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IN BRIEF

Men'’s golf to compete in
Pac-10 championships

The Oregon men’s golf team tees off
Monday in Walla Walla, Wash., for the
2005 Pacific-10 Conference Champi-
onships, marking the start of postsea-
son play for the Ducks, whose NCAA
Regional aspirations hinge heavily on
their outing at the tournament.

The Ducks are looking to earn a
ticket to the NCAA Regional tourna-
ment, which begins May 19. If they
continue their formidable game play at
the championships, Oregon head
coach Steve Nosler believes his squad
has little to worry about with regard to
continuing its season after Wednesday.

“If we finish fifth or sixth with the
way we've played this spring, I don’t
see any way the committee can leave
us out,” Nosler said. “We've got to
keep playing just like we have been so
we can finish ahead of some schools.”

Oregon’s lineup features the same
five golfers who have been the back-
bone of the Ducks’ late-season turn-
around. Oregon is riding momentum
following four straight top-seven fin-
ishes, including a team title at the
Western Intercollegiate in March,
There is, however, one alteration being
made to Oregon’s lineup: Along with
all other teams in the competition, the
Ducks will include a sixth golfer to
compete by way of the tournament’s
unique format. Only five scores can be
recorded by each squad, leaving the
highest to be thrown out.

Nosler has called upon Kyle John-
son, a junior from North Bend, to fill
Oregon’s vacancy. Johnson will be
joined by the usual suspects — soph-
omores Matt Ma and Jay Snyder, and

juniors Gregg LaVoie, Chris Dukemi-
nier and Justin St. Clair. Ma (72.9) and
LaVoie (73.5) lead the team in scoring
averages and occupy the No. 1 and
2 spots on the roster, respectively.

Fourteenth-ranked Southern Califor-
nia enters the tournament as the
highest ranked team in the Pac-10 and
will most likely battle No. 16 UCLA,
No. 17 Arizona State and No. 24 Ari-
zona, the defending champions, in a
close race for the team title.

— Scott J. Adams

NBA playoffs kick off
with a little more parity
Before the NBA playoffs begin, a lit-

tle pop quiz:

Q: What do Kobe Bryant, Kevin Gar-
nett and LeBron James have in com-
mon with Michael Jordan, Karl Mal-
one and Phil Jackson?

A: The closest they’ll get to this
year's postseason is watching on TV.

After a season of chaos and change,
the NBA playoffs will begin this week-
end without a target team for everyone
to take aim at.

Remember not so long ago when
this time of year revolved around the
Los Angeles Lakers? They’re as gone
as the two-handed set shot.

Shaquille O’Neal is still around, the
massive centerpiece of another top
team. But he’s wearing red and black
these days, playing for the Miami Heat
and taking every available opportuni-
ty to remind people what fools the
Lakers were for trading him away.

Gary Payton is still kicking, too, with
the Boston Celtics, one year removed
from the failed project of pairing
himself with Shag, Kobe and Malone
on a dysfunctional Lakers team that
was stunned by Detroit in the
championship round.
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The Pistons are still here, too, by the
way. And yes, there's speculation
swirling around head coach Larry
Brown's future in Detroit.

But with the postseason beginning,

Saturday, and with the casual fan not
all that cognizant of the fact that the
Phoenix Suns finished with the
league's best record, the 2005 playoffs
will unfold with several of the NBA's
superstars sitting on the sidelines won-
dering how they missed out on one of
the most wide-open chances for a
championship in decades.

For the first time since the late
1970s, there is no clear-cut gigantic ob-
stacle that needs to be overcome.

Recent playoffs always began with
challengers knowing they might face
O’Neal and Bryant — Lakers team-
mates since 1997 — and trying to out-
wit their coach, Jackson, who accu-
mulated nine titles over 12 years.

Anyone wanting a championship in
the years prior to that had to go against
Jordan, Larry Bird or Magic Johnson
— superstars of their eras who went to
the playoffs every year as the favorite.

This season, there's no marquee
team and no superstar tandem to be
toppled, creating a much greater sense
that it's a wide-open race for the title.

“It is clear that the Lakers are the
team to love or hate, and a playoffs
without the Lakers are going to draw
lower (ratings) than one with them,”
commissioner David Stern said. “But
aside from that, there are some inter-
esting and exciting teams that are gen-
erating coverage, and a lot of young
players and player combinations that
people are talking about.”

The first round will continue over
16 days — a reduction from the 18-day
span from recent years that led to com-
plaints of too much downtime.

— The Associated Press
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Track: Logsdon set personal
record of 13:49.99 in 2005

Continued from page 9

done track in Oregon since | was in
the sixth grade, running in Oregon
was always a big draw,” Logsdon
said. “When [ was in the recruitment
process and looking around, [ knew |
wanted to stay on the West Coast
and probably a Pac-10 school, and I
remember talking to the coaches
here and they were talking about
bringing Oregon back to prominence
on a national and conference level,
and [ really bought into that.”

Under the guidance of Smith,
Logsdon dropped his 5,000 time
from 14:28.30 in 2001-02 to a person-
al record 13:49.99 during the 2005 in-
door season. Logsdon’s goal is now
to shave off those last six seconds,
something that both Logsdon and
Tyson believe will happen before the
end of the season.

Logsdon has also had to deal with
the addition of distance runners
Galen Rupp and Scott Wall, two run-
ners from Salazar’s Oregon Project.
Logsdon admits to not working with
them much, favoring instead to
show them little things if need be.

“I think he has taken a quiet ap-
proach to it, and I think that is the
way he should take it just like I have
to take a quiet approach,” Tyson
said. “I don’t think he wants to be in
controversy right now, so I think he’s
smart in staying back. He's real tight
with Kyle Alcorn and Brett Holts, so
there is enough of the Martin people
here to keep him feeling good.”

The man who likes music when
he’s off the track — trying to find
artists few people are listening to;

Otis Redding, for example — is
only one of two runners from
a talented recruiting class that
includes teammate and fellow
All-American Holts.

“I still remember the first day
we came in here,” Holts said.
“There were six of us freshmen
and now Logs and I are the only
ones left. It definitely takes a cer-
tain kind of athlete to work at a
Division I level, at a level like Ore-
gon, under Coach Smith's pro-
gram, and obviously if you are
that type of runner and you stick
with it, good things can happen
to you, as we have seen with
Logs definitely.”

Holts also admits there is little
that can stop Logsdon from reach-
ing his goals.

“He’s a great runner and a great
athlete,” Holts said. “It would take
a lot more than the diversity the
year has thrown at us to stop Eric.
He hasn't put in five years of
work, day in and day out, coming
into practice, summers, Christmas
breaks, and if anyone thought that
Eric would use this as an excuse,
that would be doing an injustice to
Eric and everything he has worked
for and an injustice to Coach
Smith and the program. I don't
think Eric would have handled it
any other way. I think he has han-
dled it the way coach Smith taught
us to and it says a lot about him.”

Because after all, 13:43.82 is just
over the horizon.

briansmith@dailyemerald.com
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Off-Campus Quaintness

Free pizza w/a pint
Monday 6pm-12am

Large PBR Pitcher
$5.00 everyday

Hot food

25 pool
Free pool on Fridays
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Www.euro-asian.com

CUN'ER RN M O T I V E

Preventive Maintenance
LERR YV Specialists for 29 Years.

1917 Franklin Blvd., Eugene

ture,

EXPERT THESIS/DISSERTATION
Editor, Grad School approved
since 1974! Papers, resumés.
ON CAMPUSI ROBIN, 344-0759

115 GARAGE/MOVING SALES

ESTATE SALE! Sat. 8am - 2pm

0 much stuff we trucked it to the
Eugene Masonic Ctr. 277 MLK,
Across from Autzen. Kitchen, furni-
tools,
clothes... it all must go by 2pm!

120 MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

Weekends at Emerald City Com-
Ics, 770 E 13th, 345-2568

HERE'S A THOUGHT:

Place your classified onling
wiww dallyemerald.com

B6 Chev Nova 4-Dr

Christmas, garden,

PILLOWTOF
New Mattresses & B i

Guaranteed Lowsst Pricest’
FREE DELIVERY

-

AMERICAN MATTRESS
MANUFACTURING
4075 West 111h » 343-2690
Open 7 Days a Wesk

train. First $625, 913-0351.

Notchback.
Good body, decent int. Toyota drive

BARTENDING $250/day potential,
no experience necessary, training
provided. 800-965-6520 ext. 118

$1900. Call 686-8073.

1995 Subaru Legacy Wagon- 5sp,

175 WANTED

Can’t pick up an Emerald?
Classifieds are online at www. dailyemerald com

C |

dual airbags, cruise, AWD, ABS,
CD, power windows, new tires.
234000 miles. Single Owner 190 OPPORTUNITIES

Work From Home or Anywhere
Member NYSE and in 59 Countries.
Earn What You're Worth. On-Cam-
pus Interview. Flexible Training.

high-talent 10-piece funk

original  songs

LYRICIST WANTED for aspiring,

based at the U of O. Over a dozen
and melodies
already written. Gabe 221-8796.

Call Ken Sage (541) 461-HOME

Serious live gig under label & studio
for advanced players. Guitar, keys,
or vocals. Call 998-1380 see
www,squankykong.com,

band




