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all "

"Hut, thon. toll nio vihnt you ar looking
at Ilk. that."
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"It la Impitaalblo. I rrpoat It."
"Madam, your Nlhlllal. havon't Invontrd

anythlnir. It la a trlrk much In voajiin with
anouk thloyoa In hotrla. All It nrrd I a
llttlo hoi. Ih. i. of a pin barrd In th
panol nf th door abuv. Ih bolt."

Hod!" quarorod Matrona. "1 don't
what jon moan by your lltll hole.
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Inatrtimrnt It I child' play, If th. hoi ha
Loan mad whore It ought to bo, to touch
the bolt on Ih. In.lde from Ih out aldo, pick
th knob on It. withdraw II, and open Ih
door If tho bolt la Ilk litis one. a small
door-boll- ."

"tth. oh, oh." moaned Mnlrena, who paled
vlalhly. "And that hula?"

"It eilata.'
"You have dleoovered It?"
"Yre, th. flr.t hour I wan here."
"Oh. domovoll Hut how Old you do that

whan you never entered the general' cham-

ber until tonight?"
"noubllraa. but I went up that lervanta'

atnlrraan much earllrr than that. And I
will loll you why. Whon I was brought
Into lb villa Ih fit at time, ana you
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there. Hut fr,m ,,.,. ,()
.Li!'.9 "kV1".'"' ,a"-- nd mounted lh

h0"1 '" "" " mount-in- t.a atulrway re.erve.l to aorvnnta and thatKoinrain. told me had been condemned,and It waa that mad. ma notire It In amom.int; but Ju.t then you entered."ton never told me anything about It.( courao If I bad known ther waa a boot-priu- t,
,M

y,m "Vhlng bout It
.i ",y tut that, and. any- -way. tr.c dried whll. I waa telling youabout my Journey."

"Ah. why not have told me later?"
'He.-!,,- ,

1 0,ln.f hnow
Hubtl. devil! Tu will kill me. I ran

L 't u" "" th" n-- ilchamber. We will waka him."
JComaln hor.. Kom.ln here. 1 hav notyou anything. That boot-pri- proc

from the dining-roo- I waa not eaey untilI had rllml.e.1 thnt at.lrway my.elf andgone to aee that door, where I dlaroveredwhat I have Ju.t told you and what I amgoing to toll you now."
"What? What? In all you har auldthere haa been nothing about thewo have come to thorn now."
"And the bouquet attack, which la goingto happen again? Why? Why?"
"Thl. la It. Whon Ihla evening you l.t mgo to lb general'a chamber. I eaamlned thbolt of the door without your au.pootlng ItMy opinion waa confirmed. It waa thatway that th. bomb waa brought, and It laby that way that aomeona baa prepared to

l ot urn."
"Hut how? Toil ar aur the little hole

la the way aomeone rame? Hut what makeaou think that la how thoy moan to return?You kir,w well enough that, not
aucrordod In Ihe general'a chamber, theyar at work In th. dining-room.- "

"Madam, It I probable. It la certain that
th-- y have given up the work In the dining-roo- m

nine they hav commenced this very
day winking again In the general' cham-
ber, yea, aomeone returned, returned thatway, and I waa ao aur of tht. of th forth,coming return, that t removed the police In
order lo be able to study everything more
at my eaita. Do you underatuiid now my
conflileiic and why I hav been able to
a.aunio an heavy a reaponalblllty? it la
boo.u.e I know I had only one thing to
watch; ono llttlo hat-pi- It la not diffi-
cult, madam, to watch a alngle little hat-
pin."

"A nil. lake," aald Matrona, In a low Tolce.
"Mleeruble little domovol who told m

me whom you let go to .loop on my
inmtro.a. In front of that door lhat might
open any moment."

"No. madame. Kor I waa behind It!"
"Ah dear llltle holy angel! Hut what

worn you thinking of! Thut door haa not
boon watched this afternoon. In our

it could have been opened. If aome-011- 0

hue placed a bomb during our ab.ence!"
"That la why I arnt you at once in to the

dining-roo- on that search that I thought
would be frullle.a, dear madame. And that
la why 1 hurried upalalra lo th. bedroom. I
wont to ihe atairwuy door instantly. 1 had
prepared fur proof po.itlvo If anyone had

It open even half a millimeter. No,
no one had touched the door In our

"Ah. oar horolo llttlo friend of Joans!
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hin' " " mor ,hsn a flabbypunctured with plna, with llttlohole, of hat-pln- a. Tell hapins, 'tight off! N. at llr,t whe tlhat b.ukoa you believeRo Oodl-t- hatsonieo.io will MUr by lhat door? How
'" """

there are two of thrni."
Two hat-pi- n holo.r

r."V,i.,'' on'' nd - riew on.quite now. Why thla eocond hole? tit.caue the old one wa. JuUg.!d a little toonarrow and thoy wlahod to enlarge it, andIn enlarging U ,hvy brok, off ,
a hal-iil- n in it. .VUdan.e, the point Is theryet, filling up the mtle old bole and tha
bright"' m"al r"y h'"'p ''n, Ver'

"Ah, now I un.ler.iand th examinationof the Imt-pl- Then It la so easy aa thatto got through a door with a hat-pin-

"Nothing eaaler. especially If the panel laor pine. Hometlmes one happen, to break.Ihe point of a pin In tha first hole. Thenof necea.ity one make . eoeond. In orderto commence the aecond bole, th point ofth pin being broken, thoy have u.ed thpoint of a penknife, that have finished thhole with the hal-pi- Th aocond hole I

still nearer ih. bolt than th. first one.Iton'l move like thut. madame."
"But they are going to com! They aregoing to come!"
"I believe ao."
"Hut I can't und. rr land how you can re-

main ao quiet with such a certainty. Greatheavens! what proof have you that theyhave not boon there already?"
"Juat an ordinary pin, madame, not a

hat-pi- n this time. Don't confn.e th pins.
I will ahow you In a llttl while."

"If will drlv me distracted with hispins, dear light of my eyoa! Bounty of
Heaven! Ood'a envoy! Dear Utile

In her transport she tried to take him In
her trembling arma. but he waved her back.
Kb caught her breath and resumed:

"Did th examination of all the hat-pin- s

tell you anything?"
"Yes. The fifth hat-pi- n of Mademoiselle

Natacba', the one in the toque out In the
veranda, haa the Up newly broken off."

"O misery!" cried Matrena, crumpling In
hor chair,

Itouletabllln raised her.
"What would you have? I hove exam

Ined your own hat-pin- s. Do you think I
would have suspected you if I had found
one of them broken? I would simply hav
thought that someone hud used your prop-
erty for an abominable purpose, that ll
all."

"Oh. that Is true, that Is true. Tardon
me. Mother of t'hrist, this boy crazes me!
II cunaoles me and he horrific, me. II
makes me think of such dreadful things,
and then ho reagaurve me. He does what
he wiahes with me. What should I be-
come without him?"

And this time sha succeeded In taking hla
head In her two hands and kissing him
paaitlnnalely. Houlctabllle pushed her back
rouauly.

"You keep me from seeing." he said.
bh was in tears over his rebuff. She

understood now. rtiiuletnblllo during all
this conversation had not ceased to watch
IhroUKh the opon doors of Matrcna's room
and the drosslng-roo- ihe farther fatal door
whose brass bolt shone in the yellow light
of the night lamp.
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