
Solid offensive game should 
put Ducks past Oregon State 

injuries have slowed 
down what was once 

a potent Oregon offense 
BY BRIAN SMITH 

SPORTS REPORTER 

As much as Oregon needs the run- 

ning game, a solid passing game is 
essential to a prolific offense as well. 

Last week against UCLA was a 

good example. 
“I don’t think we threw the ball 

very well,” Oregon head coach Mike 
Bellotti said. “We did not execute the 
passing game. I think that Kellen was 

not sharp. I think we had opportuni- 
ties, we had wide receivers, running 
backs and tight ends. 

“We just couldn’t see them due 
to protection or just didn’t execute 
the throw. 

Once ranked in the top-15 in passing 
offense in the nation, the Ducks have 
fallen out of the top-25 nationally and 
to fifth in the conference in passing of- 
fense, averaging 249.5 yards per game. 
Going into its game against Arizona a 

month ago, Oregon was ranked second 
in the conference with 279.3 yards per 
game, behind only Oregon State. 

The loss of leading receivers Tim 
Day and Demetrius Williams, who are 

third and first on the team in receptions 
respectively, put pressure on running 
back Terrence Whitehead and a group 
of young receivers to gel with quarter- 
back Kellen Clemens mid-season. 

Williams is the team’s leading re- 

ceiver with 43 catches for 539 yards 
and one touchdown, despite missing 
significant playing time with a turf 
toe injury. 

He caught 12 balls against Wash- 
ington State, which represents the 
second-most grabs in a single game 
in school history. Williams also has 
the second-most career 100-yard re- 

ceiving games in school history. 
Home is where the 

victories are in Civil War 
It’s no secret that home-field ad- 

vantage has played a significant role 
in the history of the Civil War, espe- 
cially recently. The last seven games 
have been won by the home team. 
The last road victory was captured by 
the Ducks in 1996. 

“I think that obviously there is 
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a home-field advantage, and it prob- 
ably has to do with the surface of 
the field,” Bellotti said. “I think Ore- 
gon State’s is the only one of its 
kind now, probably in the western 
United States. 

That part is different. I think that 
the fan base and the intensity with 
which the game is played adds to the 
home-field advantage.” 

Ironically, the Ducks own a much 
better road record in the all-time series 
against the Beavers than in Eugene. 
Oregon is 25-16-5 in Corvallis com- 

pared with its 25-23-4 mark in Eugene. 
“Sure, there’s something to home- 

field advantage, we’d all rather play 
at home,” Oregon State’s Mike Riley 
said. “But once the game starts, it 
doesn’t really mean anything to us.” 

November usually a good 
month for Oregon 

For only the second time during 
Mike Bellotti’s tenure, the Ducks 
have lost more than one game in the 
month of November. 

Oregon is 0-2 this month with its 
recent losses to California and UCLA. 
The only other season with more 

than one loss was the 2002 season, 
when the Ducks went 1-3 with loss- 
es to Washington, Washington State 
and Oregon State. 

The Beavers own the most wins 
against Bellotti in November. Oregon 
State is 3-6 in November, while 
Washington has two wins, and Ari- 
zona State, Washington State, Califor- 
nia and UCLA each have one victory. 

Bellotti has accumulated a 21-9 
record in November, going 13-1 at 
Autzen Stadium and 8-8 on the road. 

Undiscovered territory 
for Ducks and Beavers 

Never once in the 107-game history 
of the Civil War have Oregon and Ore- 
gon State played in a scenario where 
the winner concludes the regular sea- 

son with a winning season and a bowl 
game while the loser goes home. 

The closest scenario in recent mem- 

ory occurred in 1957, with Oregon en- 

tering the regular-season finale at 7-3 
(6-1 in conference play) and Oregon 
State 7-2 (5-2). 

The Beavers won 10-7 to finish tied 
with the Ducks, yet Oregon still ad- 
vanced to the Rose Bowl, because 
Oregon State played in the 1957 Rose 
Bowl and the conference’s “non-re- 
peat” clause was in effect. Under cur- 

rent guidelines, the winner of the 
game (Oregon State) would have 
earned the Rose Bowl berth. 
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Motel 6 
3690 Glenwood Dr. 
Eugene, OR 97403 
(541) 687-2395 
800-4-MOTEL 6 

Only I Mile from U of () 
Take 1-5 South to exit 191 
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Pool 
Free Local Calls 
Kids Free 
Free HBO/ESPN 
Free Coffee 
Pets Welcome 

University Commons 
Uniformed security 
7 days a week 
Resident Amenity Cards 

Security alarm system 
Fully furnished 
Monitored alarm system 
Full size washer & dryer 
Sand volleyball court 

Heated pool 
Caged basketball court 

Private balconies 
and patios 

u niversiTY 
COMMONS 

apartments 

1 338-4000 | 
90 Commons Drive, Eugene, OR 97401 

for Commrm Cause* 
Students, come donate 
non-perishable food for Food for 
Lane County & take a tour of our 

fully furnished apartments. 

1, 2, & 4 Bedroom Apts. 

3 U RE: R STORES 

Over 1500 items! 
Specializing in low carb, 

diabetic-friendly & sugar-free products. 

10% on ss». 
Iexpires 12/31/04 

Delta Oaks Shopping Center 
next to G.I. Joe’s • 541-343-5151 

SouthTowne Shoppes 
28th & Willamette • 541-485-3010 


