
The next 

chapter 
Local bookstores join the Internet sales movement as 

a way to stay alive in an increasingly online world 

BY JOSH LINTEREUR 
PULSE REPORTER 

Eugene lost one of its oldest in- 

dependent booksellers this month 
when the owners of the Book Mark 

decided to retire rather than contin- 
ue on in the face of dwindling profits. 

The closing of the more than 

30-year-old business is part of a 

decade-long national attrition of in- 

dependent bookstores, which has 
been spurred on by the arrival of big- 
box chains and the still-evolving In- 

ternet book market. With more than 
20 locally owned bookstores, 
Eugene's independent book market 
hasn't eroded nearly as quickly 
thanks to a book-hungry population 
that is supportive of locally owned 
business. But in the long run those 
local values alone may not be 

enough to sustain them all, and the 
savviest are re-thinking the way they 
do business. 

"Eugene prides itself on being an 

independent-minded community 

that supports independent business- 
es," said Evon Smith, whose parents 
founded the Smith Family Bookstore 
more than 30 years ago. "But every 
time I say that I have to remind my- 
self how many independent busi- 
nesses have gone out of business in 
the last 10 years." 

For Smith and other local used 

bookstores, the presence of behe- 
moth discounters like Wal-Mart, 
Barnes & Noble and Borders aren't 
their biggest concern. While those 

corporate-owned businesses do a 

significant amount of business by 
discounting new copies of the latest 
bestsellers, most independents only 
sell a handful of new books (if any at 

all), leaving the chains to compete 
with one another. 

For most used booksellers, which 
includes virtually all of Eugene's 
remaining independent bookstores, 
the most significant competitive 
force comes from the Internet. 
And some have chosen to fight fire 

¥ 
Lauren Wimer | Senior photographer 

Local independent bookstores struggle to survive in a market changed by discount bookdealers and 
the Internet. Many stores here in Eugene are learning to adapt. 

with fire. 

At Emerald City Fine Books, a 

specialty used bookseller located 
downtown, the strategy has become 
very simple. 

"If you don't go online, you go out 

of business," said associate manag- 
er Paco Schiraldi. Emerald City went 

online seven years ago with Abe- 
books (www.abebooks.com), an on- 

line book market that lists over 

13,000 booksellers. Schiraldi 
estimates that the store now does 
more than two-thirds of its business 
in cyberspace. 

As foot traffic decreases and 

booksellers do an increasing 
amount of their business online, it 
forces manyto reconsiderthe idea 
of having an actual store. 

"The majority of independent 
bookstores in America have closed 

in the past 10 years, but a lot of them 
went online," said Scott Landfield, 
who co-owns Tsunami Books in 
South Eugene. "You're almost an ar- 

tifact when you have an open shop." 
Like Emerald City Fine Books, 

Tsunami has used the Internet to its 

advantage. By selling books online 
at Abebooks, Landfield said 
the store's sales increased by 
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Stretch 
Your Summer 
Check out the September Experience Courses 

September 6-16, 2005 
• Short on electives? 
• Looking for a unique way to wrap up your summer? 
• Want to get ahead in your course of study? 
• Excited to get back in the swing of classes? 
• Does $500 for 4 credits sound like a deal to you? 

If you answered “yes” to any of these questions, you need 
to find out more about the September Experience Courses. 
Resident and nonresident students take one course for 4 
credits in nine days for just $500. Classes meet from 8:00 
a.m. to 11:50 a.m. Monday Friday. Courses are included 
in Summer 05 DuckHunt. 

Course Mo. Course TitleInstructor CRN 

ANTH 310 Anthropology of Film & TV P. Scher 43424 

ANTH 399 Origins of Modern Humans G. Nelson 43425 

INTL 407 Womens’ Movements 
Around World A. Weiss 43423 

GE0G 410 Physical Geography of Oregon M. Power 43422 

PSY 383 Pyschoactive Drugs TBA 43431 

UNIVERSITY OF OREGON SUMMER SESSION 
Register using DuckWeb <http://duckweb.uoregon.edu/>. Visit our Summer Session 
web site, <http://uosummer.uoregon.edu/SepExp.html>; call us, 346-3475, or send 
us email, <septexp@darkwing.uoregon.edu.> 

7T LUNA open Tuesday through Saturday at 4 pm 

.j? n 30th East Broadway (541) 434-LUNA 
H WWW.LUNAJAZZ.COM 

LUNA Late Night Menu Open Tuesday Through Saturday 
Live Music Thursday Through Saturday! 

WiijfliDy Next t0 Adam’s Place Restaurant 
Dinning Room open 5 pm to 9 pm weeknights 10 pm weekends 

Detailed Event and Venue Info at www.mcdonaldtheatre.com 
General Admission WILL CALL Tickets Now ONLINE from mcdonaldtheatre.com 
All Concert Tickets Available at TfckfltsWest outlets (800) 992-TIXX Service charges may apply 


