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le traveli ng with frrends in Lebanon

At Saida, we turned left and entered Shia [Shiite) territory. The number of yellow and
green Hezbollah flags increased, and images of martyrs and the Ayatollah replaced the
risque Jaguar ads that fill the country. We came to a checkpoint, stopped and were

waved through.

I turned around because | thought it was interesting that one
Lebanese Army soldier had an M-16 and the other had an AK-47.

That's when they stopped us.

| don't know if they stopped us because they realized that three
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with our cobble gb.r_mr |ok.ir'|g us back to

. where the officer said we needed to go
to get permission to enter the south

That didn't work either and, in ten minutes, we
found ourselves standing in a village with no taxi
and ne idea what fo do. We starled walking
back to Beirut, a 50k walk

We passed two men who were working in a
garden, where two litlle girls were playi
among the eggplants. They said hell
the same, and they invited us to have coff
with them.

We went down 1o their porch and quickly
realized that we were going to practice our
Arabic a litfle more. | think the home belonged

.‘.

We stayed about an hour, long enough for
lbrahim to wave down a faxi for us and give the
driver dire to where he thought we needed

g ing goodbye to them was a
disappointment.

The area we went fo that day belongs to the
scary places in the American psyche: the place
of terrorists and lawlessness. But the people |
met there were among the best | have met in the
last ten weeks.

That's why Tyler and | want to base ourselves
out of Tyre, not Beirut, when we go back.
Nightelubs are fun, but they don’t make a
difference in my life. | changed a lot in the past
few days, | don't know how yet, but | have, and
it's exciling and challenging.

Kind of like Lebanon. B
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According to the United Nations,

Q5 percent of the world's population
growth in the next 50 years will eccur
outside of Western Europe.

You could be well-positioned to work
with colleauges in any of these rapidly
growing countries if you have firsthand
experience with the local cultures

and customs|
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