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IN BRIEF

It was just four years ago when the
Pacific-10 Conference’s Northwest
contingent had three teams ranked in
the top 10 nationally and none of the
California or Arizona schools finished
with a winning record.

The balance of power shifted.

This season, the schools from
Oregon and Washington are strug-
gling to get any wins, while South-
ern California, California, Arizona
State and UCLA are dominating
the conference.
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Washington, Washington State,
Oregon and Oregon State have com-
bined for a 7-13 record, with four of
the wins coming against New Mexi-
co and Idaho, and the others against
Arizona, San Jose State and in Ore-
gon's win at Washington State.

That’s a big change from recent
years. One of the Northwest schools
won at least a share of the confer-
ence title in nine of the 13 years be-
tween 1990-2002.

Since that season, nine of the con-
ference’s 10 schools have changed
coaches, with Oregon's Mike Bellotti
the only holdover. The biggest

changes have come at USC and Cal,
where Pete Carroll and Jeff Tedford
have rebuilt struggling programs.

“Obviously there's been some
change,” Bellotti said. “There has
been a lot of coaching changes in
the conference in the past few years,
which can affect recruiting.”

While Washington plays in Seat-
tle and has been a traditional Pac-10
power, Oregon State (Corvallis),
Oregon (Eugene) and Washington
State (Pullman) have a much harder
task recruiting talented players.

— The Associated Press
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No. 2 signal caller
waits for his turn
as Georgia's QB

D.J. Shockley enters third season still sitting behind
David Greene despite marked improvements in play

BY PAUL NEWBERRY
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

ATHENS, Ga. — As soon as the
game ended, D.J. Shockley knew
there was someone from the other
team he had to find.

Shockley headed toward the oppo-
site sideline, trying to locate Ten-
nessee’s backup quarterback. Brent
Schaeffer started the season as the Vols’
starter, but he played only one series in
a victory over Georgia last weekend.

Shockley could relate to Schaef-
fer's predicament better than anyone.

Shockley has gone through those
sort of feelings at Georgia, where he's
in his third season as the No. 2 quar-
terback. Last week, he took on the
Bulldogs® third possession, guided
them to their first touchdown, and
went straight back to the bench.

"That's always going to be frustrat-
ing,” Shockley said. “When you do
something good, you want to get
back out there and perform.”

David Greene is the starter at Geor-
gia. Shockley has to wait his turn,
which is projected to finally come in
2005 — his senior season.

From time to time, Shockley’s
thoughts will wander to what might
have been. How would things have
worked out at another school?

“It’s kind of mind-boggling," he
said. "You never know. [ could have
been somewhere else doing nothing.
| could have been somewhere else
and been successful.”

Shockley signed with Georgia be-
fore Greene had played a down in
college. A year ahead of Shockley,
Greene sat out a redshirt year, then
became the starter in 2001, Mark
Richt’s first season as coach.

Shockley was redshirted his first
year, as well. By the time he got on
the field in 2002, Greene had a firm
grasp on the quarterback job.

Still, Richt realized right away that
Shockley had enormous potential.,
The coach went out of his way to ap-
pease the backup, playing him in 10

games as a redshirt freshman (Shock-
ley missed the other four contests
with a foot injury).

But Greene got most of the playing
time, leading the Bulldogs to their
first Southeastern Conference cham-
pienship in 20 years.

Shockley knew what he was up
against. He seriously considered trans-
ferring to another school that might of-
fer an immediate chance to start.

“It could have gone either way,” he
said. “I really didn't know what I
wanted to do. I talked with my family
and they told me to go with my heart.
My heart was at Georgia. I didn't
want to go anywhere else.”

Shockley knew what he had at
Georgia — two more years as a back-
up. Even so, he stayed with the red
and black and never looked back.

“I know he had some reservations
early in his career about whether to
stay or go,” Georgia quarterbacks
coach Mike Bobo said. “When he de-
cided to come back, he knew Greene
was the starter. He had to be happy
being a Georgia Bulldog.”

Shockley gave another tantalizing
sample of his potential against
Tennessee.

Richt decided before the game to
use his backup quarterback on the
third possession. When Shockley trot-
ted on the field, the Bulldogs already
were behind 10-0 and had yet to make
a first down. He quickly drove them
down the field, connecting with Fred
Gibson on a 24-yard touchdown.

Apparently it was not enough to
keep Shockley in the game. He played
one more series in the second half,
That was it. Greene went the rest of the
way in a 19-14 loss that cost the No. 12
Bulldogs (4-1, 2-1 SEC) nine spots in
the Associated Press top 25.

“I never thought my career would
come out like this,” he conceded.
“But now I know I can handle any
type of situation. Yes, it's been frus-
trating at times. But it's alsc been a
great experience.”
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