal  oommissdoners
b violated the law in boying sup-
plios without advertisements public lor
hiils.

George 8. Boutwall, of Massachisetts,
furmerly secretary of the lreasory, in
ll!‘ﬂ'l
the strike
buming

Ie sants are joining In
movement 10 Poland aud  are
wilisons,

The ltunsdnn offieers who broke their
parole hiuve boon ordered back o Ban
Franoison

Klnmath
promtpotied

The finsl settloment of the
irrigation sehetne has hesn
until April.

The Rossian government has adoptod
strotig inensures 10 keep the rallways
I e ration.

DOINGS N GDHGIIKII.'

Tuesday, Fobruary 21.

The house today passed the  Fhilip.
pine tarifl bill, practically we it came
from the pommities,  The river an
harbor appropristion bl was  then
tkon up but it wan soon Inid axide and
v orul TR Weky | I, the st
important of which wae the authoriza
tlon glven the secrotary of war to returm
to the pevern] states the Union sed Con
federate Lt letingn,

The senate committon today reportd
thut It would be Imposibile to et on
the rmilrond rate bill wt this  sesslon
without lgnoring the railromds,  Con.
slderation of the Indian appropristoin
Bl was beyun A short time wan
given to the defense of Judge Swayne,
wiind the senate hegan the conmlderation
of the bill for the governmont of the
Isthoinn caunl rone

Wadneaday. February 22,

Government ownership of rallroads
wan discussed by the senate today in
connection with the purchase of the
Panama rallroad, while the Lill for the
government of 2he canal gone wan under
conslderatbon. Conslderation of the
bill wae vot completed when the senate
wdljourned.

A nuriber of wiltiesses were sz
ineed v bebadt of Juidge Bwayne in the
tmpeachment procosdings agninst him

Alter a briof but spirited debate the
houre  today sent  back to conlerence
the wrmy appropriation bl Al sen
ale mmiendiments were agaln disagrosd
o, excepting one appropristiog $h,.
000 for continning the cable from
Valder 1o Beward, Alaska,

Thursday, February 23.
Withombt a dullar being mdilisd or sub-
tracted the river and barbor appropria

The Russinn Thindl Pacllle squadeon
han passes] Chetbourg, France, on s
way W the Far Kast

tiarky, the priest strike leader, las
Tewits relionsed and re-arrented, 10 be e
Ve froan Bt Petembiuarg.

Fleven persois were killesl and more
thiate 50 others injursd, some prolably
fatally, by the collagme of & foour in
Now York eolored charch

Ntarvallon threatens  Fairbanka,

Aluska
Secrvtary Taft will speak ot the Lowis
anil Clark fair |

041 mon of several states have united |
to fight the Standard Oil vompany

tion bill passed the hoose bxlay, after
the semsion had ron well Into the even-
Ing.  The total wmount earrisd by the
ikl im 917,204, 6847, It was bmpeded
by the offering of smendments, hut
only those presented by the commities
were midopled

The last tewtitiony in the interest of
Judge Swayne in the hinpeachiment
agninst hiim timlay presented o
the setinte,

The Wdl providing a form of governs
mwiont  for the Paonms canal sone was
pausses] carly in the day

Woan

Friday, February 24,

The time of the senate toalay was

divided botween the Bwayne impsmch- | Tygh ridge and abont Dafur, the most |
Lon their concentrators.

ment trial and the motion of Beveridge

| febds, with the exsception of thowe
[ the extreme north part of the county,
| henee vory little, if any
{done fall grain in the prineipal wheat
| meetion of the cruanty
| tnmbia river the snow had
| fore thw frecee came, sl in that soction
| grain has bisen tnore or
Land reseeding will s

—

NO STATE FAIR THIS YEAR.

Attorney General Says Siate Funds
Cannot be Used for Race Mast,

Bulvtn="*No state fair can be bheld in
1L, deelures Altorney  Giehoral
Crawlord, in snwser to an inguiry from
thie wtate Guir bhonnd,  The leginlature st
I poceiin mension passed wn aet authors
being anid directing the state fnir boapd
b exprendd the annual  appropristion of
BLO, 00 for tnprovements in 1905, wod
relieving the bowrd Trom holding an ex-
hibsit in that yenr,

The fuir board, however, was anxions
Bs Dnled Bk thin yenr and sought o
findd muthority therefor in mection 41498
of the code, making it the duty of the
bowrd i hold **an anpual fair or exhi-
bstion, " which section has not been pes
jwalesl,

The attorney genersd holds that, ul-
though thik section has  not  been  re-
I|-t'n!l-|, vapressly or by anplieation,
Illn- leginlutore lax suspendad the hold.
[ e ol the fair for one year.  He also
[ Bolds that the anpual approprigtion of

BL0,000, togethier with the  sadditional
000 appropriated Ly the legislsoure,
ilmu_ﬂ b uwedl for improvetmnenis st the
I"'" pronnds dur.og the yenr 1905, and
]'|Imi nhy s not so aeed will revert 1o
‘_llu- general fund,  In conelusion Attor-
Pney Genersl Crawlond says  there  in
[nothing to prevent the loard from
holling & race meet in JP06, bat bone
of the state appropristion can e ased
for that purpuise,

| SNOW COVERED WASCO FIELDS.

{Only Damage 1o Wheat is Along the
| Columbia River,

The Dulles—From reports  farnmers
inke, Wiseo vounty has withsted the
revent eold better thinn almost any oth-

| er meetion of Eastern Oregon,  Doring
[ the colil wenther snow covered all grain
in
damnge, was
[ B
i lted] e

Along the

less  injured,

nevessary O

extensive grain growing section, the

Northwest senstors have anked an in- |y, wppoint conferces on the joint state | damage is nominal, sl ouly fnolated

crease in river and harbor
Lins

Ajrjiropria

Avtomoliiles are to mee from the AL
aliitie coast to Portland for the lewis
ntud Clark fair

A Lig lee gorge han carried out n|
Union Pacific matlrond breidge on Loup
river, st Columbus, Neliraaka

| vite

hood bl It is the expeetation that
the SBwayne
reached  Muncay
reachesd (0 the appaointment

hood  conforeos

hotwe Jirecting the attormey general 1o
proceed  against the armor plate trust,
A number of penxion bills  from the

matter will be |
Nou sgroetent wak | freeze grain in of good eolorand thrifty,
of  wtate- Fand bide fair to make an exvellent erop.

|
A resolution was  introeduesd in the |

instanves will resecding  be  regquired,

Whiers the snon has gone oft sinee the

New Grants Pass lron Foundry.

| Cirnnts Pass — Two  carlids of ma-
| ehinery hiave arriyed hen
[ irants Pass Tron and Steel works, the

for the new

St, Louis fluanciers are lnteresting | senate were consldered, altogethor 1250 0 nrime that Lae become s necessity

capital for the construction of an elec
tric rond from Bt Louis to  Kaansas
Clly I

What is lelieved to have been Faul
Jotiea' lesly has beon found by lhrl
senrchiors in the old Bt Louls cemetery,
in Paris.

Ilie secrotary of state has  recoirsd
fur presentation to President  Roosevelt
n large photargaph of the empress dow-

ager, of Chin

The Japaness have captored a Kus
wian  position of Aimportance alter an
awlul bmttle,  Tho losses of both  wides
will resch into the thousands, but it s
belioyed the Japanese lost the most
ien

Tt in believed that Judge Swayne will
b m‘lllll!lml

John 1), Long says the Monroe does
trine in carried oo far,

The blockade of Vialivostok is now
complete, but food s nol scarce

King Edwarnd favors Irish lberty as
A sep W Anglo-American ullinnee

The cazr lins vielded to the railroad
strikers und tefo will be resumned

Norway threatens 10 dissalve  her
wnlon with Sweden  and establish a ro-
|-llh’l.|‘.

The greatest battle of the war has
beun In Manchuoris, the Japanese ot
Hanking the Russians,

The LIl dividing Oregon  into two
judicinl disteicts has been killed and o
similar Washington hill passed,

e, Louls  Wileoxson, who  was
chikrged with liaving & Unitod States
homd, stolen 20 vears age from the
Munhinttan Bank, liss been reloassd on
$10,000 Liail, and will now week for B,
W. Milleer, from whom he obtained
the band

Fire broke ont in the New York ju
venlle nnylum, but all the 1,200 child-
ren were taken put in 16 minutea and
the flnmes were soon extinguinhsld,

Riots at Baku, Rumia, lave caused
1000 deaths, s twice an many were
wolimidsd

]iuill’lllll strikos have eut off Poland
and sl southwestern Russia from the
ront of the world,

Following an operation for appendi-
citin, Siduey Dillon Riploy, the finnn-
cier, s orftieally 111 at his homo in
Now York,

The state assembly of Wisconsin has
pimsed s Bill prohibiting the sale of
plant firecrackers and other dangerons
axplosives.

Twenty-one buildings in the heart of
Cape May Courthouss, the county soat
of Cape May county, N, J., were de-
wiroyed by e,

It seomn that the deeision of the
North sen commission will let both
mitlons down eanily, not belng n do-
eliled report either way,

- - -

lwing  pasmed. Four houre was given
to the sundry eivil appropriation hill

Saturday, February 26.
The house today divided ita time be
legislation and  patrictic exer
clwon.  An hour and s hall was #spent
in passing minor  bills The mame
period was devoted to the sundry ap
propriation bill, without reaching a
voncluslon.  Legislation then gave way
Lo wpeechies by several members honor:
ing the memory of Houston and  Aus-
tin: when the marble giatnes of each,
by

tween

Rgiven
|1‘|llﬁ1

Some sharp criticiams ol the presi-
dent's policy townds Santo omingo wnd
in enlarging the navy was indulged in
todlay by senatiors on both sides during
thie debate on the naval appropristion
hil,

A vole on the Swayne impeachiment
cano will be taken Monday

Mondar. February 27.
Charles Swayne, district judge of the
Northern district of Florida, was today
acquittdl by the wenate of all 12 ar
ticles of imposchisont against him
Prosidont Roosevelt's policy of build-
iR up w great navy came in fur  more
criticism  today in the senate when the
paval appropriation bill was under con:
sidepation, Phe bl was passed, carey-
ing appropriations of $100,300,000
The house agreed o the  conference
report on the army appropristion bill
The sundey civil appropriation  hill
win passed, eartying 45,872,080,
Warships Bombard Rebels.
Constantinople, Fob, 24, —Extremely
wlurming reports are eurrent lidre cone
perning the situation at Batonm wnid
Porh, 1t i nllegsd that some vessels
of the Hlaek sen squadeon  (Russian)
have bombarded  Poti. An English
merchant who has just arvived  liere
wive ho wie obliged to tleo from Ba-
tonns, whiere hin life was meoseed by
strikers and his office destroyed.  This
merchant says the authorities of Ha-
toum are powerless, The strikers are
all Gieorgians, and are estimated to
number 40,000,

Rumors of Great Evenls.

Bi. Petersbuig, Fel, 24, — A wecond
duy has passod without dispatehies hay
ing boon given ont from General Kuro-
pitkin, which is interproted to support
the rumors that  great events wre in
progress in Manchuria. The war ollice,
however, stewdinstly msintains that
thero 8 no importunt news and that
there have been no deyelopments since
ghe last dispatehes made  publie, in
which the commander-in-chiel  re-
ported nll guist.

e e——
Extra Session of Sanale.

Washington, Feb, 24 —The president
foday lmsned a prochanation convening
the senate in apecinl  session sl 14
o'clock noon oh March 4 next, to *'res
colve such communications as sy be
made by the exceutive.

the state of Texas, were ace [

by the rapid growth of the mines sl

| thiee dhenind for mining machiinery and
castings,  Lowal people are backing the
enterprise, and it wlll be the  largest
fonudrey and machine shop i the state
worth of Portland.  The hoge planing
machine, torning lathes and drill press,
eapabile of Landling the largest castings
or shaltings, among the vonsign-
ment and are being anlogled A fives
ton and three-ton cnpola will handle
thi casting for the fouwdry

are

Contracts to Sell Wool.

Pendleton=—k il Kenney, who resides
solithiwest of here, hag contracted  his
wool Tor this vear to Zuck Brown, the
hide dealer of this city, receiving 13
costn s pound for the elip.  The wool
comes from the Sandy district, amd, sl-
though the pries secins winndl for  this
Yert's crop, it is an advanes of 1 cents

over last year and in a0 pol figure,
Mr. Kenney in one of the few of the
pounty whi have cgntracted, as the

greater number of the sheepmen desire
o Bold, believing that the price will wd-
vianee even more than it has

Cougars Dastroying Stock.

Cottage tirove — Cougars are gqute
numerons in the Wills west of  this
place. A few farmers have rn-]m‘l'lwl n
combined loss of $140 in the lust few
wonths and numerons goats and sheep
buve been disappearing  for the past
month Severa]l cougars have boen
kitled this winter, and i there was a
bounty for the killing this part of Lang
wonlid furnish its share of the beasts,
Where # cougar tnrns his attention
1y goats, le often Ygots away't with
about two u day.

Peach Crop Injured by Cold.

Milton—8. %, Shickls, commission
mirchant here, saye that on his inves-
tigition and inguiry from  others the
peach erop for the coming year hias been
serionsly injured by the recent seyere
cold snap. 1o estinates that there
will be bl & erop or better,  The va-
riotios most injured are the Elberta,
salwny and the lute Crawford. Other
varletios seom (o have fured bettor,
Other kinds of frnits seom o have o8-
el

Almond Trees in Bloom,

Cirniita Pusse—=Almond  trees are  in
Bloom in Grants Pass, the wirm wenth-
or of the pust month having brought
them ont sevorl weeks  earlier  than
akial.  Poncl trees are also ready o
biest inte bloom, and will be in fall
Blosson within the nextten days.  The
bloom is very heayy on the almond
trees, andd 1 not nipped by late frosts,
the crop of almonds from Sonthern Ore
gon will he good this season,

Will Open Seed House.
Pendloton—=8, 1, Forshaw, the flor-
iut, hiw lensed the Despain building on
Alta street, formerly ocenpied by D,
Kemlor with o grocery store, and will
apen a seed room, handling sl cut

fowers and nursery stock,

OREGON STATE ITEMS OF INTEREST

GRAIN OUTLOOK GOOD.

No Damage Done by Cold in Grand
Ronde and Acreage Large.

la Girande—U'p to the present pros.
pecte for the largest grain crop ever
rained énnt of the Blue mountaine are
ot fattering in the Grand Ronde,
The late cold spell did not do the
slightest damage to any of the (sll sown
grain, which is Jlooking exeellent,
Hince the passing of the vold wave the
Grand Honde has been having  ideal
weuther, Farmers in the valley wre
overhunling their agricultural imple-
ments with the intention of doing a
greater nmonnt of plowing than ever,
Giround] both in the Grand Ronde and
Wallown valleys in in excellent condi-
tion, owing to the sbondant  rainfall
during the winter months, the acreage
in 1905 will far excend that of any pre-
vious yenr,

Not only in cereals, but also in sngar
beet cultivation will the aereage be in-
crenml.

i, W. Buckman, one of the prosper-
ok farmers in this valley, will plant
200 weres in beets,  He will also put
in 2,000 seres in wheat, and will do all
hin plowing by steam this sesson,

RICHER THAN FIRST REPORTED.

Strike in Bohemia Mine Improves on
Further Development.

Cottage Grove—The strike in the
Crystal Consolidated mine in Bohemia,
mide over o month ago, of six fest of
are, partly free milling and partly bage,
his greatly improved since then.  The
drift haws been extended some 25 feel
and the ledge now shows seven feet of
wilid ore. The ore is high grade. Tests
were made on the ore at the time of
the strike and assayed $64 per ton, car-
rving copper, lead and zine.

One of the miners just arrived {rom
there reports that the ore Is now much
better thian it was given when the test
was wade.  The company is  getting
everything ready 1o start its stampmill
an soon w8 the weather will  permit,
probably April 1. The object of mill-
ing this ore is to reduce it to concen-
trates, which will probably te 4 to 1,
undl separate the copper, lead and zine
The concen-
trates will then be shipped o smelters
where that cluss of mineral is treated.

Another Independent Line.

(hemawa—Poles have been st and
wires strung for the Chemaws farmers’
telephone line. A stock company has
been formed and incorporated and the
members of the association have done
the vonstroction work among  them-
selves.  An agreement has been entered
into with the Pacific States telephone
company on terms that will assure the
subscribers of the system very ressona-
v rates. They now have about 30
pliones on the system, which taps one
of the best suburban districts of the
capital city, and will mean an increase
of business for several Salem firts,

New Telephone Line March B.

Pendleton=—The change from the old
style telephone system to the central
energy system will be completed by the
Ath of March, when the jeut over will
1w made.  Under present cirenmstances
the old telephones may be used with
the new board, which has been placed
in position, but the new instroments
will not work with the old board. The
few instruoments are a great improveent
over the old ones in appearance, being
much smaller. The battery box is die-
pensed with snd the electricity generat-
ed at the central office.

Purchases Large Sheep Ranch.

Pendloton — Joseph  Dougherty las
solil his interest in the firm of ough-
erty Brothers to his brother Patrick,
and has purchased Cass Matlock's farm
over the Morrow county line, together
with his sheep. The farm cousists  of
sevoral thonsand acres, and the price
paid  was $15,000, including 2,200
sheop.  Patrick Dougherty  will eon-
tinue the raising of sheep on the
varich formerly hield in joint partner-
I!Il'lp.

To Enlarge Mill at Weston.

Weston—J, J. Morton, of Weiser,
Iidaho, has purchased the flouring mill
of Frank Blair, 8r,,  Mr. Morton s
woing to enlarge and remodel the mill,
which, when completed, will have & ca-
pacity, of B0 bharrels a day.,  He will
have it in shape to commence on  the
now crop.  The power will be steam,
with water when Pine creck affords a
sutlicient supply.

Grand Ronde Farm Sold.

La Grande—John &, Killan has pur-
chnsed a 240-acre farm  west of Soam-
merville from J. F. Westover, paying
$12,000, or $52.20 per acre. 1L i8 con-
sidered one of the first-class farms in
the Grand Ronde,

PORTLAND MARKETS.

Whent—Walls Walla, 87¢; hloestem,
e valley, 87¢ per bushel.

Ounts==No, 1 white, $1.35@1.40; gray,
$1.40@1 .45 per cental.

Hay—Timothy, $14@16 per ton;
clover, $11@12; grain, $11@12; cheat,
$12@13.

Kgga—Oregon ranch, 161, @17¢ per
donen.

Butter—-Faney creamery, 27 4 @32 e,

Potatoes — Oregon  faney, 75@8he;
cominon, GO@uhe.

Apples—i4-tier Baldwins, §1.25@1.50;
Bpitzenbergs, $1.75@2.

Hops—1004, 24@206¢ per pound.

Wool—Valley, 19@20¢ per pound;
Fastern Oregon, 12@17¢; mohair, 25@
2o¢ per pound for cholce,

AT LEVEL OF SEA,

Panama Canal Commission's Plans for
Isthmian Waterway.

Washington, Feb. 28.—The fist defl-
! nite enigneering plana for the construc-
tion of the Panama canal have just
been laid before the Isthmisn canal
commimion by the engineering comit-
tee of that body, consisting of Com-
missioners Burr, Parsons and [Davis,
The principal recommendations  are
summed up in this resolutien:

“Resolved, That this committee ap-
prove and recommend for adoption by
the commission a plan for & sea-level
canal, with a bottom width of 150 feel
and & minimom depth of water of 35
foet, and with twin tidal locks at Mira-
flores, whose umable dimensjona shall
b 1,000 feet long and 100 feet wide, at
a Wtal estimated cost of $230,5600,000.

“Huch estimates inclode an allow-
ance for administration, enginesring,
ranitation and contingencies, amount-
ing to §38,450,000, but without allow-
ance for interest during construction,
expense of zone government and collat-
eral costs and water supply sewers or
paving of Panama or Colon, which last
items are to be repaid by the inhabi-
tants of those cities.'"

The committee estimates that & sea-
level eanal can be eompleted within 10
or 12 years from the present time.

These recommendations are the con-
clusion of a report to the committee
prepared in the canal zone under date
of Febiraury 1 last, and based on com-
plete engineering reports on sll of the
problems involved.

The committee decided that, under
no circomstances, should the surfsce of
the canal be more than 60 feet above
the wea, and estimates that this level
the vost would be $178,015,00. A 30-
foot level is estimated to cost §19,213,-
106,

MINERS LOSE LIVES.

Twenty-Three Killed in West Virginia
Mine Explosion.

Bluefield, W, Va,, Feb, 28, — Aa s
result of an explosion in ahaft No. 1
of the United States Coal apd Coke
company, at Wileoe, today, 23 miners
are supposed to have lost their lives,
and it is possible that the number will
exceed this,

Up w 8 p. m. 15 bodies had been
taken from the shafts, A large rescu-
ing party iz in the mines tonight. It
is barely possisible, but not likely, that
some of the remaining entombed min-
ery will be rescaed alive. .

The explosion was of terrific force,
and shattered windows & mile distant.
Immediately after the shock great nom-
bers of miners, who were off duty,
rushed to the shaft to find great clonds
of smoke and dost gushing from ils
mouth. Mothers, children and other
relatives soon were weeping and plead-
ing for the resene of those dear to them
entombed in the mine. The officiald
of the mine were soon on the scene. *

The company usually work in this
shaft about 75 mioers, but today the
men were not all in, and the small loss
of life ean be attributed only to this
fuct.

VICTORY IS BARREN.

Russians Were Able to Retire from
Peosition in Good Order.

Tokio, Feb. 28, —The reports that are
arriving from the front indicate that
the severe engagements of the last few
days are the prelude of what now seems
will prove one of the bloodiest battles
of the war, A large portion of General
Kuroki's army has been engsged since
Thursday, and the latest reports indi-
cate that the fighting still continues,
with the advantage on the side of the
Japanese.

The capture of Beresneff by the Jap-
anese, while & brilliant exploit, was
practically barren of results, in that
the Russians were enabled to retire in
good order, and concentrate at Tzenti
pass, which is now being attacked.

Aceording to the Iatest reports from
the front that the public is permitted
to have access to General Kuroki's col-
umn has been heavily reinforced, es-
pecially with artillery, and many *of
the siege guns of heavy ealiber which
were used by the Russians at Port -Ar-
thur, and fell into the hands of General
Nogi's men after the fall of the “'Gib-
raltar of the East,"" are now being
trained against General Kuropatkin's
forces,

Troops Moving Slowly.

Lowdon, Feb, 28.—The corresponident
at 8t. Petersburg of the Times says that
the government is making concessions
to the railway men and placing the
railways under martial law with & view
to expediting the transportation of
troops to the Far East, The South
rifle brignde, which left Odessa 1wo
months ago, is still near Omsk, The
latest unite ordered for service inclu e
some 25,000 men and 48 guns from
Cancasian  garrisons,  They cannot
reach General Kuropatkin before April,
at the earlieat.

Prince of Wales to Visit India.

London, Feb, 28 —It has been offi-
cially arranged that the prince and
princess of Wales shall visit India in
November, and stay until March, mak-
ing n tour of the principal cities and
native states, receiving the chiefs and
princes on behall of King Edwand,
who, after consaltation with the vice-
roy, has directed that for this occasion
the exchange of ceremoninl presents
shall be dispensed with. Consequently
no presents will be scepled.

Deacons Await Their Prophat.

Mexico City, Feb., 28, — Prophet
Dowie, of Zion City, is expected to ar-
rive here tomorrow from Cuba. His
five deacons now here refuse to talk on
the Zionist's plans, but it is understood
u Zionist colony will be settled in the
hot country, and devote itself to raising
sugar cane, coffee und other products.

AINING AT MUKDEN

Japanese Strike Decisive Blow
at Main Position,

OYAMA ORDERED TO ADVANCE

Must Act Before Snow Melts — May
Attempt to lsolate Viadivostok
At Same Time.

Tokio, Feh. 28.—Following the cus-
tom of the Japanese government, the
officiale at the war office refuse o dis-
cuss the present movements in Man-
churia, but there is a general air of
confidence among the higher officers,
who are absolutely posted on the situa-
tion, which is believed to indicate that
General Kuroki has again scored a coni-
plete snocess and that official announce-
ment may be expected very soon.

Up to midnight Monday no particu-

lars of the fighting had been given out,
but it was stated that, so far ay was
known, only the right and center of
Marshal Oyama's army had been engag-
ol and that the conditions on the left
are unchanged. -
It is the general opinion among tle
best informed experts in the Japanese
capital that the present movement, be-
fore it ends, will result in the eapture
of Mukden. It is known that orders
have been sent to Field Marshal Oynma,
telling him that the time is ripe for
taking the Russisn main position, as,
if action is postponed much louger, the
spring thaws with their resultant floods
will be upon him and it will be im-
possible to do any fighting until the
roads dry up.

There ix, of course,a possibiiity that
the present movement may have for its
object, as well as the capture of Muok-
den, the isolation of Viadivostok. In
view of the recent reports that the port
wis being blockaded by sea by a Japan-
ese squadron of torpedo boats and pro-
tected cruisers, there can be little
doubt that, if Kuroki crushes the Rus-
sian left, such troops se cun be spared
will be assigoned to u special campaign
against the Siberian stronghold.

FOR PHILIPPINE FREE TRADE

House Committee Reports in Faver of
Curtis’ Tariff Bill.

Washington, Feb. 28. — Chairman
Paine, of the honse ways and means
committes, today filed a report favor-
ing the passage of the Curtis bill pro-
viding for the free entry of products
from the Philippine islands, except
sugar and tobacco, on which 25 per
cent of the Dingley tariff iz to be col-
lected. The report declares that the
enly logical result of our possession of
the islands is free trade.

It has been definitely settled, it says,
that we will retain the islands until
their population is fitted for self-gov-
ernment, and he repeats Secretary
Talt's suggestion that this will be at
least one generation. Until the treaty
stipulation between the United States
and Spain shall expire in 1904, all
tariff advantages given by the islands
to the United States must be given to
Spain, and for that reason reciproeal
free trade is not feasible. The present
bill, says the report, goes as far as is
practicable under these consditions.

FOUR SENATORS EXPELLED.

Result of Bribery Investigation in the
California Legislature.

Sacramento, Cal., Feb, 28 —Crowded
galleries and lobbies this afterncon
wiatched & dramatic scene when Senat-
ors Bunkers, French, Wright and Em-
mong were expelled from the state sen-
ate of Culifornia by a vote which con-
tained no dissenting voice. Bunkers’
case was first to be considered, Thirty-
four brother senators supported the re
port of the investigating committee that
he be put out. No one yoted for him.
He was not present.

The report of the committee recom-
mending expulsion of all four was
adopted by 356 votes to 0, the four ac-
cusedd sentaors and Senator Walech not
voting. Expulgion balltots then fol-
lowed separately.

Anti-Trust Law Sustained.

Washington, Feb, 28 —The supreme
court of the United States has decided
the case of the National Cotton 0Oil
company vs. the state of Texss, involv-
ing the Texas anti-trust law. The state
court found the company guilty under
[ that law and held that it had forfeited
i's right to do business in the state.
The case was appealed to the supreme
court on constitutional grounds. That
court, however, in its opinion todday,
held that the claim was un-
tenable and sustained the verdict of
the conrt below.

Passes Taken by Japanese.

Mukden, Feb. 28 —The fussians re-
port that the Japanese are in posses-
gion of Taling, and also the pass he-
tween Taling and Katonling, The pos-
session of Tuling threatens Fusharok,
Tiepling and Hicgesway. Taling is re-
garded as of the same consequence to
the Japanese in their operations
against Mukden ns was Motienling in
relation to Liao Yang. In cnse the
Japanese push on 1o the southeast,
their operations will be in the hills,

Anti-Salt Trust Measure Killed.

Topeks, Feb, 28.—A house concur-
rent resolution calling for an investiga-
tion of the salt trust was defeated by s
vote of 57 to 19, It was necessary for
the resolution to receive & two-thirds
| vole, or 63 votes,

DOCKS WIPED OUT.

New Orleans Suffers a Fire Loss of
Five Million Dollars.

New Orleans, Feb. 27 .—Fire, involv-
ing millions of dollare’ losa in property
and that strikes s serious blow tempor-
arily at the immense export trade of
New Orleans, swept the river front to-
night and wiped out the vast freight
terminals of the Illinois Central, known
as the Stuyvesant docks.

Nearly a dozen squares of modern
wharves and freight sheds, two magni-
ficent grain elevators, hundreds of
Inaded cars and vast guoantities of
freight, ineluding 20,000 bales of cot-
ton, were destroyed, together with =
large number of amall residences.

The ocean-going shipping seems to
have escaped serious damage. A num-
ber of firemen and employes of the
docks were injured. Actosl estimates
of the losses are impossible to obtain
tonight, though they may exceed $5,-
000,000. .

The Btoyvesant docks extend from
Louisiana avenne almost to Napoleon
avenue, a distance of 12 squares., The
wharves between these two points were
covered with miles of trackage, and a
steel and iron shed ran the whole dis-

tance,

The grain elevators were of the most
modern construction, the upper one
having a eapacity of 1,000,000 bushels.
Thousands of bales of cotton, several
hundred thonsand packages of sugar,
great quantities of rotton seed oil and
oil cakes, lumber and every conceivable
variety of freight, filled the warehouses
and sheds, Practically all the export
business handled by the Illinois Central
railway was put sboard ships st these

BUY WAGON-ROAD LANDS.

Hermann's Bill Relating to Klamath
Reservation Passes House.

Washington, Feb. 27.—The hounse
toxday passed Representative Hermann's
bill directing the secretary of the in-
teior to ascertain the valoe of lands
heretofore conveyed by the United
States to Oregon as a part of a grant to
aid the Eugene City military read and
embraced in the Klamath Indian reser-
vation. These lands were awarded to
the California & Oregon land company,
by the supreme court.

The secretary is aleo directed to as-
certain what part of these lands have
been allotied to Indians, the valoe of
improvements, and the price at which
the California & Oregon land company
will sell to the United States or on
what terms it will arrange for other
lands in the Klamath reservation.

Mr. Hermann was not present in the
house when his bill was called up and

passed,

NO CAUSE TO FIRE.

North Sea Investigatton Commission
Decides Against Russia.

Paris, Feb. 27.—The International
commission of inquiry into the attack
of the Russian second Pacific squadorn
upon the Hull fishing fleet on the night
of October 21, 1904, has found that
there were no hostile torpedo bosts
among the fishing voats and that Ad-
miral Rojestvensky was not justified in
firing on the trawlers. This is the
main point of the findings, .which sus-
tain the British contentions through-
out, though the blow to Russia is soft-
ened by the statement that Admiral
Rojestvensky was justified in taking
all precautions agsinst attack and
acted according to his beliel by declar-
ing that his miltiary valor and human-
ity are not questioned,

The decision says that delay of the
Russian transport Kamtchatks, follow-
ing the breaking down of her machin-
ery, was perhaps the cause of the inei-
dent. The commander of the Kamtch-
atka signaled to Admiral Rojestvensky
during the evening that he had been
attacked by torpedo boats. The ad-
miral, therefore, had reason to believe
that he was attacked and gave orders
for strict vigilance agninst the possible
approach of torpedo boats. The major-
ity of the commission considers that
Admiral Rojestvensky's orders were not
excessive in time of war, particularly
under the circumstanes, snd that he
had every reason to consider the situs-
tion very alarming.

Witte Again Takes the Lead.

St, Petersburg, Feb. 27.—According
to an apparently well grounded report,
Minister of Finance Kokovsoff will soon
leave the emperor’'s eabinet and be sue-
ceeded by M. Roncaloff, s former asaist-
ant to President of the Council Witte,
and a strong supporter of that states-
man, There are various reports con-
cerning the proceedings of the council
of ministers last night, but in all of
them are indications that M. Witte
played the most prominent part, as he
did at the previous meeting.

Great lce-Gorga Breaking.

Cincinnati, Feb. 27.—The ice gorges
in the Ohio river, in this vicinity,
which were the heaviest known for
many years, began to give way dusing
the night, several breaks ocourring at
various points. Although the river
rose several feet during the same time,
the ice was so heavy that it soon canght
agnin, forming new gurges. Property
damage estimated at more than §75,000
was cansed by these early movements
of the ice, but no loss of life.

Irrigate the Klamath Basin.
Klamath Falls, Feb. 27.—The Unit-
ed States irrigation committee met here
today and took steps to incorporate the
Klamath Basin Water Users’ associs-
tion, with a capital stock of $1,000,-
000.; This will probably be incressed

40 $8,000,000 in the near {uture,




