Wonders of Canada
cannot compare
to close-knit Eugene |

[ transferred here from McGill Uni-
versity in Montréal, perhaps the cold-
est city on the face of this planet (ex-
cluding Irkutsk). 1 went
from a city of 3.5 million to
one of 140,000, and the dif-
ferences between the two
places are almost impossi-
ble to imagine.

Firstly, Montréal is stuck
in a quasi-North American,
quasi-European vortex. Half

the other half speaks a lan-

guage resembling French. You buy
beer from what is referred to as a Dé-
panneur. Wine comes from the Sociéte
des alcools du Québec, the state-run
liquor store. You can’t turn right on a
red light, but people frequently drive
directly through them. To an outsider,
little makes sense about this island. It
was an ideal place to get lost in a new
world with the comfort of taking

classes in English.
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of the city speaks English; EH?

Linguistics was my major. But I
was really there to study immersion. |
was keen to see what it would be like
to separate myself from
what I knew, It was sort of
my year abroad before I
even started school.

And 1 learned a lot. 1
learned that a drinking age of
18 was at the same time no
big deal and a blessing. Pou-
tine, a gross concoction of
fries, gravy and cheese
curds, was something best to
avoid. But, most importantly, I learned
that it’s important to be away from
home. It's easy to miss what's happen-
ing around you if you never leave.

But, I came home to get me a edu-
macation in advertising, something
that wasn’t offered at McGill. The
place to be, of course, was the
University of Oregon.
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Internships, friends
made college a good
taste of real world

College has been good to me.
This thought enters my mind as I sit
on my incredibly comfortable futon
in my exceedingly cool historic
home, surrounded by friends and
good music.

As everyone knows,
college is much more
than school. It's a per-
sonal revolution that
changes who we are,
who we know, what we
do and, sometimes,
what we want to do.

This has been true for cyuckSLOTHOWER COM8ratulation,
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me, and [ hope it's true
for you. As a middle-
aged sage told me many years ago
around a campfire, “The whole
point of college is to get laid.”

While it wasn’t much of an exer-
cise in courage for me to attend this
in-state, public liberal arts universi-
ty, I have endeavored to derive from
it as much as possible. To wit, I
made the excellent decision to join
the Sailing Club team my freshman
year, a decision that has taken me
far both geographically and person-
ally (a special thanks to George
Yioulos, without whom the team
might not exist).

I took on the task of double

majoring in journalism and political
science, which I completed in four
years minus a term. I interned at
two newspapers, one of which is
the most-read daily journal in our
little corner of the world, and also
wrote for this publication. |
fought forest fires for two
summers. | did all this
while maintaining my
trademark sense of humor,
charisma and a killer set of
abs. (Sure, this column
drips with egotism and self-
but it's a
graduation column, what
did you expect?)
In college, friends have come, and
friends have gone. Some warrant
just a nod and a “what's up” when I
see them on campus. Others, a
short conversation. But a quartet of
fellas has been there day in and
day out for every drunken ass-grab-
bing, every drained three-pointer,
every high and low. To Adam Cross-
ley, Ryan Matthews, Ryan Orr and
Pete Zenczak, I give my thanks and
best wishes.
Now | enter what some insist on
calling the “real world,” though
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Willamette Valley’s Largest Flyfishing Shop
A great selection of flytying and fiyfishing supplies

Mckenzie River guided fishing trips
1/2 and full day available

Fly fishing classes: May 18-20 & June 15-17 Wed-Fri

6-8 pm each evening

)

342-7005 168 West 6th Avenue, Eugene, OR 97401 thecaddisfly.com
Weekdays 9am-6pm Saturday 10am-5pm Sunday 10am-3pm

Parents

deserve’graduation gifts, too!

Give your parents the gifts of art and culture! Visit the
Jordan Schnitzer Museum of Art and the Museum of Natural

and Cultural History on the University of Oregon campus.
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Jordan Schnitzer
Museum of Art

* Explore a world of art in Eugene
including American, European,
Korean, Chinese, and Japanese
artworks,

Museum of Natural
and Cultural History

* Explore Oregon's past with our new
exhibit: Oregon—Where Past is
Present.

= Experience the adventure: See Lewis,
Clark, and Company—Explorers,
Ambassadors, and Naturalists.

* Discover nine emerging,
contemporary artists at the master

of fine arts graduate exhibition.
i i * Enjoy nature: Stroll through the Glenn

Starlin Native Plant Courtyard. (Even
bring a picnic lunch.)

= Satisfy your appetite with an
artistic meal in the Marché

Museum Café.
SRS * Take home a piece of the Northwest:

Shop at the museum store, Past and
Presents,

* Select from a stylish array of gifts
at the museum store.

= Information: (541) 346-3027 * Information: (541) 346-3024

EQv, i on i 0 Cuitsral divey
0, AAADA s U ty
WHubion g, itted fo ¢ LELT T

Weekend hours: 1100 am. to 5:00 p:




