The Westmoreland
Apartments,
located more than § 8

2 miles west of £2
campus, could be
sold, forcing
residents to move
by June 30.
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Westmoreland: Residents express concern
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Spencer View Apartments or into East
Campus graduate housing. There may
not be enough space for all residents
who wish to move into University
Housing complexes after the sale,
Eyster said.

“There may be some students
that are currently living in West-
moreland that would like to contin-
ue to live in University Housing that
may not be able to, but there is
other housing available in the com-
munity,” Eyster said.

Before selling the property, the Uni-
versity must first get permission from
the Oregon State Board of Higher Edu-
cation, which will hear the proposal at
its early November meeting.

The properties were valued at
$15-$18 million earlier this year, but
that was a conservative appraisal,
Eyster said.

Money from the sale will go toward
improving housing close to campus,
although some funds could first go to

other purposes, Vice President for Fi- .

nance and Administration Frances
Dyke said.

“You may see us purchasing anoth-
er piece of property and guaranteeing
an equivalent amount when housing
is ready to use the funds for develop-
ment,” Dyke said.

The money wouldn’t completely
fund a new residence hall, but it could
held fund the construction or renova-
tion of one, Eyster said.

“I don’t need enough money to to-
tally pay for residence halls,” Eyster
said. “I just need some help.”

The average cost of a new 480-bed
residence hall is $34-$36 million, not
including land and infrastructure ex-
tension costs, according to a University
press release.

Dyke and Eyster also discussed us-
ing the money for property in the east
campus neighborhood.

The University wants to have mon-
ey to buy land if the opportunity arises,
Dyke said.

“There are opportunities down
there with various partials of land
that could provide sites for housing

or for academic or research programs
or something else affiliated with the
University,” Dyke said.

Eyster wrote a letter dated Oct. 19 to
Westmoreland residents informing
them of the decision.

But residents contacted by the
Emerald Thursday evening were all
unaware the University is seeking to
sell the properties.

Some were concerned.

Cheelo Namalala, a 24-year-old
international student from Zambia,
said she doesn’t know if she’ll be
able to find housing as affordable as
the Westmoreland Apartments. Oth-
er University-owned apartments
and Eugene apartments are more
expensive, she said, and she’s nerv-
ous she won’t be able to find anoth-
er racially diverse environment
where residents are tolerant.

According to a University press re-
lease, 25 international students hold
leases at Westmoreland.

The sociology student plans to get
her undergraduate degree after sum-
mer term but may need to search for
Eugene housing if she decides to at-
tend graduate school here.

“What would I do if there was no
Westmoreland?” she said. “I just hope
that I'll be able to find something
that'll work for me, somewhere I'll be
comfortable.”

Tina Jensen Augustine lives at the
Westmoreland Apartments with her
husband, an architecture graduate
student. Augustine said they chose
to live there because it is cheap and
convenient.

“It’s the most affordable we can
find,” she said.

Derrick Mathias, a graduate teach-
ing fellow in the ecology and evolu-
tionary program, said though he’ll be
graduating at the end of the school
year, he feels bad the apartments will
be sold because they are the most af-
fordable ones for students.

“It's not going to affect me, but I still
think it’s a shame,” Mathias said.

Approximately 39 children enrolled
at a Westmoreland childcare center
will also have to relocate for next year.
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Dennis Reynolds, EMU child care
coordinator, told parents in an e-
mail Thursday that the move will
impact the Child Care and Develop-
ment Centers’ “ability to provide
continuing services for families cur-
rently enrolled at Westmoreland
and for some at the Moss Street
Childrens (sic) Center who may
compete with displaced Westmore-
land families for a reduced number
of total CCDC child care slots.”

University Housing has tried reno-
vating the units to make them more
attractive to families, but Eyster spec-
ulated that families are choosing to
pay more for larger apartments with
different amenities.

Westmoreland apartments range in
size from 375 to 500 square feet.

Approximately $190,000 was spent
on renovations for 37 apartments, 30 of
which are currently occupied.

The Westmoreland property was
purchased in the 1960s using bonds,
Eyster said, which were repaid with
revenue from rent collections.

University Housing financed the
purchase of the property now occu-
pied by the Riverfront Research Park
for the purpose of building
residence halls.

When the park was built on the
land in the 1980s, a plan to reimburse
housing approximately $220,000 in
2003 was drafted.

But in 2003, Melinda Grier, gener-
al counsel to the University, con-
cluded that money from a financial-
ly independent department like
housing can be used by the Univer-
sity for purposes not related to the
department.

Housing was given $34,746.

Though it is not known what ex-
actly will be done with the West-
moreland sale’s proceeds, Dyke said
there “will be a public acknowledg-
ment of the commitment to hous-
ing” at the time of the sale that will
guarantee it money.

Contact the news editors

at meuniff@dailyemerald.com
and jpaben@dailyemerald.com
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Oregon Hillel:

The Foundation for Jewish Campus Life
SHALOM! Free Shabbat services and dinner Fridays at 6:00 p.m.
Stop by anytime.
1059 Hilyard, 343-8920

Check our website for a full listing of events: www.oregonhillel.org
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“Let your vision be world-embracin, T
ﬁ BAHA l FA!TH rather than cogi:ned to your own self.”

ha'u'llah

Sunday Devotionals, 10 am
Childrens classes & adult sessions, 10:30 a.m.; Friday Open House, 12 p.m. -2 p.m
Baha'l Faith Center + 1458 Alder Street
To learn about the Baha'i Faith and our activities in the Eugene /Springfield area
call 344-3173 or 1-800-22-UNITE or visit our website at www bahal.org.

s Loving God, Loving People
: o5 Worship  The Word = Prayer

Fellowship = Serving

Join us Fridays 7:30 p.m.
1850 Onyx St. (behind Hayward Field)

090520
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£piscopal Campus Ministry
Please Join Us For
Thursday Night Fellowship
5:30 p.m. ¢ 1329 E. 19th Ave
For more information call 968-8760
WWW. LOTEZONECM.OTE

Orthodox Christianity

Looking for a Bible-based church? Why not the
Church that gave you the Bible? Sunday service 10 a.m.

For more information: 683-3519
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What’s under your feet?

Sundays at 6 p.m.

1236 Kincaid Street
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www.FindSacredGround.net

Campus Ministry

Grace Lutheran Church

18th & Hilyard (just west of campus)

Sundays at Grace
Worship services: 8:30 am & 11:00 am
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Contact Dave at 342-4844 » david@gichurch.org « www.glchurch.org

Central Presbyterian Church
6 b Sunday Worship Schedule
9:00 A.M. Traditional Servic
10:15 A.M. Christian Education
11:15 A.M. Contemporary Service with praise
band and lots of singing!

g www.centralpresbychurch.net
| 555 E. 15th Ave. * 345-8724
M Feathers x4 fgled?
3 Duck into Newman.
St. Thomas More Newman Center

suoasMon  Catholic Ministry
Sunday Student Mass 730 pm. mm@ﬁs?
Midweek Social & Student Mass sunday, ,c.;,:'"'

Knights of Columbus Breakfast
after 11 am. Mass

Wednesdays, 9:00 p.m.

RCIA Weekly Wednesdays 7 PM.

1850 Emerald Street (south of Hayward Field) « 346-4468
Visit our Web site at www.uonewman.org
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or send us an e-mall to peerminister@uonewman.org




