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Turtles: Empty frame shop next door to become bar and lounge

Continued from page 7

zine, butthe fare just didn‘t mesh well
with the neighborhood. The restaurant
closed after a year and a half.

“Itwas justtoo pricey,” she said.
“And there's nothing worse than going
out for fine dining and having to stop at
McDonald’s on the way home be-
cause you're still hungry.”

The restaurateur believed in her lo-
cation though, and she decided to start
listening to her clientele’s calls for a
“neighborhood joint,” a place they
could get a great-tasting burger and a
beer atareasonable price.

Bonéy, however, did not sacrifice
taste atthe altar of economy. She de-
scribes Turtles’ cuisine as All-Ameri-
can, home-cooked, comfort food and
maintains that almost everything on
the menu, right down to the salad
dressings, is made from scratch.

“Sometimes people want an extra
side of something, like the Alfredo
sauce, and | have to explain to them
that it's not just sitting in a bucketin
the back,” Bonéy said. “I'm just all
about making it ourselves.”

She added: “Some people accuse
me of putting crack in the ranch

dressing, but | just want to go on the
record as saying that | don't. It's re-
ally just that good.”

Aside from the ranch, some other
recommended items from the Turtles
menu include the spinach, artichoke
and roasted garlic appetizer; the
blackened salmon salad and the baby
back ribs. The green apple martini,
Stoli orange Cosmo and the Italian
margarita were some suggested drink
choices.

Overall, it’s hard to deny that Bonéy
made the right choice in sticking it out
after the fall of Pinot’s. In fact, Turtles’
revenue has steadily increased every
year since itopened.

After spending several nights at Tur-
tles, it becomes clear that it's more
than just good food that has made the
restaurant so successful. It may have
something more to do with the fact that
you can almost hear the theme song
from “Cheers” playing in your head
when you enter. (In fact, Bonéy said
Woody Harrelson, who played the
sweet-natured bartender on the old
Boston-based bar show, always visits
Turtles when he comes to Eugene.)

“We have a lot of regulars. We

know atleast 10 percent of the cus-
tomers atthe bar by name,” server
Carrie Holloman, who has worked at
Turtles for five years, said. “| think
that's how we stay so busy; we have a
good, solid reputation and people just
keep coming back.”

Indeed, a sense of family perme-
ates the restaurant. Holloman said
the staff even refers to Boney as
“Mama Turtle.” Bartender Bill
James, who has been with the
restaurant for about five years as
well, also cited the relaxed intimacy
as one of Turtles’ greatest assets.

“The people we have an opportu-
nity to serve and the people we work
with, they're just a great bunch of
folks,” James said. “It kind of re-
flects the neighborhood, that sense
of familiarity.”

When asked what the bar and grill
has to offer students, the same re-
sponse was given repeatedly: com-
fortable atmosphere and large por-
tions at a good price. The fact thatthe
restaurantis open until midnight was
also a noted selling point.

However, the joint may gain some
new appeal for the college-age set

when the 21-and-over bar and
lounge Bonéy is putting in at the old
frame shop next door opens around
winter break. The new establish-
ment will feature an annotated ver-

sion of the full Turtles menu and mu-

sical acts from a variety of genres
including jazz, blues, funk, soul and
bluegrass. It will be open “bar
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hours,” from 5 p.m. to 2:30 a.m.

According to Bonéy, in almost every

culture, the turtle represents love, life
and longevity. And so it would seem,
with her small restaurant in South Eu-
gene, this depiction holds true.
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SNL: Jon Heder will host next episode
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“Weekend Update” is that ever since
Jimmy Fallon leftthey've been de-
pending too much on little skits
throughout the news broadcast,
rather than just telling jokes about
current events. | mean, they had all
summer to come up with funny mate-
rial, butthey failed to come up with
any realzingers. And they couldnt
even come up with a new sign-off
line? “Good night and have a pleas-
anttomorrow" has been around
since Fallon was doing “Weekend
Update” on his own.
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That was basically the whole
night; there were a lot of jokes, but
only a few made me really laugh out
loud and none were truly original.
Even “Debbie Downer” was lame.
And don't even get me started on
that horrible “Lundford Twins Feel
Good Variety Hour” crap they tried
to pull. Why do they keep running
that skit? Whoever wrote that needs
to be fired.

However, my biggest complaint of
the night was that they didn‘t do the
“Ambiguously Gay Duo” for the
Robert Smigel “TV Funhouse” car-
toon— hello, Carell is the voice of

492 E. 13th 686-2458

Fon it week sTarTING Frioay, Qcroste 71!

Bijou's 25th ﬂnnwersaru Oclober 17th!
Join us o waich the frsl fims ever shown on our big screen!
Free popcom! Free sadal Fres (ol More delalls fa folow

Tilda Swinton Vincent D'Onofrio Kelli Garner
Keanu Reeves Vince Vaughn Benjamin Bratt
FILMED IN PORTLAND!

'I'I-I UMBSUCKER
5:05, 7:10 & 9:15 Nightly

_ at & Sun Mat 3:

ARCHEOLOGY CHANNEL FILM FESTIVAL

PART 1 OF 4 SUN, 10/9 12 NOON $6

TIME TEAM-GARDEN SECRETS: An Anglo-
Saxon skeleton found in a backyard!

SAGALASSOS, THE FORGOTTEN CITY: Excavation
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Gary! Why the writers didn’t take
advantage of that one is beyond me.

Allin all, it was a disappointing be-
ginning to a show that I've watched
since | was a child. And it just seems
to be getting worse! Next week, Jon
Heder (a.k.a. Napoleon Dynamite) is
hosting. Butthe musical guestis a
joke in itself: Ashlee Simpson. What
is Michaels thinking? Why would
anyone give her a second chance
that she doesn't deserve? I'm disap-
pointed already.
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LUNA Late Night Menu Open Tuesday Through Saturday
Live Music Thursday Through Saturday!
Next to Adam’s Place Restaurant

Dinning Room open 5 pm to 9 pm weeknights 10 pm weekends
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Music & Dance

A LENDAR 6t " ENENTS
School'of Music and Dance

Thursday, Oct. 6 = 8 p.m., Beall Hall

MOZART PIANO QUARTET
Chamber Music Series; $29, $23, $18, $12
Music by Mozart, Brahms, and Bonis. Tickets from
Hult Center (682-5000) or EMU (346-4363).

Sunday, Oct. 9 * 3 p.m., Beall Hall

EMILY WHITE, Piano

Guest Artist Lecture-Recital; $9, $5

“The Birth of Tragedy” and the piano music
of Polish composer Karol Szymanowski.

Tuesday, Oct. 11 = 7:30 p.m., Beall Hall

SAM PILAFIAN, Classical Tuba
Robert M. Trotter Guest Artist Recital; $9, $5
Late 20" and early 21* century works for tuba.

Wednes., Oct. 12 = 7:30 p.m., 198 Music
SAM PILAFIAN, Jazz Tuba

MIKE DENNY, Jazz Guitar

Faculty & Guest Artist Jazz Duo; $9, $5

Music by Duke Ellington, Fats Waller, Thelonius
Monk, Django Reinhardt, and others.

Thursday, Oct. 13 = 8 p.m., Beall Hall
OTIS MURPHY, Saxophone

HARUKO MURPHY, Piano

Guest Artist Recital; $9, $5

Music of Gershwin and Bizet, plus works by
Ibert, Piazzolla, Rachmaninoff, and Saint-Saéns.

Friday, Oct. 14 = 8 p.m., 178 Music
FACULTY JAZZ ENSEMBLE
Faculty Artist Series; $9, $5

A delightful evening of jazz, featuring our
entire jazz faculty in various combinations!

Tues., Oct. 18 * 3:30 p.m., EMU Ben Linder

BALKAN ROMANI WEDDING MUSIC

Guest Ensemble; Free Lecture-Demonstration

For more info on School of Music and Dance events, call 346-5678.

For our complete calendar, check: music.uoregon.edu




