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Barnett: It's
always home
in Eugene

Continued from page 6

The team has since reloaded with
transfer James Finley, sophomore
Cameron Colvin and a healthy
Demetrius Williams.

“Any team and every team at one
time or another has those (down
years),” Barnett said. “You just got to
accept them and forget about them.”

The early results have been positive,
with two wins against Houston and
Montana and upcoming home games
against Fresno State and USC. This is
all good, but Barnett hopes to see Ore-
gon have an undefeated season and
win a national title before he goes.

The odds are against them, though
this is part of the excitement of a new
season with endless possibilities and
where at its essence, the football re-
mains the same — just like his enthu-
siasm about Oregon athletics — in-
cluding college basketball.

“It’s always changing, and yet it’s
never the same, and yet it's always the
same," Barnett said.

Barnett was a part of Army ROTC
through the University from 1955 un-
til 1968 and then worked at the Physi-
cal Plant, which equipped the Univer-
sity with school supplies such as toilet
paper and soap, until he retired in
1981. Around that time his wife Mar-
garet passed away and Barnett decid-
ed to traverse the globe, visiting Alas-
ka, China, Belgium, Thailand, Canada,
Ireland and other countries.

“It was something to do more than
anything else,” Barnett said.

But he always came back to Eugene.
His family is here (he remarried to
Paula in 2000), including relatives that
are current and former University em-
ployees, such as retired Senior Associ-
ate Athletic Director Sandy Walton.

Naturally, Barnett fits in, and at the
end cof practices, he ambles out onto
the field, talking to players and coach-
es, comfortable in his surroundings.

“They really accept me as one of
their own,” said Barnett of the players.
“It’s just a great feeling.”
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