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DEPARTMENT OF WAR

Aonual Report of the Secre-
tary of the Navy.

A VERY EXHAUSTIVE DOCUMENT

L ————

A High Compliment Puld to the Kxeel:
lenoy of Construction of ths
Now Vensels.

Washington, Deo. 8.—Tho annual
Toport of tho pecretary of the navy I8 »
vory oxhuustive dogument of 30,000
words with numerous tubles,

Afwor roviting the fuows of the com-
plotion und commissloning of the now
warships Olympis, Minnoapolis and
Indisun, built by ocootoact, aod the
Muine, Toxas uod Amphitrite, bulle at
govorumeut vy yards, the secrotary
ills uttonsion to the fallure of the
ram Katuhdin to make the rute of
speid sumod in the opoteact for her
sunstIuetion, and refors the matter o
vongross.  Ho suys the dopartwment ox-
peots tho Terror and Monaduock to be
1 ctmuimiion by February 1, 1800,
and the Puritan ubous July 1, 1884,
Ho says doluys huve oovurred in con-
struotion of vessels by the oustom of
teuunterring workmen from the oone
struotion o the ropalr departinont, in
order o uvord lnorvasing the foroe of
workmon, This custom his been abol-
tshod in the governmoent yurds, and
the soorutary enters a protost against
the habit ot congross of relieving oon-
tructors (rom poniltion imposed tor de-
lnys by the depurtineut.

‘Iho seorotary puys & high compli-
meut to the exoellunoo of construction
of the uow vossols
Of the vessels now in course of oon-
strugtion, he prediots that the fimst

bustleship Mussachusetts i praotically
oumpleted, oxeept us  regurds  the
armor. It v estuoated that the ves-
sl cun be oomplewed in about eight
wutks after the delivery of her armor,
Tho tirss clnss buttluship Uregon is as
fur ndvanoed s 18 praotionl  before the
delivery of armor and guomonnts.
About wix monthy will be required for
thotr installavion.  The Brooklyn will
nut be ready for trial in less than one
yoar,

No substitute for wopd for some
purts of vessels buving been found, the
departmont  bas adopted the olectrio
firvprooting cumpany 's method of treat-
ing the wood need,

PULITZER'S GIFT,
Paris Is Presented With s Statue of
Washington snd Lafayetie.

Parls, Deo, 8, — Bright weather shone
upon the ceremony today of unveiling
the group of statuary of Wushington

knuwu soulptor Frederick Avgust Bar-
tholds, und presented to the city of
Puris by Josoph Pulitser, editor of the
Now York World, A notable as
swombluge witnessed the unveiling.
Among the company present were
Heury Vignaud, tisst secvotary of
the United btatos ombassy; Major San-
ford U. Kellogg, mslitary attuche, aud
Lisntenant B, P. Hodgers, naval ate
tche of the emabssy; the Hon. Will-
fnm T. Qoimby, United Buites minis-
tor to the Noetberlsuds; Bamuel B
Morss, United Buates ootwnl-general 1n
Paris; Genural MoCook; M. Harthuldi,
the soulptor; the prefect of the Seiue;
M. Frouuige, desiguer of the pedestal;
& number of French ofoials, snd muny
ladies,
The sito of the bronze group is at the
west end of the Pluoo den Eatts Unis,
in the most fashionable quarter of

in
l Ballard Smith, London correspond-
ent of the New York World, firt made
a short spesch, presenting the group of
statuary, and was frequently applaud-
od. He said:

*' am here today as the representa-
tive of Josoph Pulitzer, who honors
himself and his country in presenting
this stutue of Washington and Lafay-
otts, kindred names in tho deopest nffeo-
tions of the two peoples, to this beauti-
ful and historical chief city of our sis-
ter ropublic, If he coald have been
here, Mr, Pulitzer would doubtless say
more than [ can of the patriotio and
affeotionite motives which fnspired his
gift; bus woe can perhaps sufficiently
interprot Mr. Pulitzor's pardinal mo-
tive by quoting the inscription that he
hus prepared for the statue, which in
meant to be, as he han written it, and
afuilns as he undoubtedly may, for
all our follow-citivons:

« {Homago to Frunce, in gratitude
for her generons oo-operition in the
struggle of the people of the Uuh:.?d.
States for liberty und independence,

My, Smith then alluded to the fuot
thit it was Mr. Pulitzer's good for-
tune, as editor and proprietor of the
New York World, to innogurato the
popular subscription which gave 8
worthy podestal to M. Bartholdi's
stutne of “Liberty Enlightening the
World" in New York harbor, and in
conolasion, in Mr. Pulitser's name, he
prosentod the group to the oity of

Paris,

The military hu&d ml.lt wllll fmnt
theren layed the *‘Marsellaise. '

M. m. \,'im-pmldmtot the Paris
munisipal conneil, in accepting the gift
for the oity, briefly roviewed the his-
tory of the two men thus reprosontod
in bronze, and said that the union of
fiags under which Washington and La-
fuyette stood hand in hand represented
yoully the union of the people of the
two republics.  Ho hoped the echoes of
todny's cheors would traverss the ocein
and pnite even more olosaly the two
nations.  Ho thanked Mr. Pulitzer
warmly, and also M. Bartholdi for
the mauner in which he onrried out his

@y, PATENY OFPIOE, wanHinaron, D. €.

eanooption,

INTERIOR DEPARTMENT.
The Annusl Heport of Neoratary Nmith
Dwolls Largely on Indinn Afairs,

Waahington, Nov, 80, — Beoretary
Hoke #mith, of the interior depart-
meont, hus made his aonual report to
the president. It roviews the work of
the department, begioning with the
Indiny servics, nnd oalls sttontion to
the striot enforooment which has been
glvon to olvil-service reform, both s
to thowe places covered by the olassifiod
servioe and those to which the rules of
thin pervics do not spply.

The seorotary dwells upon the neces-
wity of eliminating politios from the
management of Indiun affairs, and of
oonduoting esch  reservation upon
strictly business principles, tho objeot
belog to make every Indiun remnin
upon the reservation self-supporting
and ready, ws soun an  possible, to as-
sume the doties of oitizenship sund be
freed from the paternal care of the
government. The secrotary thinks that
if the resources of the redervations are
troated intolligently, and the Indians
nooustomed to labor, in a few years
practioally all the Iudians will be made
solf-supporting,

The seoretary recommends the reor-
gianization of the bureau as follows:

First—That instead of a single com-
missioner of Indian affairs, the Indian
sorvioe be placed in charge of three
commissioners, two of them to be oi-
viliang—to be appointea from different
politieal purties—and one to be a de-
tailed army officer.

Becond—That the tenure of office of
nn Indisn agent be depondent upon the
fuithiul dischurge of his duties, und
appointments and removals be made
by the president on recommendation of
the three commissioners of Indian af-
finirs,

Third—That classifled pervioe be ox-
tonded over the subordinate positions,
both at the agencies and at the school.

The reduction of 20 per cent, which

oliss buttloabip lowa will be comploted | the luw required to be mude in conneo-
about Uowber, 1897, Tho first ol ¢ioy with the Indian contract schools,

hus been strictly carried ount, and the
sooretary adds that there seoms to be
no reason why such reduotion should
not eontinue from year to year until
the system of government aid -to seo-
tariun schools shall terminate.
Referring to the allotments, the weo-
rotary says there are a nomber of
chunges which should be made in the
prosent allotment system, which re-
quire congressional aotion. Aoccording
to the present law, an Indian becomes
i oftizen of the United States upon re-
coiving his allotement. In any oase,
he is ready to receive land before he is
propared for the consequences of citi-
renship.  Allotements shonld be made
long before reservations are opened.
Each Indinn should be settled npon his
homestend and be self-sopporting be-
fore oitizenship ia oonferred, the gov-
ernment oaght to let him alone and
allow him to take his pluce, surronnd-
ing him with no more restraint and
giving him no more help than is so-
corded to other citizens, Under the

and Lufayotts, modeled by the Woll-| nraent systom, Indinns to whom allot-

ments have been made and npon whom
oltisenship has been conferred still re-
colye enormous grituities, and need
avory dollar they recvive.

Upon each reservation a part of the
Iudians will be ready for oitizenship
before others, and all are ready for
land and to work it before they are
ready for citizenship  The law should
be chnnged so that allotements can be
mude upon the recommendation of the
sgent to those who are ready for it,
and patents shonld be issued later with
the approval of the seoretary of the in-
terlor to these Indians uwpon showing
themselves roady to roceive the lands
ausignod,

He also recommends that general an-
thority, with the approval of the presi-
dent, be given thé Indian baresu to
soll part of the Indian reservations,
the money to be used for the payment
of the alloted lands or the purchase of
agrionltural implements and onttlo for
the Indians who may reside on the re-
maining lands,

Referring to the Uncompaghre res-
ervation; he oalls attention to the fact
that trhough the geological survey, an
examination has been made of the gil-
sonito beds, which seem to be of very
great value, and he recommends legis-
lntion to allow these deposits to besold
or leased to the highest bidder.

The report reviews the Juckson Hole
disturbancos, and gives an sooount of
the aotive means taken by the dopart-
meont to seoure justioe for the killing of
the Bannook Indians July 15 last, and
also to preservo pence between the In-
dlans and whites, He commends the
penceful conrse of the Indians under
girotmatanced 8o extromely AgEravat-
ing on the part of the whitos.

Mtlll Fighting for Davie' Millions.

New York, Nov. 20,—The ocontest
over the money laft by Andrew J.
Davis, who died in 1800, in Montana,
has been renewed in this state. There
in still $8,000,000 subjoot to distribo-
tion. Kdwin Davis, a brother, hus
brought an action in the supreme court
here to enjoin tho distribution of this
unless his right to a share in it is

imed. ‘This caso came before
Judge Patterson on a demurrer to the
complaint to the effect that the su-
preme court of this state did not bhave
jurigdiotion. Judge Patterson, in a
decision just handed down, holds that
the oourt had jurisdiotion, inasmuch as
the partics have volnntarily sobmitted
themsolves to the court. He also holds
aruse for action is set forth and over
rules the demurrer, but gives the de-
fendants leave to put in an answer,

The New York to Be Overhaulea.

New York, Dec. 8.—The Paris,
whioh has been undergoing repairs at
Cramps' shipyards and which was
thoroughly oleaned and painted at
Newport News, arrived in port this
afternoon, She will take the New
York's place on the schedule and the
lutter will go to the Cramps' yard and
andergo the same overbanling as her
sister ship.

GROWING NORTHWEST

Items ot General Interest
From All Sections.

PROGRESSIVE MANUVACTURERS

A Xumber of Frrigating Enterprises In
Oregon--Government to Have An-
other Cotter on the Const,

Another sulmon canpery will prob-
ably be established at Rogoe river in
the spring

Grant county has an abundance of
huy and feed for the stock of that
neighborhood.

A number of Indian war veterans
at Ashlund bave formed n permanent
orgunisation,

Pendleton is organizing & boys' brass
tnod. The members wre to be from 10
to 10 years of age.

A wholesale grocers' association has
been organized at Portland by the job-
bors of Oregon and Washington.

The Dallas woolen mills have offer-
ed the Thomas Kay Woolon Mills Com-
pany, of Halem, froo use of their new
mill until the latter rebuilds,

A number of water enterprises have
been set on foot by the incorporation
of the following companies: The Poe
Valley Irrigating Company, to erect
dams  and divert wuter from Lost
river, in Kalamth county; the Mt
Hood Water Bupply Company, of Hood
River; the Valley Improvement Com-
puny, of Hood River; the Lost River
Irrigating Diteh Company.

oost of §156,000, Another project is to
bring water from Batte creek, over
forty miles. This will be expensive.
It will give water all the year aronnd.
James G, Birdsey, who bhas a large
holding on Kane oreek, is at the head
of theso enterprises. James Branden,
an Indian man, is at the hesd of & still
larger enterprise, to reconstruct an old
oanal on Rogue river, first, four miles
to Gold Hill, and then gix miles to
Foote oreck. The canal will be sixteen
feet on top, oleven feet on the bottom
hnd five foet deep.

British Columbla.

A telegraph line is to be ereoted be-
tween Northport and Rossland,

A Inmber mill, at the head of Arrow
lake, i8 to be boilt next year. It will
out 70,000 feet per day.

Tho ioe and cold storage plant at
New Westminater, is to be enlarged
and extensive improvements made.

The contract for building the water
works plant, at Rossland, has been let
Everything is in readiness for actual
construction of the narrow gauge road
from Rossland to Trail. It will be
completed in 100 days.

A British Columbia ocapitalist has
congeived the idea of putting traction
engines on the Cariboo roud from Ash-
eroft to the Cariboo mining ocountry
for hauling supplies and taking out the
product of the mines.

A big gold dredging plant will be
put in operation in March in the Ques-
nelle river, Bteel-toothed buookets of
cast-iron, weighing from 1,000 pounds
to 4 ton are operated on a reversible
cable stertching from shore to shore,
All kinds of dirt, even immense bould-
erd, is taken ont and dumped into a
flume fed by ocentrifugal pumps for
washing, An Ottowa firm is now at

Washingtou, l

Bitinmuous coal has been discovered
near Goldendale.

Davenport's brewery, which was re-‘
cently burnt, is to be rebuilt.

The tax lavy at Davenport hus been
cut to 8 mills for next year,

Walla Walls shipped over #8500,000
worth of fruit and vegetables this sea-
#on,
Walls Walla hus instrocted her ju-
diolary committee to codify the ordi-|
nances of that oity.

The Northwest Mining Assooiation
will hald n great convention in Spokane |
early in February next

Tacoma expects to soon have & new |
tannery for the manufacture of lace|
leather and belting. It will be erected
by a California tanner,

Frank Rockwood Moore, & promi-
pent citizen of Spokane, whose name
in closely linked with the early history
of Washington and Idaho, is dead.

Ap ordinance has been introduced
at Spokane providing for $315,000 of &
per cent bonds to take up outstanding
warrants and complete the waterworks
gystem, including the auxiliary pamp-
ing plant.

Thirty thounsand dollars has been ad-
vanced by the Tacoma citizens. to make
good the difference between the amounts
of money now in the oity interest fond
and the $54,600 due in New York
in light and water bonds,

All bids for the construotion of the
water supply station at the government
quarantine station at Diamond point
have been rejected by the treasury de-
pirtment on the ground that they ex-
oeeded the appropriations, Nichols &
Crothers, of Tucoma, being the lowest
bidders, Now bids are invited and the
plans will be modified s0 as to make
tho construction of the plant within
the amouns of the appropriation.

The government is now advertizing
for bids for the vonstruction of 4 §300,-
000 cutter for the rovenne service of
the Pacifie cosst. Bids must be re-
oeived by the treasury department not
later than Decomber 21 next, and the
vessol must be completed by January
1, 1807. It will be the finest revenue
cutter in the servioe, fitted with all the
Iatest applinnces and conveniences. A
outter for harbor duty at San Franocisoo
{5 uls0 to be copstructed, to cost not ex-
oecding $560,000.

Idaho.

Elootrio lights are being placed in
Dé Lamar.

The Idaho Poultry Amociation will
meot at Caldwsell December 18, 19, 20
and 21,

Abont two miles are ready for the
lnying of pipe for the Ogden power
dam pipe line.

Tho stockmen of Idaha will have
plenty of feed for their cattle this win-
ter, althongh many of the ranges are
not in very good condition.

A'movement {8 on foot among. the
looal capitalists to form & company to
light by electricity the towns of Gem
and Burke.

A vein of coal of an exoellent coke-
ing quality, has been found on Bmith’s
Fork, near Cokeville. Cokeing ovens
are being constructed,

Stato Timber Expert C. O. Brown
has so far estimatod 20,000 aores, oon-
tnining 830,000,000 feet, divided s
follows: White pine, 120,000,000 feet;
yeollow pine, 6,000,000 feet.

Maontana.

Billings is agitating & oompleta
sewerage system.

Bids have been received by Anaconda
for the erection of a city hall.

The Anaconda mine was looated in
1676, It has put in Montana #$72,-
000,000,

Helona has voted to refund the $161,-
000 of bonds that have matured at a
less rate of interest, It has also de-
oided to take up $418,000 of foating
indebtedness by the issne of 5 per cent
bonds.

Three important water enterprises
are already on foot. Ome is to bring
water from Bear to Kanea oreek, s dis-

| large demand of the interior towns.

work on the machinery.

Improvements going on in Kamloops
worthy of note are the new telephone
und fire alarm systems. Another move
of no little importanoce is the organiza-
tion of the Imperinl Breweory Com-
pany, and it is proposed to secure am-
ple capital for the erection of suitable
buildings and the purchase of the re-
quired plant wherewith to mannfac-
ture beer in such quantities as to sap-
ply the whole or greater part of the

VIEWS OF LEADING PAPERS.

Editors Give an Expression of Opinion
on Eventa of the Day.

(Uhicago Times-Herald.}
The notion that *‘s yellow dog'' can
be elected on the Republican ticket
next year constitutes the first streak of
duylight the Demooracy has seen since
the election.

Republienns Willing.
[New York Press)
So far as the third term is ooncern-
od, the Republicans are willing to have
Cleveland run again if the Democrats
are,

That Enstern Queation.
[Now York Tribune.]
For the first time in the history of
Oriental politics, the six great powers
of Europe are thoroughly in accord and
acting in copert in bringing the Otto-
man ent to ita senses. Their
combined fleets have sailed for Tarkish
waters, with the objeot of impressing
upon the porte that the civilized world
will no longer put up with mere prom-
ises of reform, but requires the im-
mediate exeoution of long-unfulfilled
pledges. The projected naval demon-
stration of the powers at Constantino-
ple may be relied upon to bring mat-
ters to a orisis.  For it will prove to
the Turks that Europe is in earnest as
well as in ncoord, while it may like-
wise sarve to sirengthen the position of
the well-intentioned, but uofortunate
sultan, by proving to his lieges that if
he yields to the unbelievers it is not by
incliation, as they allege, but under
compalsion.
Pulliaan Should Come Down.
[Minueapolls Tribune.}

The railroads should push the move-
ment to compel Pullman to reduce the
price of upper berths in sleeping ocars.
An upper berth isn’t worth as much
money a8 & lower one—at least, people
won't pay as much for an npper if they
can help it. At fifty oents loss it is
quite probable that the uppers in any
partioular car would be sold as quickly
as the lowers.

For a Sclentific Expedition,

New York; Nov. 80.—The schooner
yacht Corona, owned by D. Willis
James apd his son, Arthur Cortis
Jumes, which defeated the schooner
yacht Daoutless in a midwinter race
aoross the Atlantic in 1886, and which
has sinoce sailed around the world, is
being fitted out at South Brooklyn for
& solentifio expedition to the coast Ja-
pan. On the afternoon of Aungust 8,
next, at 8 o’clook, there will bea total
eolipse of the sun which will not be
visible in this part-of the globe, and it
is for the of observing this

on that the expedition is fit-
ted ont: The chief observer of the ox-
pedition will be Professor David B,
Todd, the eminent astronomer of Am-
herst college.

Ellsabsth Ondy Stanton.
[Baltimore Ameriear ]

She is in many ona of the
most remarkable women of her time,
She waa never a wild reformer of im-
wrongs, but a sensible, pracs

tioal woman of guperior mind, of un-
questioned ability, a born leader among
her sex, seeking Do notoriety. hat al-
ways devoted to the oause in whicn
she enlisted. One of the greetings sent
her by thirty members of the family of
John Bright spoke of her as “‘the
friend of the enslaved African

MOTION FoR KE-IKIAL

Substance of Durrant’s Affida:
vits Made Knowa.

THEY COVER EVERY DETAIL

Ulnim That Newspaper Articles Intimi-
dated In Advanco Witnossos
for the Defonse.

San Francisco, Nov. 29.—Theodore
Durrant appeared before Buperior
Judge Murphy todsy for sentenoe for
the murder of Blanche Lamont. He
looked well-nourished and contented,
spending the time befare the opening
of vourt in reading papers and chatting
with his friends and covnsel. When
the case was called, Genoral John H.
Dickinson, for the defendant, began to
read from & bundle of 261 type-written
pagen of affidavits on which he based
his motion for a new trinl. The af-
davits include every article published
by every local paper conoerning the
crime and Durrant's trial. In the
affidavit Dorrant lays partioular stress
on the statement that some witnesses
for the defense refused to testify in his
behalf becanse of the comments in ad-
vance of the newspapern. Reference
was also made to the action of the
court in granting peremptory challenge
of the prosecution to Juror Walter 8.
Brown, who had been socepted and
sworn to try the case. The action of
the court in mocopting Juror C. P.
Nuthan was also dealt with and the
record of the court quoted to show that
Nathan was aceepted in the face of the
challenge of the defendant.

Not a point was overlooked, and the
affidavit even reconnted an sttempted
attack vpou Durrant by an unknown
person in the corridors of the city hall
during the progress of the trial. Refer-
ence was also made to the crowd who

oity hell to see the prisoner taken to
and from jail to the court.

Diokinson consumed the entire day
in reading the afidavits. District At-
torney Barnes will also present coun-
ter-nffidavits and arguoe the motion.
The deoision of the court on the mo-
tion will not likely be made for several
days,

PRAYED FOR INGERSOLL.

Ohristian Endeavorers nnd Epworth
Luaguers Ask tor His Conversion.

Cleveland, Nov. 30.—Many fervent
prayers were doubtless offeved in this
ity today for the conversion of Colo-
nel Robert (3. Ingersoll, the noted ag-
nostio. Last week, at the quarterly
meoting of the Christian Endeavor
onions of Cleveland, it wus suggested
that such prayers be offered and the
president appointed noon today as the
time, and requested that the 8,000
members of the society should engage
in prayer at that time. The president
of the Epworth League, who was pres-
ent, eaid he would make & similar ap-
peal to the members of his organiza-
tion. The prayers were to be deliv-
ered in private, and bow many persons
complied with the request will proba-
bly never be known. Public prayers
for Colonel Ingersoll were offored at &
mass meeting of the BSalvation Army
and at the Oliver Congregational
church by the pastor.

A Howling Blizzard,
Chicago, Nov. 28. —Thestorm which
raged here last night and early this
morning was one of the worst which
ever struck this city. The wind blow
4 gale and snow fell in great clouds,
Street and railroad teaffic wus greatly
dolayed and the street car companies
had to abandon some of their minor
lines, devoting thoir energies to keep-
ing the main lines open. The storm
blew down the and trolley
wires in Chicago and many serious ao-
oldents were narrowly averted. The
horses were killed from ocontact with
wires. Several fires during the night
were attended by the department with
the greatest diffioulty. The fire sleo-
trio aystem was badly deranged, aund
the police system of telephones was
also rendered useless by the storm.
Chicago was nlmost isolated from the
rost of the world by the tolograph and

the blookade on the railway lines

Prizofighting Illegnl.

Denver, Nov. 95.—The fight be-
tween Jones and Reese at the Central
theater a week ago waas discunssed be-
fore Judge Webber this morning, when
Charley Reynolds, proprietor of the
theater, and ‘‘Reddy’’ Gallagher, the
Denver Athletio Club’s trainer, who
acted as referree of the fight, were on
trisl. Mayor McMurray was present
to encourage the prosecution, and
members of the fire and police board
and & number of police officers who
witnessed the fight were oalled as wit-
pesses, The testimony showed that
Jones was not knooked out, though the
decision against him was generally ap-
proved. Reynolds was fined $50, for
conducting & fight, and $215 more on
othar charges brought against him.
Gallagher was fined §35.

To Mlevate the Btage.
28, —A meeting at-

whom were many Boston society peo-
ple, was held in the Bijou theater to.
day to organise a movement for elevat-
ing the stage, Henry A. Rogers pro-

leass some theater in Boaton for a short

tanos of twenty mfles, at an estimated

gathered daily at the county jail and |

telophone wires being down and by gt

sided. He stated that the plan was to

JULIAN WRITES A LETTER.
Hnowing That Corbett Hus Hetired He
In Bold in His Statemenis.

Philadelphia, Nov. 20.—A letter
from Martin Jolisn, mapager for Fits-
simmons, was received in tuis city to-
dight. It is dated Houston, Tex. Jul-
inm Corbett with ocowardice,
and says John Keenan, of New York,
is an enemy of Fitzsimmons, He said:

'"As regards Fitssimmons crossing
the line and going to Hot Springs, [
will say that it was utterly impossible
to safely oroas anywhere. The entire
town was gusrded, and we could not
bave crossed without being killed, as
such threats were made to us. In oon-
olusion I will say that I have already
clnimed both the middle-weight and
heavy-weight championships of the
world for Fitssimmons, who is the
only ohampion; that Fitesimmons
stands ready to defend both the tiles
against the world, and all comers, pro-
viding they be white men, for from
$5,000 to $10,000, first come  first
sarved

““Should Mr. Stuurt fail to drag Cor-
bett out of the hole he haa mn‘:‘g
orawled into, then Fitmimmons
be only too pleased to fight Maher or
any other man living. To further
show how willing we are for a fight, I
will leave the seleotion of a referce to
Staart and Corbett. I will sign ar-
ticles blindfolded. If Corbett wants
to prove he is not & cownrd, he will ao-
oept Btuart’s offer for a fight near El
Pnso for a purse of $20,000, which bhe
agrees to divide between the two men
should he fail to bring the fight off the
day selected, without interferenoce of
any kind. That is the fairest proposi-
tion ever made, and I do mnot think
Corbett will ever accept it, beoause he
is too faint-hearted to go up against a
man of Fitzsimmons' caliber in a fair
and square fight, where ocrookedness
and put up jobs are not tolernted.”’

ALEXANDER DUMAS.

The Famous French Navellst pnd Dra-
muatist's Death in Paris.

Paris, Nov. 20.—Alexander Dumas
is dead. He died pencefully at 7:45
o'clock this evening, surrounded by his
family., While his physicians and
friends had become convinced that his

case was hopeless and desth only a
| gnestion of time, it was not expected
|the end would come so soon. A bul-
letin issued at 6 o'clock stated that
the slight improvement in the condi-
tion of the patient, which was mani-
fested yesterday, was found to be
maintained today. Soon after this Du-
mas fell asleep and awoke at 6:30. He
feebly uttered a fow words to those
about his bedside, and then sank back
and died.

President Faure and ex-Empress Eu-
igunie had made frequent inguiries re-
garding the condition of the distin-
guished patient since his serious iliness
was first made known.

Alexander Dumas was born in Paris,
July 28, 1824. He was a son of Alex-
ander Davy Duomas. He began his
literary career while a boy of 17, with
s book of trivial poems, ‘‘Peches de
Jeunesse.'" Abandoning the imagina-
tive romance of his father, he applied
himself to the study of soclety, and
sought by verisimilitude to make good
his defloiency in dramatic construction.
His works treat mostly of the equivoosal
aspecta of French life.

TACOMA TAXPAYERS.

FProtection Assured,

Boston, Nov. 288.—A few days ago
Rev. Judson Bmith, D D., secretary of
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