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Johnson's return 
revitalizes Phoenix 
on the edge of loss 

BY JAIME ARON 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

PHOENIX — Nobody would’ve 
blamed Joe Johnson if he sat out the 
rest of the playoffs. 

After all, it was only a few weeks 
ago that four metal plates were 

attached to his skull, held down by 
18 screws, all because of a shattered 
bone near his left eye that left him 
looking like someone who’d fought 
a young Mike Tyson. 

Yet Johnson never wavered. No 
matter how many times friends and 
family told him to call it a season — 

most fearing for his safety, but some 

also mindful of his pending free 
agency — Johnson insisted on 

returning to the Phoenix Suns as 

soon as possible. 
He made it just in time. 
Just in time to keep the San Anto- 

nio Spurs from sweeping the Suns 
out of the Western Conference 
finals. And, while it’s still a long 
shot, perhaps just in time to make 
the Suns the first NBA team to rally 
from a 3-0 deficit and advance. 

All he’s done so far is help force 
Game 5 tonight in Phoenix. But 
after seeing Johnson’s scoring and 
defense, and the trickle-down effect 
his presence had on his teammates, 
Suns coach Mike D’Antoni believes 
this could become an entirely 

different series now that his team is 
back at full strength. 

“Without him, we didn’t have 
enough,” D’Antoni said Tuesday. 
“With him, we have enough.” 

Johnson actually came back in 
Game 3, which was amazing to any- 
one who saw his mangled face after he 
fell from the rim and landed on his 
face during a second-round game 
against Dallas on May 11. Yet any emo- 

tional lift provided by Johnson and his 
mask were erased by how dominant 
the Spurs were that night. 

In Game 4, the Suns were like a dif- 
ferent team. Or, rather, they looked like 
the Phoenix club that won the most 

games and scored the most points this 
season, not the one San Antonio had 
taken advantage of for three straight 
games. The stats prove it: After scoring 
28 fastbreak points over the first three 
games, Phoenix had 26 last game. 

“Transition D is a particular concern 

because we’re playing against the best 
transition team in the league,” San An- 
tonio coach Gregg Popovich said. 
“That’s a priority and they just 
drubbed us in that area.” 

Johnson scored 26 points on 10-of- 
15 shooting. That included a 16-foot 
jumper against tight coverage by Bruce 
Bowen, the Spurs’ best perimeter de- 
fender, which stretched Phoenix’s lead 
to three points with 2:03 left. 

IN BRIEF 

Mariners call up 
23-year-old shortstop 
SEATTLE — Hoping to spark 

their offense, the Seattle 
Mariners called up 23-year-old 
Mike Morse from Triple-A 
Tacoma on Tliesday and desig- 
nated Wilson Valdez for 
assignment. 

Morse, acquired in the Freddy 
Garcia trade with the Chicago 
White Sox last June 27, was 

hitting .253 with four home runs 

and 23 RBIs in 49 games in 
the Pacific Coast League this 
season. 

Valdez was claimed on 

waivers from the New York Mets 
and added to the Mariners’ 
major league roster April 1. In 
42 games, he was hitting .198 
with no homers and eight RBIs. 

Manager Mike Hargrove said 
Morse will go into the starting 
lineup tonight against Toronto, 
giving him a day off after he flew 
to Seattle from Fresno, Calif., 
where the Tacoma Rainiers were 

playing Hiesday. 
“We didn’t bring him here not 

to play,” Hargrove said. “He’ll 
play the majority of the time.” 

Hargrove watched the 6-foot- 
4, 220-pound Morse in spring 
training and liked what he saw. 

“I liked the way he swung the 
bat,” he said. “He’s not bashful. 
And I understand he’s made a lot 
of strides defensively in Tacoma 
this season.” 

— The Associated Press 

Smith: Columnist's curtain is about to close 
Continued from page 9 

It isn’t a matter of regret, just a bit 
of hindsight. 

What I have written is exactly that, 
and good or not, I relish the chance 
that I got. 

But as I am writing about going 
out on top, I certainly don’t want 
to go the other way and hang 
around. 

After all, I wouldn’t want to be 
known as the Jerry Rice of the Oregon 
Daily Emerald sports section, or the 
aforementioned Henderson. 

Please, retire already. 
There will be only one quick 

curtain call for the space taken up by 
a certain lefty specialist. 

Now, that curtain is about to close. 
So before I sound way too full of 

myself and my writing, I just want to 

say thanks for the opportunity to have 
13 to 18 inches nearly every week to 

put down my thoughts and feelings 
about the great world of sports. 

Even though it may have left many 
people shaking their heads most of 
the time. 

b riansmith @ dailyemerald. com 

To place an ad, call (541) 346-4343 or stop by Room 300 EMU 
E-mail: dassads@dailyemerald.com 
Online Edition: www.dailyemerald.com 
Room 300, Erb Memorial Union, RO. Box 3159, Eugene, OR 97403 

100 LOST & FOUND 

Found keys Sunday 5/29. Near 
11th & Garfield. Call 543-9655 to 
identify. 

EXPERT THESIS/DISSERTATION 
Editor, Grad School approved 
since 1974! Papers, resumes. 

ON CAMPUS! ROBIN, 344-0759 

Horoscope by Holiday Mathis 
mum oDir.muMi (june i). rout creaxivixy 
blossoms, and your environment transforms 
along with it. This process makes you more 
attractive. All sorts of people want to get close 
now. Be judicious A long awaited check ar- 
rives in July. A business that starts in August 
will bring in assets that will be handed down 
through generations! Love signs are Capri- 
corn and Pisces. Your lucky numbers are: 5, 
23,41,9 and 43. 
ARIES (March 21-April 19). Acting on impulse 
results in bizarre but interesting outcomes. 
Friends are baffled by your desire to do the 
unconventional Those who choose not to join 
you obviously don't know what they're miss- 
ing. 
TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Say Thank you" 
for even the smallest of favors. Showing ap- 
preciation for their efforts is a terrific incentive 
for employees (and kids) to do a good job 
Your heartfelt words can have a major impact. 
GEMINI (May 21 -June 21). Energy and initia- 
tive are high, so get cracking on those half-fin- 
ished projects you've been neglecting. After a 

long day of productivity, you'll have the stam- 
ina to celebrate your efforts, even without the 
help of a Red Bull. 
CANCER (June 22-July 22). Your workplace 
is demanding. People want you to make deci- 
sions now. Think quickly, but speak carefully. 
Well-chosen words are key. Your thoughtful- 
ness goes a long way toward impressing the 
right people 
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). The phone is your 
nemesis, but only because you've made it so. 

Being a hermit has its advantages, none of 
which outweigh the fun you'll miss. So lay the 
groundwork for your next outing by making 
some long overdue calls tonight 
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Sure, overtime 

may pay rinanciauy, out tninK aDout wnat you 
might be missing on home and social fronts. 
Finish up current projects, and make a con- 
scious effort to streamline and simplify. Your 
sanity is at stake. 
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). A colleague contin- 
ues to rub you the wrong way. You are tempt- 
ed to tell the world what this person is like, but 
it is best to keep your opinion private. Re- 
member: You're the great conciliator. 
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). The consensus 

lately has been: Love stinks. But today s 

breakthrough gives you hope. Maybe love can 
also take a shower and put on deodorant. Give 
love that clean, fresh feeling by reenacting a 
first date. 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov 22-Dec. 21). The grass 
appears greener on the other side of the 
fence, but that's only because your sprinkler 
system is broken. You're experiencing a cre- 
ative rut, but soon the spirit of competition 
will reenergize you. 
CAPRICORN (Dec 22-Jan. 19). Being driven 
means different things to different people. For 
you it is the insatiable desire to conquer chal- 
lenges and rise to the top. To douse that fire 
would be like extinguishing part of your soul. 
Embrace your ambition. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb 18). Motivation is a 

challenge, especially if your office has win- 
dows with a view of the gorgeous weather 
you're missing. Escape on your own, if only 
for an hour. Your renewed energy will help 
you focus on tasks this afternoon. 
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Your ability to 
read people leads some to believe you have 
psychic powers. Neptune helps you give guid- 
ance to a person without direction seeking 
your advice. Consider it your good deed for 
the day. 

120 MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE 
Wednesday is New Comic Day 

at Emerald City Comics. 
770 E. 13th. 345-2568. 

... 
Buying dorm refrigerators. $10-20 
each. Bring to Mr. Appliance at 
2nd & Chambers 

$97 
QUEEN SIZE PILL0WT0P 
New Mattresses & Boxspring 
Guaranteed Lowest Prices! 

FREE DELIVERY 

AMERICAN MATTRESS 
MANUFACTURING 

1 4075 West 11th • 343-2690 
Open 7 Days a Week 

130 CARS/TRUCKS/CYCLES 
‘94 Ford Mustang convertible. New 
top, teal, V6, auto, economical. 
$5,200 must sell. 915-9660. 

‘92 Benz for sale. 167K mi. Black. 
Runs like a champ. Live the Life! 
$1600 OBO. (818) 406-2269 

145 COMPUTERS/ELECTRONICS 
BRAND NEW DELL INSPIRON 
9200. Great computer Great price! 
Must sell ASAP! Call 543-5877 

175 WANTED 
FREE VEHICLE REMOVAL at low 
cost for surrounding area. Pay for 
some. 541-741-0952. 

Volunteer @ summer camp! Be a 
buddy for cancer kids and siblings. 
July 24-30. Training, room/board 
provided. Reply now. 866.632.5278 
campqualityoregon.org 

CA$H FOR 
WOMEN’S CLOTHES 

Today thru Thurs. 12-3 pm. Lobby 
720 E. 13th (near DQ). 

The Oregon Daily Emerald assumes 
no liability for ad content or response. 
Ads are screened for illegal content 
and mail order ads must provide 
sample of item for sale. Otherwise, 
ads that appear too good to be true, 

3 probably are. 

Respond at your own risk. 

193 INTERNSHIPS 
Free farming internship opportu- 
nities! Volunteers needed for tropi- 
cal fruit farm in Hawaii. Learn about 
farming, bhakti yoga, Hawaiiana, 
healthy vegetarian diet, free surfing 
lessons, drug & alcohol free envi- 
ronment on 300 acre transitional 
organic farm. For application send 
email to ay@healingnoni.com or call 
1-808-959-3153. 

205 HELP WANTED 
Part-time help needed for drywall 
contractor. 6-8hr/wk. Transportation 
a must. Needed ASAP. 683-5650. 

205 HELP WANTED 

Looking for friendly, well-organized 
work-study student for National 
Student Exchange Office 
Assistant position. General office 
duties, assist coordinator with 
day-to-day operations. 15-hrs/wk 
starting Sept. Work-study pref. but 
not req. APPLY NOW with Karen 
Cooper 346-3211. 

ASUO Now Hiring! 
Positions: Multicultural Advocate II, 
Elections Coordinator, PFC at 
Large, PFC Executive Appointee, 
ADFC Executive Appointee, and 
EMU Executive Appointee. Applica- 
tions available in ASUO Suite 4, 
EMU Contact ASUO at 346-3724. 
Applications are due by 5pm Friday, 
6/10/05 or until filled. An affirmative 
action/ equal opportunity/ Ameri- 
cans with Disabilities Act employer 
(AA/EOE/ADA). 

205 HELP WANTED 
Do you have excellent customer 
service and accounting skills? Apply 
to be an ASUO Student Controller. 
Must be willing to work 20 hours a 
week, including some evening 
and/or weekend hours. For a com- 
plete job description, go to the 
ASUO Controllers Office, EMU 
Suite 4. Accepting applications thru 
June 10th. Questions: 346-0626 or 
asuocomp@gladstone.uoregon.edu. 
An affirmative action/equal opportu- 
nity/Americans with Disabilities em- 
ployer (AA/EOE/ADA). 

Can’t pick up an Emerald? 
Classifieds are online at www.dailyemerald.com 

Looking for a fantastic summer job? 
We are College Pro Painters and 
we are curently hiring for the 
summer. (888) 277-9787 
www.collegepro.com 

^SIAN 
MOTIVE 

Preventive Maintenance 
Specialists for 29 Years. 

1917 Franklin Blvd., Eugene 

Find what you need. ODE 
Sell what you don't, classifieds 


