
Attack bird dive-bombs 
students during nesting 

Several pedestrians crossing the Alder St and 13 th Ave. 
intersection in the spring received an unwelcome surprise 
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A number of unsuspecting stu- 
dents were subjected to a bird 
dive-bombing their heads as they 
crossed 13th Avenue and Alder 
Street intersection next to Star- 
bucks during spring term. 

Many other students seemed to 
be entertained by the plight of 
those caught in the bird’s 
crosshairs. 

The two birds, who set up a nest 
in the yellow traffic light at the in- 
tersection, were probably protect- 
ing their nest. 

Not unlike a scene from the Al- 
fred Hitchcock movie “The Birds,” 
a birds would swiftly descend 
from above, swoop in on its tar- 

get and then proceed to peck at 
the clueless pedestrian. 

“The bird grabbed ahold of my 
head with its claws and started 
pecking my head,” said Univer- 
sity graduate Eric Wise, who was 

dive-bombed while walking home 
from campus in the middle of the 
day. “I smacked the bird and kept 
on walking.” 

But many students did not react 
in such a composed manner. A few 
screamed and ran, while others 
ducked and flailed their arms. 

Some students protected them- 
selves from the manic birds with 

their backpacks. 
“I was really confused at the 

time, I didn’t realize what was go- 
ing on,” senior journalism major 
Jen Kane said. 

Part of her confusion was due to 
the flock of students at Starbucks 
that had assembled to watch the 
bird dive-bombings. Previous vic- 
tims of the dive-bombs composed 
much of the audience and offered 
no warning to unsuspecting stu- 
dents crossing the intersection. 

Emily Rows, who was dive- 
bombed the previous year, said her 
and her friends “used to literally 
enjoy our morning coffee and sit 
and watch.” 

“The bird grabbed ahold of 
my head with its claws and 
started pecking my head. 

Eric Wise | University graduate 

When Kane was dive-bombed, 
she estimates there were 30 people 
at Starbucks watching the attack, 
including people who were video- 
taping it. Kane said when she first 
noticed the Starbucks crowd on 

her way to campus she thought 
that the students “must be getting 
free coffee or something.” 

She soon realized that everyone 

was staring. 
“I turned behind me thinking it 

was something about the police 
department,” she said. 

A few minutes after the bird at- 
tacked her, however, she figured 
out that they were actually watch- 
ing and videotaping. 

“I was so embarrassed,” 
Kane said. 

It is common for usually peace- 
ful birds to commit inter-species 
violence during the spring nesting 
season, according to a fact sheet 
written by Dr. Barb Ogg of the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska. When birds 
have a nest of babies they become 
very territorial and frequently dive- 
bomb animals who threaten their 

young by coming too close to the 
nest.From the birds’ perspective, 
students crossing the intersection 
were potential predators. 

So, should students attending 
the University in the fall avoid 
crossing the 13 th Ave. and Alder 
intersection due to fears of un- 

warranted bird dive-bombings 
and their subsequent humilia- 
tion? No. With the nesting sea- 

son over, the winged assailants 
have ditched the nest, according to 

Ogg. The dive-bombs may become 
an annual Spring term threat, how- 
ever, because birds tend to nest in 
the same place year after year. 

But for now, students may 
rest assured that they can get 
back to the books without fear 
of coming under attack by 
overprotective birds. 

Tim Bobosky | Photo editor 

A bird that dive-bombed several students during the summer made a nest in the traffic signal 
at 13th Avenue and Alder Street. 
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n Franklin 
1028 Harlow Road 

Springfield 
next to the Gateway Mall 

Frames Yarns 
Large selection of 
frames and prints; 

perfect for decorating 
the dorm or 

apartment. Custom 
orders available. 

Knit your own scarf or 
tote bag! Choose from 
any of our Specialty 
Yarns. Hundreds of 
color and texture 

combinations 
to choose from! 

Scrapbooks 
With new merchandise every 
week, it has never been more 

fun to document your 
memories! 

Classes starting now 

for every skill level! 

We also have beading & jewelry making, 
quilting, cake decorating, painting, unfinished 

wood and so much more! 

Come in to see us for 
all your crafting needs! 

$5 Off Any purchase of regularly priced 
merchandise totaling $15 or more. 
One coupon per customer please. 

Ben Franklin & Frame Shop • 1028 Harlow Road • Springfield • 726-2641 
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We are The Persona! Advisors of Ameriprise Financial. The next generation 
v 

of American Express Financial Advisors. Our name is new. but our experience 

isn't. We have more financial planning clients than any other company.* 

You'll receive the support, training, and guidance to succeed as a financial 

advisor. You can help clients prepare for the future and reach their financial 

goals. And in doing so. realize your own. 

Consider the possibilities at ameriprise.com/careers. 

N.iiu v L Congdon 
l it ) Vice President 
Five Lincoln. Suite 3bC 
10200 SVV Greenberg 
I \>i timid, OR b.-W3 
(bOb) 452T5Q66 
Direct ibu.d 205 4550 
I ;i\ i5G3) !!>.' ndbb 

Nancy i. OoiK}don,can 
arnefipbBe corn 


