Regulation of public wutilities, to-
gether with steady growth of railroad
business, has Inecreased th» work of
the Railrond Commission of Oregon
just 274 per cent in one year, measur-
ed by the volume of formal complaints
handled. This is one of the features
disclosed by the annual report of the
Commission for the year ending De-
cember 1, 1918, which has just been
made publie,

Chairman Frank J. Miller and his
collengues, Thomus K. Campbell and
Clyde B. Atchison, in telling the story
of the yesr's work, have naturally cov-
ered & much broader fleld than usual,
and the report is especinll. interesting
in ita explanatio - of the progress made
in the new dutlies assigned by the pub-
liz utilities net,

The net operating revenue nll of
the railronds of the state for the year
ending June 30, 1913, was $86,632,-
734,82, the report shows a gain of $64,
156,25 over the figures for the previcus
year. Total operating revenuc of all
roads on stste business was $14,865,-
R85 53, of whi h :5.160,464.78 came
from freight., $8,777,926.56 from pas-
sengers, $380,626 44 from other pas-
serger train revenue, $235,429.75 from
other teansportation services, and §311,
438 from sources other than transpor- |
tatlon.

Oregon’s proportion of interstate
railrond revenue is almost equal to the
slate revenue, being $14,507,155 .66,
making the total rail revenue $29,463, i
042.09. The operating expenses as-
signed to Oregon amounts to §192,616,
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| gation of the
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rules, and it does not nead to udhere to |

sutworn precedenis unfitted Lo the day,
buat it has refused to depart from the
reliable rules of progress: in\-cni‘av.
thon, information, sanity, success,

“Sa if in some instances Lhe work
has seemed slow it is neverthelesa be- |
ing advanced as fast us facilities, funds
and circumetancee will permit, Aecu-
racy, not 9esswork, is required, lmll
it is essential that the findings of the
Commission. when made, shall be dem-
onstrably correct — that is, just so near-
ly correct as fallible human judgment
will permic.”

It is stated that 226 utility compan-
ies have been listed urder the jurudl.-
tion of the Commission and considers-
ble progress made in  the
several of the larger utilities, this be-
ralee are Axed

valuation of

ing necessary before
The report brings the narvative of work
performed down to Decombor 15 1517,
and valuation stated Lo
be nearing completion are those of the
Portland Raileway, Light uand Power
Company, Coos Bay Watler Comp ny,
2t. Johns Water Works and Lighting
Company. Rogue RiverWater Company
of Grants Pass, Home Telpehone and
Telegraph Company of Ipw
gon, and the Salerr Water, L
Power Company. Water plant v
untion is under way at Dailas, also val-
Telop! one Com

investigations

Sogthern (
ight and

val

Pacific
pany s plant at Oregon City, and it is
stuted that substantial reductions have
been secured in light and power rates,
without necesisty for formal prececd-
ings, in Dallas, Monmouth, Indepen-
dence, Junction City, Corvallis and
other towns of the Willamette Valley.

The report deseribes Lhe sleps taken |
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590,90, ler ving a net operating revenue | in three general hearings that involved | eis botel at Albany is being completed. ::-?-:’ .:;;_"!' o ::'Tr;?»:":"ﬂ;h;u‘:::‘
for the railroad balance sheets of §10,- | exterded investigation. lnone of these| The Eugene Fruit Growers Asscoin | o o0 ossentisl seeret of ail
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The total railroad mileage operated : In another rules were issued to govern | |arging the box manufacturing depart In = vt little poem by Edwin
in the state is given as 3,278, of which | overhesd and underground construction | ment to employ about twenty more | Markisin we find these lUnes:
426 ig electric road mileage. Incresse | of all manner of electric wires, to pro- | hands, o by ol '1:.' :J:lll"lnl.l“,”.lho starry |
in mileage in the state in the line own- | vide safety for workm. o and the pub-'  The Pythisn Lodge of Aurora is to "
ed is 64 miles, and 47 additional mi leql lic. In the third, not yet concluded, [groct o two story brick block loo by | | s e "E ".:‘,'I_r"":: ‘::"'_"":i’f."
are shown to have been placed in opera- the Commiasion Is working out reguln- | 140, to cost $15,000. Whother the dream, which may be
tion. The electric rouds show well in | tions of standurds under which publie The Tidewster mill at Florence haa | wnd - tortm for one's Wdwils,
utiiities must meassure H dows cotiw 111 depunds primarily upon

reveune in proportion to their mile
age, the 426 miles of electric line hav-
ing yielded $1,043,680,28 in net cper-
ating return, after deducting over hal
a million dollars in taxes, or about |
twice the return per mile, taken collec- |
tively, made by the team lines.

Reviewing the great amount of work |

required to properly classify the util-

ities of the state, 1913 being the Brst |
year that electrie, gas, water, tele-

phone and street railway companics|
have been under regulation by ths !
state, the report proceeds to discuse

the principles applied to the making of
rates, saying:

““It was early apparent that consider-
nble time would be required before rate
making problems for the larger utili-
ties of the state could be properly con-
sidered and solved, Rate making, as
required by the law and by sound pub-
lie pulicy, is not a matter of guess
wark. To be upheld by the courts, o
be permanent in results, to be just
alike to the public and to the corpors-
tions concerned, it must be founded up- '
on exacl ioformation, and it must pro-
ceed upon a reasonable application of
the laws governing the complex rels
tions that have grown up arcund mod-
ern industrial econditions. The blind
fixing of rates, upon ‘nadequate infor-
matien, or no information at all as has
been sttempted 1n some instances with
in the public memory, cannot be de-
fended either in law or iu equity, and
has nearly always resulted in confusion
and disaster, [

*“The Commission has therefore been
constrained to proeeed only over ground
that has been fully prospected and
tried. It is pot bound by technieal

pressure,
other conditions

QUi
ity, voltage and in
' supplying service to the public

Orders were made during the yuar
for refunding $4,423 to shippers be-
cause of overcharges or of special eir-
cumstances appearing to justify repar-
Railronds und other carriers
have filed passerger and 475
freight schedules with the Commission,
and the utilities
grhedules during the

Other topies coverel by the
aside from the statistical portion, are
cases that have been appeunled to the
coorts, proceedings before the Inter-
state Commerc: manner
of nandling complaints, rajirond valua-
tion, improvement of Corvallis
Eastern Railroad between Corvallis and
Yaquina, train delay
sion of railrosd tariffs,
tigations, scope of work
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counting department work,
mission merchant’s act.
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Salem, Ore., Feb. 21 Druing the
past week the Supreme Court has de-

eided against Lahor Commissioner Holl

in his conlention thal the eight hour
law for public wo ks applied to sll pub. |

lie employment, such ag police,firemen,

stale amployes, ete
The case of Frank Steltler, paper
box manusfeturer at Portland, sgaiost

the Public Welfare Commission was

argued before the highest court here, | tf
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the s« Ahe intrepld and the brave
saw $1oo,000 worth of logs (his spring. | vuver, actuallge more of
| A §20,000 central honting plant hus | 1Hco | « or Menls than do the
= | B b tedl ot the vaclllating. It was
on installet s the Firat | i
been installed by (@ t Nationnl| oo who suld:
Bank of Dallas. | Are ral? Solze this very min
Plans for a $3,000 high school for the b .
. | What . o or dreain you can, be
Fulton Park district, Portland, are to - . < SERRTE 91,908
be rendy by the middle of Match, | Paaishne haw genius, power and magle
) i .
The German Turnvein »f Porland t=! om's negin 4 then the mind grows
completing a big club  house unid gym R PR p——
nazivm st a cost of about §50,000
¢ Tod o1 . [N F the " I
Growers in the vieinity of Sherwond J r life In a continunily
2 160.000 ¢ =7 I achileving form, Is, aft
received more than §150,000 for their| ‘ toesm, nnd they who nre
hops recently. the ot 1 eurnest get from 1 the
The new eanncry erected at Salow i sl turn give the most back
3 | A et menin = Ralph Waldo Trine
by Hunt Bros., of San Francisco will ! o Wi « Hluine Compasiun
give emplovment Lo 250 persons during
the senson, KOV SMALL MERCHANT WON

In their big fight for a pure waler
supply Pendleton peaple will next vote

on o forty thousand dollar bond issce

Held His Own wllh Mail Order Hnuul
Through Claver Move,
|  This Instance of how a small town
reere hant sfully ted the
efMorts of the blg mnll order bBouses to
Ret lils trade was told by the mansager
of a New York department store
Henring & grest deml of comment
pmong his costomers about the offer
Ings of a prominent catalogue houss,
this merchant got n entalogue of the
| eoncern and advertised that he would
place orders with that house for his
work or  trade without charge. One of his first
customers for the rival bhouse was a
woman, who orderefl a shirt walst
| priced ot $1.20, Om delivery of the
| walst at his store the merchant ealled

: —_— | in the customer and then took
D 2 roum
WANTED - Parties with money to bls stk n wbmiblar waist, hntm- made,

loan to communicate with me, ean! that he wold regalarly for §1.2
place your money at once., Clients| While the cost diference wis small
waiting: secarity, Imgroved City pmpvl the woman recognbred the ference

o, . Adbren: In volues wt owce and  afte rward
bonght ot home.  Other cnsos of this

Work has begun on the firat seclion
of the Pacifie Highway from Medford
t» Central Point with =

granitoid surface.

concrele
Marion county is awakening from
the sleep of ages and will vote on an
$250,000 goud roads bund issue,

WANTED WORK : - House
cooking preferred ;no objection to leav.
ing town; leave word at Morgus's
Store, St Helens, 1tp

.”.; i'l F"‘“I"R:‘"]‘\:' Kind, pecording to the de ‘it ment atore
192 North Jersey Street, | manager, resulted In 0 material In-
S, Jrhos Oregon, Lerense In the more hint's trade and

alaa helped othor denlers of the town.,
—

e cEEDe &I
W. J. MUCKLE

AUCKLE HARDWARE COMPANY

DEALERS 1IN
HARDWARE
ANAYY

’

O1L§
DOORS

ST. HELENS, OREGON

PAINTS
HARN ESS

COWLITZ and RIVER STREETS
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KODAKS, CAMERAS, XMAS DOOKLETS
LETTERS, POST CARDS, BOOKS FOR 0Ly
and YOUNG, GUITARS VIOLINS, BANJOS,
LADIES HAND BAGS, MUSIC ROLLS,
GENTLEMENS CAKD AND BILL HOOKS,
PERFUMERY AND TOIET WATERS,
CALENDERS AND N.W YEAR CARDS

A J. DEMING, prucaist, ST. HELE
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ri ANS AND ESTINATES TURNISHED ON ALL
KINDS OF WORK

E. W. KETEL—

CUNTRACTOR IN
Concrete Work
Plastering

WORK THE BEST KECONMENDATION
ST. HELENS, OREGON

IS IS came e I
| Livery, Feed and Sale Stable

DRAYING AND TRANSFER
All Business Promptly Attended To

PHONE 15 OR 22

iemav! Finishing
Bricklaying,

Ny
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WM. H. DAVIES
ST. HELENS, OREGON

PROP.

St. Helens Mill Co.

Electric Lighting

Saves Your Eyes)

Steam Heating

(Prolongs Your Lives)

Wood Lumber
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