Speaker addresses Israeli-Palestinian clash | 3

OREGON DAILYy EMERALD

An independent newspaper at the University of Oregon

‘Hurricane Katrina cleanup

Savedin
New Orleans

Catholic Life Center supplies housing, aid and rent
money to residents displaced by hurricane Katrina

BY KELLY BROWN
NEWS REPORTER

NEW ORLEANS — She showed
up at 7 a.m., two hours before the
door opened.

Though she didn’t meet with a
caseworker until 9:45 a.m., Sheila
Smith wasn’t upset by the wait.

“They're taking care of individ-
uals in a timely manner, and the
people are just a blessing. Their
personalities — they're really
concerned with our issues,” she
said, smiling. “And I just thank
them. This is some fast service.”

On Tuesday morning, Smith
and hundreds of other displaced
New Orleans residents lined up at
the Catholic Life Center in Baton
Rouge, La., to seek assistance
with bills, job training and adjust-
ment to their new lives.

The CLC’s relief efforts
are a collaboration between
Catholic Charities, Catholic Com-
munity Services and Catholic
Relief Services.

Staff members say they are in-
terested in providing aid, not in
spreading their religion.

“We are not out to convert any-

Catholic Charities has a long-
standing tradition of helping the
poor and is a top private provider
of social services in the United
States, Spruell said.

Since Hurricane Katrina devas-
tated the Gulf region in late Au-
gust, the CLC has become one of
many private organizations as-
sisting those who were forced
from their homes with the myri-
ad issues and difficulties they
are facing.

Currently, the CLC is helping
with utility bills for host families,
rent for displaced families and
placement in other states for
those willing to leave the area.

As of Oct. 8, the CLC had re-
ceived 2,460 applications for aid
— an average of 150 per day —
and has helped 1,200 displaced
persons with travel expenses,
putting families back together.

By 9 a.m. Tuesday, the doors of
CLC had opened and the lobby
was full, with a line snaking out-
side. Some waited up to five
hours to apply for aid, but many
of them said it was the best serv-
ice they’d received so far.

Many had horror stories of the
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Con Court
approves
recognition
committee

The Court validated the RRC
despite unclear purpose and lack
of an official appeals process

BY NICHOLAS WILBUR
NEWS REPORTER

Student government’s Constitution Court
approved the authority of the new ASUO com-
mittee designed to formally recognize student
groups on Tuesday, but the court reprimanded
the committee for what it said was an

egregious lack of documentation.

The court asked the Recognition Review
Committee to clarify its purpose and its ap-
peals process, and said the unclear purpose of
the RRC makes it “subject to suspicion by out-
side parties who may claim conflict of inter-
ests in the future.”

The appeals process shouldn’t involve
sending complaints straight to the court, the
decision stated.

“There is nothing explicitly stating the pro-
cedural processes established by the RRC or
those that the RRC will follow,” the decision
stated. “Even more disturbing is the lack of
any formal appeal process for grievances filed
against the RRC."

The RRC will review student groups’ mis-
sions, goals and bylaws to ensure that servic-
es are not duplicated by other programs and

one — we don't even ask if storm and its aftermath. fine up for tiauplicates : ms 2
they're Catholic,” said Carol Smith stayed in her Gretna, servicesat the that tha}ae programs are advantageous to stu-
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Torrey campaign hinges on education

won't be granted access to the Programs Fi-
nance Committee budget hearings, where
they are allocated incidental fees.

ASUQ Programs Administrator and RRC
Chairman David Goward said the RRC is
pleased the court recognized the ASUO Exec-
utive’s power to create the committee.

“We knew this from the beginning, but this
just reaffirmed our belief,” Goward said. “I'm
working with (ASUO) President (Adam)
Walsh right now to get some sort of bylaws up

' b The state senator candidate’s platform pitches a revival of Oregon’s | 70 5o that we can implement.

workforce by increasing time children spend in elementary school Goward said the committee is going for-
L i rEaCel t5 2 R0 ward with the reviews, despite having no by-
laws or an official appeals process. The by-
laws will only be an attempt at transparency,
a comfort to student program leaders, he said.
Currently, the RRC’s bylaws come from a
memo drafted by former ASUO President
Adam Petkun.

At Monday’s first RRC meeting, Goward
said his goal is to have the bylaws out in “ini-
tial format” in two weeks. In two weeks, RRC
will have already reviewed 30 of the 36 total
groups intended for assessment this year.

Because RRC is a subcommittee of the
ASUO Executive, its bylaws must be accepted
by committee members before going to Gregg
Lobisser, director of Student Activities in the
EMU, Goward said.

Lobisser said he will act as liaison between
the University and the ASUO by reviewing pa-
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