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HIRAM ROBINS PROPOSES AMENDMENTS TO
P. L. 587, FAVORS TRIBAL MEMBERS
ASSUMING MOST MGT. RESPONSIBILITIES
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INDIVIDUAL STATEMENTS GIVEN BY
EXEC. COMMITTEE MEMBERS AT HEARINGS

A day by day account of the major developments in the Wash-
ington hearings on Klamath Termination is contained in a report
to the Klamath Tribe prepared by Glen Wilkinson, tribal attorney,
and four executive committee members, Dibbon Cook, Boyd J. Jack-

son, Jessie Kirk and Seldon Kirk.

Following the joint statement prepared by the four above men-
tioned committee members, individual testimonies were presented.
The following are extracts from above-mentioned report to the
Klamath Tribe dated February 13, 1958, regarding the testimonies

given.

“Mr., Cook emphasized that the Klamath Reservation was the
heritage and homeland of .the Tribe, that many social implications
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tion, but that federal purchase
might be a solution.
“Mr. J. L. Kirk advised the sub-

committee that he felt P. 1., 387
was a weasel-waorded law, that it
has caused considerable confusion
among Indians and non-Indians,
that he still has serious guestions
as to what will happen, and
wonders if the Klamaths will be
cheated again. He felt this wonld
he the inevitable result unless
more time s provided to arrange
a fair deal. He dwelt at some
length on the subsurface assets
owned by the Klamath Tribe and
mdicated that the general sum-
mary of assets turnished to the
delegates on January 31 repre-
sented inadequate compensation
for the tribal property,

“The next witness was Mr.
Bovd | Jackson. He recounted
the history of liquidation and

voluntary withdrawal Wlls which
preceded mtroduction of a termi-
nation hll, the latter being direc
ted by Congress when it passed
I, Con. Res. 108 in 1953. He re-
called the fact that tribal repre-
sentauves agreed on P L, 387
as enacted only after
that amendments would be forth
conung 1 necessary to avert g
hreak up of the Reservation. He
mentimed that tribal representa
tives wished to be pomnted to with
pride instead .of criticism. He
theretore hoped that the federal
government was domg its best 1o
avord selling the Tribe out
leave 1t with only stumpland. As
did Mr. Kirk, he expressed disap
pointment that the appraisal had
not attributed values to the sub
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387, that such implications had

value” than have P. L. 387 carried
out, provided the Tribe is guaran-
teed the right to sue for values
in excesS of thesrealization value.

“Mr. Seldon E. Kirk the
last of the undersigned delegates
to testify, He expressed fear that
the Indians would not get a fair

wias

deal under any legislation pro-
posed, that the government was
not willing to pay a fair price. He
said that the purpose of termina-
tion was to termmate all Indians
from federal supervision, but P.
[.. 587 was terminating only a
few, In answer to inquiries from
Senator Neuberger, he expressed
a preference for P.L. 587 with the
withdrawal provisions eliminated,
and reiterated the conviction (set
forth in the combined statement
of the four delegates) that Con-
gress should merely turn the
Reservation over to the Tribe and
allow it to continue its operation
if total federal purchase was not
approved, At that point, Senator
Neuherger put the question to the
delegates whether, if the federal
government would pay fair price
for the Klamath Marsh, and turn
over the remainder of the Reser-
vation to the Tribe, taking out the
withdrawal provision, the Tribe
would be satisfied. The delegates
and tribal attorney were request-
ed to study the situation, confer
with other members of the Tribe
and  advise Senator Neuberger
respecting their attitude on this
possibiality.™
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for timber rights of way, the
recent sale of the Wildhorse
umts, sales of personal property,
and the difference in the status
af tribal funds.” He added. how-
ever, that the modification of the
total value will be minor.

For a general summary of all
the value-units listed in the ap-
pratsal of tribal assets, given ac-
cording to type of unit, see page
nve




