JUSTICE LURTON

An Estimate of the Jurist Nom- .
inated by President Taft to
Succeed Justice Peckham on the

Supreme Bench of the United
States.

By JAMES A. EDGERTON.

T ls not often that a president of
the Unlted Siates is called upon
to nanje a member of the supreme
court, * There are only nine jus-

ftices in our highest tribunal, and they
remiin in office practically for life, al-
though theoretically they may retire
@fter seveuty, provided they have
gerved ten years. As a matter of fact

ew of them do retire, Three of the
present members of the court are over
seventy, Chief Justice Fuller and Jus-
tices Harlan and Brewer. All of them
thave served more than ten years, and
}hence they are ellgible for retirament
jon full pay. But do they avall them-
pelves of the opportunity? Nbt per-
eeptibly. In this they only follow pree-
edent, for voluntary retirement has

een the exception in that court. Many
members of it bave served till over
elghty. Very few have retired, except
{for 1 health.

Justice Horace Harmon Lurton, the
man nominated by President Taft ‘to
gucceed the late Rufus W. Peckham,
ds sixty-five. He has been for sixteen
Jears a Unlted States circuit judge
and for seven years prior to that time
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MES. VAX DEVENTEW, DAUGETER OF JUDGE
LUKTOX.

was on the supreme bench of Tennes-
see, part of the fime as chief justice,
Justice Lurton s an ex-Confederate
soldier and n Democrat. As Justice
Peckimm was also a Democrat the
new appolotment does not disturb the
political bualance of the court. The
other Demoerats in the body are Chief
Justice Fuller and Justice White, three
cut of nine, White yyas also a Con-
federate soldler. A rather striking
coincldence Is that there are likewlse
two ex-Union soldiers in the court,
_Justices Harlan of Kentucky and
Holmes of Massachusetts,

4 Served With Taft Seven Years.

The connection between President
Taft and Justice Lurton has beén of
the closest. When Lurton was ap-
pointed United Stnte’s districe, judge
In 1803 it was Judge Taft, already a
member of that court, who administer-
ed tu' him the oath of office. The two
served together for seven yedars., Then
Tarlt went to the Phllippines In 1900,
and it was through the lnstrumentality
of Judge Lurtop that General Luke T,
Wright, nlso of Tennasksee, was made
Taft's associate and finally his sue-
cegsor as governor, It I-E‘B‘)t impos-
sible that Lurton alse had something
to do with making ‘another Tennes-
seean, Jacob M. Dlickinson, secretary
of war in Presidedt Taft's ¢ablnet. It
I known that Taft urged Rbosevelt
to appoint Judge Lurton to the su-

reme bench, but Roosevelt had other

and gave the office to his attor-
ney. gegeral, William: H. Moody.

For some tlme the supreme court has
been working with seven members, the
death of Justice Peckliam and the fll-
ness of Justice Moody having caused

1 ' Fortunately
Moody Is now

and this, with the confirmation of Jus-
tice Lurton, will again make a fall
bench. It is fortunate that it s so
not only because of a congestion. of
¢ases before the conrt, but for the
fant “trust suits are to come_up for

kol

“"ment one better equipped for service

OF TENNESSEE

Tribute Pald to His Ability In

Rendering Decisions In Monop-

olistic Cases --What Judge Al-

ton B. Parker Says of Lurton’s
' Qualifications. =5

tobacco trust and the famous declsion
of Cireuit Judge Sanborn dissolving
the Btandard Oil company. Just what
the attitude of the new justice will be
toward the government cases against
the trusfs is a matter that is causing
much comment in Washington and
throughout the country.

One of the argumeéhts urged agalnst
his appointment was that he had de-
cided an ‘employer’s liability case
against labor, and he was further
charged with corporation leanings.
Against this view it is urged that no-
body knows Judge Lurton's record and
habits of thought better than Presi-
dent Taft. Not only so, but the only
and origingl John Wesley Galnes, the
former congressman from Tennessee,
«who used to take such keen delight In
making the corpofitions jump side-
ways and turn double back hand-
springs, says that the allegation that
Judge Lurton is a trust jurist is abso-
lutely false. “I wouldn’t support my
brother if he was a trust owned man
or judge,” said Mr. Gaines, “awd I
know what I am talking about wty_hﬁ I
say that Judge Lurton s no one sided
man o anything. His decisions on
monopolistic cases are considered the
greatest in existence In this country
and have been sustalned by the su-
preme court. Three of his decisions
were cited the otlier day by Judge San-
born in the Standard Oil case,”

Supported by Democrats.
Judge Alton B. Parker, Democratic
candidate for president in 1004, may
not be as good anti-trust authority as
Mr. Gaines, but from the fact that

Parker was also urged for this vacan-
¢y on the supreme beonch his tribute to
his successful rival is net only grace-
ful, but evidently sineere.
Parker:

“IL know Judge Lurton both soclally
ard professionally, and In noiy judg-

. Says Judge

HORBACE H. LURTON, JB.

in that greatest of all courts, ‘the su-
preme court of the United States, could
not be found. The country i3 to be
congratulated.”

It is teold of the new supreme court
justice that at one time he had before
him :$he case of a Tennessee bad man
and gun fighter who was known to
have several killings notched on his
gun -handle. Thinking to intimidate
Lurton, the bad man, fully armed, en-
tered the office of the judge and
locked the door. ~Lurton loocked the
bad man out of countenance until he-
unlocked the door and slunk out of
the room. 1 do not vouch for this
yarn, but if it Is true it shows that the
Tennessee jurist elther has plenty of.
nerve or & hypnotic eye.

While n soldier Lurton was-twice
taken prisoner, once at the surrender
of Fort Donelson, affer which he es-
caped and re-enlisted, and again as a
member - of Morgan's. famous raid.

end of the war. He was born in in:
| Kentucky in 1844, ran away from col-
lege to enter the army, was admitted
to the bar In 1867 and entered practice
at Olgrksville; Tenu. In 1875 he was

This time he did not get away till the |

made c.ha._ucglnr. but - . *thl':: ;
years latér to resume the practice of | «
law. He was once a badk president |

'HILL FOR BETTER FARMING.

Declares That Present Methods Soon
Will Not Meet Demapnd.

“Seelc a system of farming in the
Uuited States which shall greatly in-
crease the productiveness of the soil”
advised James J. Hill, the great rail-
road builder, in an address before the
National Corn exposition In Omaha;
Neb., the other day.

Mr. Hill warned the congress that
the time is not far distant when the
farms of the United States as tilled
at present will not feed the people of
the country, He gald:

“There are final limits already in
sight-to the quantity of tillable land.
The productivity of the soll and the
food supply as compared with acreage
and with population both decline. Our
total agricultural product has been
growing so rapidly and so immensely
that we find it hard to realizé that this
may be entirely consistent with fallure
at the same time to keep pace with the
growth of natlonal needs,

“Tha country, dnless there shall be a
change, is approaching a time when it
must import wheat to’ meet home
needs, Other food products aiso lig
behind the constant néw demand.
Since that demand cannot be escaped
and since not to meet it means want
or a lowering of the standard of life
and comfort in this country, which no

but one course before the nation. That
is to inerease the productiveness of the
farm so that the earth's gifts may
year by year equal or exceed the peo-
ple's requirements.” :

NOVEL MISSION VILLA.

Califernian to Have Attractive Resi-
dence on Balboa Island.

,An island villa home which promises
to be one of the attractions of the
gouthern California coast will shorily
be started by W. 8, Collins on a small
tract of land which be Is having cut
off frem the north end of Balboa is-
land. Plans have been prepared for
the entire project, including elaborate
landscaping and the bullding of a re-
taining wall andy a bridge across the
channel to the main island. The Uiile
fsland which Mr. Collins Is cutting off
for a site is to be when all the dredg-
ing and filling work Is completed 500
feet by 250 feet in size, A refaining
wall of “concrete and stone will be
built around the isle In what will be
roughly an oval shape, There will be
four mission style entrances at the
ends and sides of this wall. The pler
ends will be treated in pergola effect.
The Dbridge will -be, of the arch type
and of concrete. It will be wide enough
to acrommodiate automobiles.

The house itself will stand at the
center of the oval. It will be of mis-
sion type and of re-enforced concrete
construction. The dimensions will be
G0 by 80 feet, including porches. The
living room will be 18 by 32 feet and
contain a large stone mantel. ‘The ceil-
Ings throughout will, be beamed. The
grounds will be terraced, and sunken
gardens will be arranged in the four
angles formed by the walks leading
to the wall gates. :

A’ CENTRAL BANK.

Would Be Under Standard 0Qil Control,
Says Leslie M. Shaw. 3

Former Secretary of the Treasury
Leslie M. Shaw, speaking to about 400
business men "at the board of trade
meeting  In  Indianapelis the other
night, Meclared that there was no
doubt in the miuds of those who had
studied the proposed centrai bank that
such- an institution wouoid be owned’
wr at least controlled by the Standard
OIl company. Mr., Shaw added:

“1 am fraopk to say that it seems to
me gquive un-American to place with
any group of med tlie power to con-
“tract or expand our currency at will
and to grant or withhold credit to any
bank, to any merchant and to any cor-
porntion at pleasure.

“But, lest it be cbarged that I am
appealing to popular prejudice, I am
willing to go on record that if we are
to have a central bank I shall welcome
control by the Btandard Oll company
or by the United States Steel corpora-
tion, though preferably by both com-
bined. This is not based on personal
friendship, but it is based wholly on
the question of fitness for the task”

L]

Moving Pictures by Day.

By a.new development in- Paris of
the cinematograph pictures can be
shown with brilliant effect in ‘the full
light of day and even in the brightest
of artificial illuminants. Hitherto it
has been necessary to hold such exhi-
bitlons In darkened rooms, a'system in
which the danger of sydden panie is
always a possibility to be considered.
The new.apparatus renders this quite
unnecessary.' The brighter the light
the better the pictures show up.. The
process is simple. The lantern is
placed bebind the screen, which may
be either of dull glass or prepared can-
vas, and the essence of the invention
Is a ‘dark chamber in which the projec-
tion 15 directly effected.

Souvenir Chair For President Taft.

President Taft is to have a new chair,
which Is being made in one'of the
furniture factories in Grand Rapids,
Mich. It is to be a Ivénir:

souvenir of the
tflp he made as

Japan and' the Philippines. At
time memmbers of the party

American would wish to see, there is [' game which brings every musele in the

OF ALL MUSCLES

Kansas City Man's ame For
Benefiting Business Men.

TWENTY GAN PLAY TOGETHER

Athletic Director of Kansas City Club,
Deviser of Push-of-war Game, Tells
How It Can Be Played—Deemed Bet-
ter Than Tug-of-war,

The time worn assertion that
“there’s nothing new under the sun”
bas been given a severe jolt on the
solar plexus by Dr. J. A. Reilly, ath-
letic director of the Kansas City Ath-
letic club. The Reilly scheme 15 s0
new that he hasn't even secured a
name for it, But for want of a better
bandle it is called “Rellly’s push-of-
war." It is a scheme whereby twenty
men can take strenuous exercise at the
same time, combined with an exciting

body Into action. The new game is
played with a heavily padded perpen-
dicular frame fifteen feet long by three
rand a half feet high placed on rollers
or casters. Ten men are placed on
each side of the frame and attempt to
push the frame across a goal line
twenty-two and a half feet from the
center of the court. Instead of sitting
down and pulling, as in a tug-of-war,
the ‘men stand up and push, .

How Idea For the Game Was Conceived.

“I belleve I have solved the problem
of getting business men to take exer-
cise and'derive the fullest benefits
therefrom,” Dr., Rellly said the other
afternoon. *“It is new, toe, as far as
I am able to learn. I have been fry-
ing for some time to devise spme. ex-
ercise that will induce a group of men
to enter into it with good spirit, and
my experiments along this line have
extended several years. 1 conceivei
this idea from looking at the dumbhell
and Indian club rack standing on the
floor there. It is movable, and as an
experiment I placed a wrestling mat
Across the top of it and induced my
noonday elass of business men to get
on opposite sides of the frame and
push against each other. The plan
was a4 soccess from the start. The
fron lips or holders used to hang the
Indian clubs or dumbbells on made
the pushing machine dangerous, so I
ordered one built. -The new machine
will be so padded that there will be no
danger from injury, and if a man's
arm hecomes tired he can use his
shoulders or back and push agninst it.

Better Than a Tug-of-war.

The old tug-of-war exercise wag bad
in that the chest and other muscles
were drawn together and cramped as
the men pulled on the ropes. In the
new plan all of the muscles, are ex-
panded and many parts of the body
-never used in the hardest kinds of
exercise are brought into play. Add
to this the excltement of a struggle
agalnst an opponent and you can see
that it will be a successful game,

“One of the hardest things to over-

wcome for a physical director is to get

a elass of business men interested in
exercise, If a man feels that he is
inferior to other men on the ficor he
doesn't enjoy getting out and making
a Bhow of himself, put in this kind of
exercise it will not be known who is
doing the bulk of the work, and at the
same time every man will be dolng his
ntmost for the sake of his team. 1
shall organize several teams as soon as
1 get my new- pushing machine in the
gymnnsimm."”

Museum In a Prison.

Paris Is to'bave yet another museum
of the' revolution. It is to be fitted
up in the Conclergerie prison, and the
two apartments deveoted to it are to
be the BSalle des Girondins and the
cell ‘occupied by  Marle Antolnette,
This cell is to be fittgd and furnished
exactly as It was when the unhappy
queen awaited her fate in it, and a
number of authentic relics are avail-
able. Among them are included the
queen’s. velvet seated armchalr, the
lamp by the light of which she wrote
her last letter and the simple black
wooden crucifix which she kissed on
her departure to the place of execu-
tion. A eredit of 1,000 francs has been
voted for the purposes of the museum
by the Paris muniecipal counecil. '

A Whistling Kitchen,

Official trials of a *“whistling kitch-
en” for army use have recently been
made by the Japanese war office, and
the results are said to haye been emi-
nently successful. The inventor is a
paymaster named Okezaki. The kitch-
en travels on two wheels and can be
drawn over almost any ground by one
horse. It not only bolls rice and heats
soup, but it; notifies by whistle when
the cooking Is finished. It can take
up a supply of water from the mud-

hearing this winter, that agaiust the | m

| NEW COMET TRANSPARENT.

As & subway station.

Discoverer Sees a Star Right Through
~It, Millions of Miles Beyond.

Fifty-six million miles away from
the earth, 146,000,000 miles from the
sun snd more than three times as
large as thie earth in dlameter—these
fre the facts which have been deter-
mined by Zaccheus Daniel, a graduate
student of Princeton university,-abont
the new comet which he discovered on
the evening of Dec. 6 while perched
on the roof of the Princeton observa-
tory sweeping the heavens, as he has.
done on every clear night, winter and
summer, for years, with his five and
three-quarter inch telescope.

Mr. Danlel holds the Thaw fellow-
ship In astronomy, the annual income
of a gift of $10,000 by Mrs. William
Thaw of Pittsburg. However, he has
been absorbed in astronomy ever since
be was a boy, and long before he went
to the university he possessed a four
inch telescope mounted on a tripod.

When asked about the new comet
Mr. Danfel said: f

“Of course, while the new comet ap-
pears about three times as large as
the earth, according to measurements
estiimated from the computation of its
orbit, It doesn’t contain one-thousandth
part of the matter, or solids, which the
earth does. Gases and vapors appear
to make up a large part of it. Yet it
(seems to have a starlike mucleus.

“A remarkable thing about it, too,
was that on the night I saw it I
could distinguish a star many millions
of miles farther away shining right
through the comet, It moved very
slowly, however, at the rate of only
one degree of arc a day. We know
ite orbit now, and from that we have
determined its distance from the sun
and from the earth, its diameter, which
is about 25,000 miles, and that it was
at ‘perihelion, or nearest the: sun, on

Dec. 5, about a day before it was dis-
covered.”

HUDSON-FULTON PARK.

Home at Mew York Planned For Malf
Moeon and Clermont.

Trustees and members of the Hud-
son-Fulton, commission and members
of the varions committees in charge of
the recent celebration at New York
city have devised a plan for & Hudson-
Fuiton park whereln will be a water
basin in which the replicas of the Cler-
mont and the Half Mpon will be pre-
served,

The project now before the commit-
tees is to buy a piece of property at
Spuyten Duyvil a few blocks north of
the Hudson Rliver raflroad station at
the foot of Two Hundred and Thirty-
first street, New York, on which there
Three piers are
to be built into the Hudson and the
two vessels moored in places between
the plers, There will be, it is proposed,
& terrace leading down from Pallsade
avenue, and 130-feet above the level of
the river a bridge crossing the rail--
road tracks and then, steps down to
the basin. George Gardiner Fry, a
member of the Half Moon commitiee,
worked out the plan and has sufiiclent
funds in band to start the work.

FINEST PHYSICS LABORATORY

Martin Ryerson to Give Chicago Uni-
versity $1,000,000 to Complete It.
Plans are in contemplation for gliving
the University of Chicago the finest
physicil laboratory in the United
States, if not in the world: It Is said
that before all the plans are eonsum-
mated the plant will cost $1,000,000,
All of the money is to be furaished
by Martin Ryerson, president of the
board of trustees of the university,
who also was the donor of the present
Ryerson laboratory at the unlversity.
One of Mr. Ryerson's objects is to
afford to the physics department of
the university the best facilitles that
can be obtained for original research.
In Professor Albert A. Michelson, as
winner of the Nobel prize for discov-
eries relating to optics and light, the
university has a sclentist of the first
order, and it is felt that he and the
men associated with bim in the lab-
oratory work at the university should
command all the ald that intelligent
investment of money can furnish,

Roosevelt's African Trophies.

The American bunting expedition in |

Afriea headed by ex-President Roose-

velt to date has collected and roughly

prepared for preservation 6,663 large
and small mammals and birds,

When Christmas Comes.

We're apt to think at this time of year
That trinkets and toys add all our sums;

But lessons are whispering, low, yat clear,

If only” we'll hearken, when Christmas

comes, .

Those ©8,.for instance, we think we

And & ; h as if they were bosom
chtims,

A this week's friend of a last week's foe
May be made, If wa will, when Christ-
mas comes,

Hard thoughts are heavy to carry at best I
With their leaden weight that our love
banumbs.
Why should we plod on by that load op-
pressed? A o
Why not cast it aside when Christmas
comes?

FRENCH JUNK
FROM PANAMA.

dMachinery That Cost Millions
- to Be Transported.

FINDS MADE IN 0DD PLAGES.

Old Locomotives, Cars, Dredges and
Girders Will Be Sent to New York
to Be Sold—How They Helped Us on
the Canal Before Being Condemned.

The isthmian canal comission has
begun the job of transporting about
100,000 tons of old French junk from
the isthmus to New York city. The
junk includes old locomotives, dump
cars, tanks, barges, bollers, girders,
dredges, sheet iron, parts of old ma-
chinery and other things for which the
French canal company pald millions of
dollars and which it left to go to ruin
on the isthmus,

The commiission is gelling on com-
petitive bidding all the old fron and
steel along the canal route, except
such parts as may be reserved for
canal work.

About 700 tons will be moved to the
States every two weeks hy the steam-
ships Ancon and Cristobel. It will
take three years to transport ail of the
junk., Most of It will be scrapped
where it lies on the isthmus. The com-
misgion will ship no pleces of more
than twenty tons in weight. This will
permit the shipping of locomotive boil-
ers with fire boxes and flues,

Most of this old materinl {s of for-
elgn manufacture, and as it is landed
iA New York Uncle Sam is confronted
with the proposition of being obliged
to pay himself $§1 a short ton on-the
entry, Under a provision in the sun-
dry civil act of May, 1008, this duty
will be returned by Uncle Sam to the
canal funds, but to accomplish this
without a special appropriation’each
year It will be necessiry te have the
sale eonsummated only after the junk
has passed through the New York cus-
tom house. Each contractor will be
ander & bond of $75,000, and payments
are to be made to the canal commis-
slon after each delivery.

Much Junk In Gatun Lake Basin.

The sale i1s being made at this time
chiefly for the purpose of getting out
the' old material that lles in the great
basin of Gatuf lake before the basin
is filled with water. . There are large
quantities of the junk in the lake basin.

Each of the locomotives left by the
French yields between $400 and $600
worth of eopper alone. The commis-
sion will-save the old steel rails on the
isthmus to be used as re-enforcement
in the econcrete work and as telephone
and télegraph poles.

Some of this old French junk has
been found In extraordinary places.
Dredges huve been discovered almost
completely buried in sand hundreds..
of feet away from any body of water
and overgrown with dense tropical
vegetation. Apparently they had been
carried away from the river bed by
high water or the river {tself had
shifted its course. Several of these
buried dredges were in a fairly good
stiate of preservation and are now do-
ing work on the isthmus.

Some of the junk has been lifted
from the bortom of the Chagres river
and from the bottom of the old French
canal prism, whére hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars’ worth of equipment
sank after the French abandoned the
work. Some of the rellcs in the canal
prism fiear the crossing of the Rio
Grange river were dislodged only after
heavy c¢harges of dynamite had been
exploded under them. Others have
been raised from watery graves and
are now bhelping to llnk the Atlantic
with the Paclfic.

Relics Put to Good Use.

The profit from the sale of the
French junk will be small compared
with the value of the service that the
compission already has derlved from
the castoff equipment. For the first
two years of their work the commis-
sfon relied absolutely upon the old
locomotives left by the French, In
1906 there were 106 of these weather
beaten locomotives In service com-
pared with only fifteen American made
engines., BSince that time the percent-
age of the French locomotives has
steadily decreased.

French dump cars were used almost
exclusively by thé commission in the
first two years. At one time more
than 2,000 of them were hauling dirt
from Unecle Sam’s shovels. The French
relics furnished also many shop tools,
stationary engines and much repair
material in the early days of the con-
struction work.

In fact, Americans may thank the
old French equipment for the fact that
the canal Is today just half completed.
Without the aid of this rusty, storm
battered assortment of French ma« °
chinery there would have been long

.
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littla folk, who play such parts
our llves, w‘:‘:ﬂrm them far more 1

The
In

delays in providing an adeqguate equip-
ment from the States. It is estimated
that the French supplles and “equip-
ment thus far utilized amount to fally
$1,000,000.

Bl.g".Ynln Honor For a Chinaman.
. Yon Hslang Ts'so, & Chinesé student
at Yale university,- s




