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Controversial ruling helps Packers

A late-game fumble recovery ruled in favor of Green
Bay results in a tie-breaking goal and a 34-31 win

BY ARNIE STAPLETON
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

GREEN BAY, Wis. — Shootouts
usually come down to who has the
ball at the end. This one came down
to who had it at the bottom.

Minnesota's Derek Ross and
Green Bay's Ben Steele, who had
been cut by the Vikings in training
camp, each claimed ownership of
Robert Ferguson's fumble at mid-
field in the closing minutes.

The officials eventually ruled Green
Bay had possession, and the Packers
drove for Ryan Longwell's 33-yard
field goal as time expired for a 34-31
win Sunday, their fourth straight.

The Vikings, who had rallied to tie
with two touchdowns in a 93-sec-
ond span, lost their third straight
game and fell into a tie with the
Packers atop the NFC Central at 5-4.

“There wasn't any doubt in my
mind I had the ball,” said Steele,
whose legs were cramping and arms

aching as he scuffled with his fellow
backup Ross for the prized posses-
sion. "I wasn't going to give it up un-
til the ref said, ‘Eighty-two, you've
got it There was a lot of scratching
and clawing. It seemed like an eter-
nity, but there was no way [ was go-
ing to let go of that sucker.”

Ross said he was robbed by refer-
ee Ron Winter, plain and simple.

“Clearly, I had the ball. Yeah, we
had the ball,” Ross said. “I don't
think the referee did a good job of
getting everybody off the pile to see
clearly I had the ball.”

Ross said a 300-pound lineman —
who was actually the 250-pound
Steele — pried one of his arms back
and he was helpless to do anything
about it: “I'm on the bottom of the
pile for two minutes, eventually he's
going to win that one.”

The Vikings, who were celebrat-
ing their big break all over the field,
were stunned by the referee's ruling.
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“We thought we had the ball,”
Minnesota coach Mike Tice said.
“We thought we had the ball from
the get-go.”

The scrum was in front of the
Packers’ sideline, but Green Bay
coach Mike Sherman didn't exactly
express confidence in the call.

“I'l have to look at the tape to see
who got it. Ben Steele was credited
with it,” Sherman said. “I'm just
proud of the effort we showed today,
even at the end when we did fight to
get the ball.”

Ferguson broke into the open at
midfield and thought he had a clear
shot at the end zone when Antoine
Winfield swooped in and forced the
fumble.

Both Brett Favre and Daunte
Culpepper threw four touchdown
passes without an interception. It
was Favre's 18th game with four or
more TD tosses, second only to Dan
Marino's 21,

Favre hit receiver Javon Walker,
tailback Tony Fisher, tight end Bub-
ba Franks and fullback William Hen-
derson in the end zone as the Pack-
ers built a seemingly safe 31-17 lead.
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“I knew it wasn't enough,” Favre
said. “All you have to do is look at
Monday night against Indianapolis,”
when the Vikings rallied to tie only
to lose on a last-second field goal.

Culpepper, working without star
receiver Randy Moss (strained ham-
string) for the second straight game,
threw for 363 yards, connecting with
Nate Burleson 11 times for 141 yards
and a score.

“l love him. He's a gamer,”
Culpepper said.

Culpepper's 2-yard shovel pass to
Onterrio Smith with 2:53 left made it
31-24. The Vikings held and got the
ball back with 2:18 left. Culpepper
needed just three plays and less than
a minute to move Minnesota 58
yards to a 17-yard TD toss to Moe
Williams with 1:20 left.

That's when Ferguson fumbled
and Steele burned the team that cut
him in training camp, hoping to sneak
him onto the practice squad — only
to see the Packers snatch him away.

“It definitely was a little extra spe-
cial to get that against my old team,”
Steele said.

Roetman: It
comes down
to one week

Continued from page 7

of your hands or slip past you.”

With the loss to UCLA, Oregon’s
season comes down to a single game.
Eleven consecutive winning seasons
and an eighth-straight bowl appear-
ance ride on a trip up I-5 to face a hat-
ed rival. The Ducks must go into Cor-
vallis and defeat an Oregon State team
that also needs a victory for a winning
season and a bowl invitation.

Oregon has one week to get its col-
lective head on straight. One week to
fix defensive assignments. One week
to work on tackling technique.

And most importantly, one week
to get hungry again.

“We just have to look at ourselves
and ask ourselves a question,”
Phinisee said. “Are we ready to come
out and perform? Because if we're
not, we may not go to a bowl game
this year.”

Jjonroetman@dailyemerald.com
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Lunch Special *4°*

This week:
Marfar chicken
with egg flower
soup, steamed
rice and lemon

.~ minimum 1 or 2 year contract
- certain restrictions apply
- see stores for delails

600 Anytime Minutes
Unlimited Nights & Weekends

ONLY

*39.99/month

iced tea.

&

Bachelor
mtbachelor.com/college
.- 800-829:2642 -
Stildents only, 18-23, restrictions apply.

Try our dinners too!
vegetarian options

166020

M-F: 11am-9:30pm = Sat: 4pm~ 9:30pm
Sun: 12-9:30 pm
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raising tr

Need Cash?

extra money for

back-to-school expenses?

#), Earn $180/month
donate
plasma

683-9430
~IBR Plasma Center

| block east of Garfield on 8th
1901 W 8th Ave.
New donors: bring in this
ad for an extra $5 on first visit
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write for the
Oregon Daily Emerald

For more information abou Efreefancing

call 346-5511.
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Harlequin Beads & Jewlery.
1027 Willamete St. 683-5903.
www.harlequinbeads.com.

AUTOMOTIVE

German Auto Service since 1963
Specializing in foreign autos. Near
U0, (Franklin & Walnut) 342-2912,

rates.
discount. Shuttle service. 7:30-5:30,
M-F 485-5135. 3764 BW 11th.

BIKE REPAIR/SALES

——

Paul's Bicycle Way: fast, affordable
repairs- Trek, Fisher, Raleigh, Kona.
bikes. 2480 Alder, 342-6155

COMICS BUY & SELL

Emerald City Comics, your 1-stop
for anime, manga, comics & games.
We buy & sell. 770 E. 13th Ave

Spyware & viruses removed with
protection against future infections
installed, $49. General computer
problems fixed for $19 to $49. Low-
cost help from experienced profes-
sionals. call: 206-7431 or go to:

Eugene Animal Hospltal: low cost
spay & neuter, free exam w/vacci-
nations. Near UO. 342-1178

RECREATION

THE FOCAL POINT
OPTICAL
1550 Oak St. » 683-6341
Corner of 16th & Oak
Inside Oregon Eye Associates

l

www.fissio.com.
Flssio LLC

DONATIONS

Crux Rock Gym: 9000 sq. ft. of

VIP Taxi « Student & airport dis-
counts. Visa/Mastercard. Courteous
drivers. Clean mini vans. 484-0920

TYPING/EDITING

Prof. editing, proofing, typing. The-
565, papers, resumes. 20 yrs. exp.
Eug. area. Angela 343-0917.

TUTORING

Dissertation Coaching. Need sup-

Say “Hi!” to a friend.

Place a personal ad in the Emerald.

climbing w/bouldering cave.
Lessons must see -
cruxrock.com 484-9535

Retired Editor (& rapid typist). Effi-
cient & accurate. Will pick up & de-
liver. $10-12/hr. Jane 741-3020.

port? Sure you do! It isn't just anoth-
er paper. Call 503-804-4748. aca

1 call takes it alll Donate your stuff
to St. Vincent de Paul: furn. books,
clothes, sports items, etc, 345-0595

MOVERS/SHIPPERS

Al's Moving Service: Professionals,
no job too small. Great rates, free
estimates, load/unload your rental
truck. Pianos, pool tables, 726-1229

PAKMAIL:We ship computers,
bikes, dorms, etc. FREE Eugene
Pick up. FREE Estimates. Bring this
AD for 10% off shipping. 607-0707.

Music Lessons: Rock, Jazz, Folk,
Classical, most instruments, Voice,
& Dance. Private or with a friend.
Stark-raving beginners to advanced.
OFAM at The Shedd. 687-6526

The Other Coast
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SEE YOU GETTING VIOLENTLY
SICK FROM A NASTY
BACTERIA!

i A s AG D S weanT Bog ANE POGED
R

WOW. Y0U CAN TELL
THAT JUST FROM THE
LINES ON MY PALMP
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NOPE.THE DIRT. YOU
HAVENT WASHED ‘YOUR
HANDS IN DAYS..
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