
RENTERS' RIGHTS... 
AND WRONGS 

The tenant-landlord 
relationship requires 
respect and privacy 

BY SAMANTHA BATES 
DAILY EMERALD FREELANCE REPORTER 

The 
house was a wreck. 

A closet door lay broken 
on the ground with bent 

window screens. Cigarette 
burns and water marks littered 
the windowsills. There were 

too many stains on the carpet 
to count. The bathroom door- 
jamb was splintered from 
being kicked in. In the 
kitchen, there were maggots 
on the cutting board. 

“This is why I dislike rent- 

ing to younger tenants without 
a rental history,” said Jim 
Straub, the property manager 
of the 5-year-old house. “My 
houses are spotless when I 
give them to a tenant. This 
gives you an idea of what nine 
months can do to a property.” 

Straub, 32, is vice presi- 
dent of the Rental Owners 
Association and is the third- 
generation owner of several 
property management com- 

panies in Eugene. After a 

month-long process that 
started with the tenants not 

paying rent, he went through 
court proceedings and had 
the tenants evicted. 

“This one is just really bad,” 
he said. “It’s very rare.” 

This is a prime example of 
tenants not knowing their 
rights and responsibilities when 
it comes to renting a house. 

Straub said landlords can 

choose to not rent to students. 
“You can legally discrimi- 

nate against students as long 
as that is the only reason 

you’re not allowing them,” 
he said. 

Such discrimination is al- 
lowed because students are 

not a designated minority 
group. Some property owners 

may choose not to rent to stu- 
dents because of high 
turnover or wear and tear on 

the house. 
Most tenant responsibilities 

are outlined in the rental 
agreement, which tenants and 
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these from the 
neighborhood 
east of campus 
often become 
available in the 
late spring as 

landlords 
encourage 
returning students 
to sign rental 
agreements 
early. 

Heading home for 
the summer and 
need somewhere 
to store your stuff? 

✓ new spaces added this year 
✓ the closest to the University of 

Oregon 
✓ a great location with easy freeway 

and downtown access 

✓ climate controlled units available 

✓ small, medium, & large units 

✓ professional & courteous storage 
counselors 

✓ built with student storage needs 
in mind 

StorltAll 
MINI-STORAGE & FILE STORAGE 

550 East 8th Street Eugene, Oregon 97401 

✓ special rates for student id 
holders 

✓ secure 

✓ free locks 

✓ special Husky & Beaver 

storage 

016288 We’ve got you covered. (541) 683-5622 

SOUTH 
HILLS 
VILLAGE 
143 S. 15th St. 
Springfield 

746-9036 

1 & 2 
bedrooms 
car ports 

beautifully 
landscaped 

Ask about specials 
I Sorry, no pets 

RENT NOW! 
WE HAVE WHAT YOU’RE 

LOOKING FOR. 
Well managed & maintained 2 bedroom, 
one bath apartment homes offering... 
Month-to-month tenancy—No lease to worry 
about breaking. 
Appliances, washer & dryer hookups and 

laundry facilities. 

Affordably priced—call for move in specials. 
Ample parking with assigned tenant parking. 

lU/ 

019481 

CENTENNIAL PARK 
APARTMENTS 

926 Anderson Lane #91 
Springfield, OR 
(541) 741-0583 

Centrally located between Eugene/Springfield. 
Close to bike paths, bus line & Autzen Stadium. 

To view an apartment or for more information contact the on-site 
office listed above or for more information on other great complexes 
through out Oregon contact Cascade Rental Management Co.^ 
at (503) 743-4630. fOf 

Moving Boxes 
*Sale prices good on selected moving boxes only. Valid at participating locations 
only. Offer expires 09/30/05. The UPS Store centers are Independently owned and 
operated by licensed franchises of Mail Boxes Etc., Inc., an indirect subsidiary of 
United Parcel Service of America, Inc., a Delaware corporation. Services and hdurs 
of operation may vary by location. ©2005 Mail Boxes Etc., Inc. 

For sale prices bring this ad to 
these participating locations: 
• 2852 Willamette St., Eugene, OR • 687-2836 
• 1574 Coburg Rd, Eugene, OR • 686-0233 
• 1863 Pioneer Pkwy E., Springfield, OR * 741-0411 
• 65 Division Ave. W-1, Eugene, OR • 461 -0710 
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