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Stoudemire hits 50 points
against Portland on Sunday

The forward led Phoenix Suns to a 117-98 victory
against Blazers on 20 of 27 shooting from the field

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

PHOENIX — Watching Amare
Stoudemire score 50 points against
the Portland Trail Blazers reminded
teammate Quentin Richardson of one
of the NBA's greatest all-time players.

“Amare Stoudemire looked like
Wilt Chamberlain,” Richardson said

after the Suns' 117-98 victory over the

Trail Blazers on Sunday night.

With the crowd of 18,166 cheering

wildly in the final minutes as
Stoudemire approached the S0-point
mark, fans got their wish with 43.2
seconds remaining when the young
Suns’ phenom scored on a 15-foot
turnaround jump shot to hit the half-
century mark.

“I wasn't thinking about (scoring
50),” Stoudemire said. “I heard one
of the fans say 46, and that’s when |
thought about it, but I wasn’t press-
ing and trying to get 50 points. It just

came to me in the flow of the game.

“It feels great to do it at the young
age of 22,” he added. “That's the tip
of the iceberg.”

Stoudemire scored on a variety of
shots — dunks, jumpers and power
moves to the basket.

“It wasn’t all power tonight, be-
cause a lot of moves were finesse out
there,” said Stoudemire, who also
had 11 rebounds. “The power moves
allow me to finesse it up and catch
them off-guard.”

The Suns have the NBA's best
record at 26-4 and have won 22 of
their last 24 games, including eight
straight at home,

Richardson added 20 points, cap-
ping a key fourth-quarter 12-2 burst
with a 3-pointer, and Shawn Marion
and Joe Johnson each scored 15.

Darius Miles led Portland with 25
points, Zach Randolph had 22 points
and 14 rebounds, and Shareef

Abdur-Rahim finished with 14 points
and 10 rebounds.

Stoudemire, who had 20 points in
the final period, shot 20 of 27 from
the field and 10 of 17 from the foul
line to set a new career high and
amass the highest point total by a
Phoenix player since Tony Delk
scored 53 against Sacramento in a
121-117 overtime loss Feb. 2, 2001.
Stoudemire’s previous high was 38,
set against Minnesota during his
rookie year and against New Orleans
earlier this season.

Only Tom Chambers, with 60 and
56, and Delk have scored more as a
Suns player than Stoudemire.

“I told (Stoudemire) that if he
starts learning to make free throws,
he could score 75,” Richardson said,
laughing. “You don’t see anyone miss
seven shots and score 50.”

Phoenix led only 83-81 before
Stoudemire began the decisive run,
scoring the first nine points. By the
time he and Richardson finished the
Suns’ surge, Phoenix was safely
ahead 95-83.

Three NFL teams find way into
playoft slots despite losses Sunday

Close losses and bad performances at the end of the
season cause concern for new playoff team entrants

BY DAVE GOLDBERG
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

The Jets, Vikings and Rams all
made it into the NFL playoffs Sunday.

New Yorkiand Minnesota backed in,
the Vikings losing seven of their last 10
for the second straight season. The Jets
lost 32-29 in overtime to the Rams, and
the Vikings lost 21-18 to the Redskins.

But the Jets, who went 5-6 after
starting 5-0, got in as an AFC wild
card. And Minnesota and St. Louis
both qualified in the NFC at 8-8 —
the second time that's happened;
Dallas and Detroit were .500 playoff
teams in 1999,

The mess all meant that the

NFC’s hottest team got left out of

the postseason.

That was New Orleans, which
won its last four games, three on the
road, including a 21-18 victory
against the Carolina Panthers on Sun-
day to finish 8-8. Carolina, which lost
to New England in the last Super
Bowl, won five straight games after
starting 1-7, but finished 7-9 and
missed the playoffs after losing two
of its last three games.

Buffalo, which had won six
straight, blew a chance to make the
playoffs by losing 29-24 at home to
Pittsburgh, even though the Steelers
rested many starters. With the Jets
losing, the Bills (9-7) would have
made the playoffs with a victory.

The Vikings will play Sunday
afternoon at Green Bay (10-6), to

whom they have lost twice by the
same score — 34-31 — at Lambeau
Field on Nov. 14 and at the Metrodome
on Dec. 24.

The Rams will be at Seattle on Sat-
urday to open the wild-card round.

The Seahawks (9-7) clinched the
NFC West by holding off Atlanta 28-26
Sunday.

But the Rams won both meetings
between them this season.

Then they won in St. Louis 23-12.

The Jets will play at the AFC West
champion San Diego Chargers (12-4)
next Saturday as the fifth-seeded
team. The Chargers beat Kansas City
24-17 on Sunday with backups.

New York beat the Chargers 34-28
in the second week, but that was be-
fore San Diego came together to win
10 of the last 12 games. AFC South
champion Indianapolis (12-4) will be
at home Sunday in a rematch against
Denver (10-6).

- Seahawks crowned
- NFC West champs

BY TIM KO
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

SEATTLE — Matt Hasselbeck
wore a smile on his face and a mes-
sage on his cap and T-shirt: Seattle
Seahawks, NFC West champions.

Hasselbeck threw two touch-
down passes and got another TD
on a sneak, leading the Seahawks
to a 28-26 win over the Atlanta Fal-
cons on Sunday to take the division
and earned a first-round playoff
game at home.

“You have a better chance at
home,” Seahawks coach Mike
Holmgren said. “You should. It's a
‘thank you’ to your fans.”

When the Seahawks (9-7) set
their goals, winning the division
ranked second only to making the
playoffs. If they could land a home
game or two, even better.

The Seahawks barely avoided
another late meltdown. Atlanta's
Warrick Dunn was stopped on a 2-
point conversion attempt that
would have forced overtime.

“I knew I wasn’t in,” Dunn said.
“It was just one of those plays that
we thought was going to be there,
and it wasn'’t. They played it well.

after win at home

[ was trying to squeeze myself into
a small crack and get in.”

Reserve quarterback Matt Schaub
threw a 3-yard touchdown pass to
Brian Finneran as time expired.

“To come up short like we did is
not acceptable,” Atlanta coach Jim
Mora said. “But to run for 204 yards
and to have drives with a rookie
quarterback to win.That was out-
standing.”

Seattle’s Shaun Alexander ran for
80 yards, finishing 1 yard behind
Curtis Martin of the New York Jets
(1,697) for the NFL's rushing title.

“It's too bad we didn’t get the
ball back,” Holmgren said. “They
ate up the clock with their final
drive. He had a chance at the rush-
ing title and just missed it.”

It was a meaningless game for
Atlanta (11-5), which lost its final
two after securing the NFC's No. 2
seed in the playoffs two weeks ago.

Atlanta gets a first-round bye,
while Seattle will host NFC West ri-
val St. Louis next Saturday.

Schaub almost helped the Fal-
cons win. Atlanta moved 69 yards
in the final 4:28 behind Schaub and
the running of Dunn.

Wrestling: Barker shines

Continued from page 13

Parker showed great effort in
his match against Mitch Manstedt
but could not muster an escape or
takedown late in the third period.
Manstedt held on for a 6-3 win by
decision.

Though the Ducks lost the dual,
much was gained in their favor: Du-
als against top-ranked teams such as
Nebraska should help Oregon pre-
pare for post-season matches.

“As a team, it is crucial we wres-
tle matches of this caliber,” Kearney
said. “It keeps the team honest and
motivated and will help us in the
long run.”

The day before the Nebraska
dual, the Ducks were in Corvallis in
the first of two Civil War duals
against Oregon State, Much like
most of Oregon's duals this season,
the Ducks kept the score close and

wrestled well but lost by a close
margin. The Beavers won by a
score of 22-13 in front of 1,214 fans
at the Gill Coliseum.

The 157-pound match that start-
ed the dual pitted true sophomore
Cyle Hartzell against Joel Gibson.
Hartzell’s performance was any-
thing but sophomoric as he defeat-
ed Gibson 10-4 to improve his sea-
son record to an impressive 7-1.

The dual swayed back and forth,
featuring many lead changes. The
final match came with the 149-
pound weight division as true
freshman Nick Cautrell began his
Duck career on the right foot with a
6-3 decision over Orlando Perez.

“I was really pleased with Nick
(Cautrell) and Cyle (Hartzell),”
Kearney said. “Both of those guys
are going to have excellent careers
here at Oregon.”

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE PROVIDERS
LISTED HERE EVERY MONDAY

A product of the Oregor Daily Emerald Classifieds. Eor more rormatr’on call 541-346-4343.

ARTS & CRAFTS

Harlequin Beads & Jewlery.
1027 Willamete St. 683-5903,

1 call takes it alll Denate your stuff
to St, Vincent de Paul: furn. books,
clothes, sports items, etc. 345-0595

DONATIONS

PET CARE/SITTING

Eugene Animal Hospital: low cost
spay & neuter, free exam w/vacci-
nations. Near UO. 342-1178

AUTOMOTIVE

10 min. oll change! 15 yrs of expe-
riencel Cooling systems, transmis-
sion. Pit Stop USA Inc. Corner of
W. 11th & Garfield. 686-2507

C & L Automotive. Quality service,
reasonable rates. Student/Senior
discount. Shuttle service. 7:30-5:30,
M-F 485-5135. 3764 BW 11th.

German Auto Service since 1963
Specializing in foreign autos. Near
UOQ, (Franklin & Walnut) 342-2912,

BIKE REPAIR/SALES

Paul's Bicycle Way: fast, affordable
repairs- Trek, Fisher, Raleigh, Kona.
bikes. 2480 Alder, 342-6155

COMICS BUY & SELL

Emerald City Comics, your 1-stop
for anime, manga, comics & games.
We buy & sell. 770 E. 13th Ave.

MOVERS/SHIPPERS

truck. Pianos, pool tables. 726-1229

PAKMAIL:We ship computers,
bikes, dorms, etc. FREE Eugene
Pick up. FREE Estimates. Bring this
AD for 10% off shipping. 607-0707.

MUSIC

: Rock, Jazz, Folk,
Classical, most instruments, Voice,
& Dance. Private or with a friend,
Stark-raving beginners to advanced.
OFAM at The Shedd. 687-6526

OPTICAL

THE FOCAL POINT
OPTICAL
1550 Oak St. » 683-6341
Corner of 16th & Oak
Inside Oregon Eye Associates
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TRAVEL

VIP Taxi - Student & airport dis-
counts. Visa/Mastercard. Courteous
drivers. Clean mini vans. 484-0920

TYPING/EDITING

Retired Editor (& rapid typist). Effi-
cient & accurate. Will pick up & de-

TUTORING

S ——

Dissertation Coaching. Need sup-

liver. $10-12/hr. Jane 741-3020.

port? Sure you do! It isn't just anoth-

Find what you n

ell w

Eug. area. Angela 343-0917.

Prof. editing, proofing, typing. The-
ses, papers, resumes. 20 yrs. exp.

er paper. Call 503-804-4748. aca
icwritin j

The Other Coast

YOU LET A GUY WEARING
A BLACK SKI MASK INTD
YOUR STORE, WHEREUPON
HE ROBS Y0U. WERENT
YOU EVEN SLighmY
SuSPiClous?

by Adrian Raeside

NOT REALLY.




