IN BRIEF

Utility bill stalls as House,
Senate pass unlike versions

SALEM — Legislators on both
sides of the aisle in Salem say they
want to stop utilities from collecting
extra from customers to pay for state
and federal taxes, then paying almost
nothing to the government.

But as the session winds down,
there has been no agreement over
how to shut the loophole.

Late this week, an Oregon House
committee passed a dramatically re-
vamped version of a bill that has al-
ready passed the Senate.

The House version
immediate condemnation
consumer activists.

They charge that the amended
bill is actually worse than current
law, mainly because it could make
Oregon taxpayers pay for taxes
owed by unconnected utility sub-
sidiaries, including those that are
not based in Oregon.

In addition, utilities would be able
to maintain their current over-collec-
tion practice for three more years be-
fore the regulations would take effect.

"This is a big, huge step
backward from what passed the
Senate,” said Mark Nelson, a lobby-
ist for the Industrial Customers of
Northwest Utilities.

Utility companies, meanwhile,
would prefer that legislatorsleave the
current law untouched, said Kevin
Lynch, director of governmental af-
fairs for PacifiCorp, the parent com-
pany of Pacific Power.

But if changes are inevitable, utility
companies prefer the House version,
he said.

The legislation is headed to the
House floor and then in all likelihood
to a conference committee, where
representatives of the Republican-run
House and Democrat-led Senate will
try to hammer out a compromise that
can pass both chambers.

Industry officials say not paying

drew
from

government taxes is a byproduct of
an industry in which companies do
more than own and run utilities.

When utility-owning conglomer-
ates file their consolidated tax re-
turns, the profits from some of their
businesses — such as their utilities —
can be used to offset the losses from
other subsidiaries.

And that reduces their tax obliga-
tions, and they don’t pay as much —
if any at all.

Four schools fail to comply
with No Child Left Behind

PORTLAND — Half of Portland’s
neighborhood middle schools have
failed to meet targets mandated by
the federal No Child Left Behind Act.

Parents of students at four of
the Portland schools were notified
on Friday that their children's
school had failed to meet the federal
standards, bringing to half the num-
ber of middle schools failing in the
Portland area.

The parents of 2,097 students at
Binnsmead, Gregory Heights, Kel-
logg and Portsmouth middle
schools now have the chance to
transfer their children to a different
neighborhood middle school. The
letter said the children are eligible
for free transportation.

Under the No Child Left Behind
Act, schools are required to show
yearly progress for all students each
year, including those with disabilities.
Last school year, 50 percent of stu-
dents had to pass the English test and
49 percent had to pass the math test
to meet the federal requirement. Stu-
dents in special categories, such as
those with disabilities or those learn-
ing English as a second language, are
also required to make progress, but
their scores can be lower.

The four middle schools new to
the list failed to meet standards for
certain groups of students.

A spokeswoman for the schools said
their status could change after test
scores are rechecked this summer.

—The Associated Press

come try
eugene’s favorite

bubble teas!

over 65 flavors
fruit or milk
bubble teas

EVERYTHING
$2.75

841 east 13th avenue
near the university
of oregon bookstore

monday-saturday
11.30 a.m. - 7.30 p.m.
sunday

I pm.-5pm

BOBABUBBLE
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New York $198 Mexico City $220
Los Angeles $156 Lima $619
London S448 Tokyo S567
Paris $508 Bangkok S600
Frankfurt $581 Sydney $714

Fares are roundtrip from Portland. Restrictions apply.
Taxes not included. Fares subject to change.

L

Eurailpass issued On-The-Spot
1430 S.W. PARK AVE.
[On the Park Blocks by PSU]

my m A‘ 'E
ot See tfk world your wa 503-274-2323
yourway  g90-592-CUTS (2887)

portland@travelcuts.com

ASK US ABOUT OUR EXCLUSIVE FLEXIBLE FARES
www.travelcuts.com/usa

Marché Museumn Café and
Museum Store Hours

Wednesday: 9:00 a.m.~7:30 p.m.
Monday~Friday: 9:00 a.m.—4:30 p.m.

Weekends: 11:00 am.~4:30 p.m. . 8

Jordan Schnitzer
Museum of Art Hours

Wednesday: 11:00 a.m.—8:00 p.m.

Thursday-Sunday: 11:00 a.m.~5:00 p.m.

1430 Johnson Lane on the UO campus
(541) 348-3027

http://jsma.uoregon.edu

museum café
OPEN ALL SUMMER!

The Marché Museum Café at the

Jordan Schnitzer Museum of Art is open

“seven days a week, all summer long!

Meet your colleagues, friends, or family in
the beautiful outdoor courtyard and enjoy

fresh, seasonal, and regional foods.

0 UNIVERSITY OF OREGON
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3340 DONALD

SE Remodeled 1 bedroom, 1 bath home
on large lot with range, refrigerator,
dishwasher. $510+dep. No pets.

=

4290 OAK

Remodeled SE Eugene 2 bedroom, 1 bath
duplex with single garage, new range,
refrigerator, dishwasher, hookups, yard care.
$725+dep.

=

3995 E AMAZON

3 bedroom, 2 bath duplex in SE, single
garage, wood fireplace, refrigerator, range,
dw, w/d, yard care. $950+dep.

=

1691 HILYARD
1 bedroom, 1 bath campus apartment.
Range, refrigerator. $535+dep. No pets.

1710E 19™
Campus 3 bedroom, 1 bath duplex with
range and refrigerator. No pets. $850+dep.

PRINCIPLE

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

EUGENE, OREGON
§ (541) 284.4110

PRINCIPLE
PROPERTY

MANAGMENT
PROPERTIES FOR RENT

4710 VILLAGE PLAZA LOOP SUITE 130

=

482 E 16™

Campus 1 bedroom apartment with range,
refrigerator, onsite laundry, bike storage,
w/s/g paid. $525+dep.

[

1823 HIGH

Campus 3 bedroom, 1 bath home with
single garage, range, refrigerator, hookups,
yard care. $1120+dep. No pets.

I

1685 HIGH

Remodeled campus 1 bedroom, 1 bath
apartment, off-street parking, range,
refrigerator. $595+dep. No pels.

i

1695 HIGH

Campus 2 bedroom, 1 bath apartment with
fireplace, range, refrigerator. $650+dep.
No pets.

NOWRRASINE NG EIEXGEAre

© Fully furnished
° Individual leases

o Full size washers

and dryers in

every apartment
» 24 Hour Fitness Center
° Heated pool

« Security alarm system
» Water, trash, sewer

5 included
3

* On bus route
* Roommate matching
*1,2, & 4 bedroom
apartments
* 3 bedroom with a den
o 7 i ~ 338-4000
+ Caged basketball court 90 COMMONS DRIVE,
- Sand volleyball court Houst: 3.8 Dnteabins
 Uniformed security on-site  Sux 12rv_sru




