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" Thieves foil Kryptonite U-lo

The company is offering
free U-lock exchanges
after defect found

BY KARA HANSEN
NEWS REPORTER

Battered by an explosion of news
during the past two weeks that
Kryptonite bicycle locks can be
popped with the barrel of a ball-
point pen, the portable security
company announced Wednesday it
will offer free U-lock exchanges for
concerned consumers.

Word spread quickly on the
Internet that several models of
Kryptonite U-locks, long heralded
by cyclists and bike shops as the
ultimate bicycle security device, are
easy to defeat. Web sites offered
videos demonstrating that by
jamming the empty barrel of a BIC
ballpoint pen into the tubular key-
hole of a U-lock, shaking it and
twisting it clockwise, the locks are

easily pried open.

Department of Public Safety Sgt.
Bob Guse said bike theft is a major
problem at the University, where
many students use bicycles
as their primary mode of
transportation. As
many as 25
bikes

will be stolen during the first few
weeks of fall term, DPS estimated.

Guse said even vulnerable U-locks
offer better protection than cable
locks.

Thieves have techniques that render
a one-inch cable breakable in about
five minutes, he said, noting that
U-locks are still difficult
to pick.

Collins Cycle Shop
manager Stephen Glass
said he spent about 30
seconds digging at a Kryp-
tonite lock with a ball-
point pen.

“Although I didn’t fin-
ish opening it, | could
tell quickly that it was

possible,” he said.

However, Glass pointed
out that some models of
Kryptonite and other
copycat brands of U-locks
are still fine to use. For the
past two weeks, he has had
trouble keeping flat-key
and combination-lock
models on the shelves, espe-
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People who wish to exchiange
their tubular Kryptonite or
Kryptonite co-branded locks
can find more information at
www. kryptonite.com or call
Kryptonite customer service at

cks with Bic pens

to $50, he said.

Blue Heron bicycle shop owner Su-
san Kelly said U-locks are still an ef-
fective anti-theft device,
but ultimately recom-
mended that students
use multiple types of
locks.

Wheelworks
Bill Cole agreed.

“Especially in Eugene
and on the UO campus,
we have huge bike-theft
problem as it is,” Cole
said. “Two locks will make a huge
difference. Someone prepared to
break one kind of lock will pass by
bikes that have two.”

University freshman Zach Rose,
who worked in a bike shop for
the past four summers, said he uses
a Kryptonite lock, but isn’t worried
about thieves stealing his bike.
He painted his bike to make it more
distinctive.
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Part of a nationwide series on governmental politicization of science
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Campus
trades
cigarettes
for sushi

Union Market, formerly
Erb Essentials, responds
to a ban on tobacco sales

BY MORIAH BALINGIT
NEWS REPORTER

Erb Essentials, now renamed
Union Market, is turning Japanese.

The recently remodeled conven-
ience store now features fresh sushi,
along with hot dogs and an expand-
ed beverage selection in addition to
its regular fare of salty snacks and
candy bars. The store also has more
; toiletries and school supplies. The
| store will no longer offer tobacco
i products due to the EMU Board's rec-
| ommendation to ban tobacco sales
g on campus last spring,
| Last year, the Campus Advisory
[ Board, a group that educates students
| about tobacco, launched a successful
{ campaign to ban tobacco sales on
campus. Erb Essentials was the last
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Chef Soe Zayar Myint stocks the cooler at Union Market in the EMU with a cartload of
fresh sushi in preparation for the lunchtime rush Thursday afternoon.

CHINA
BLUE

Restaurant

879 E. 13th

343-2832

Lunch Special *4°

This week:

Manderian
i‘ Chicken with
egg flower soup,
\) steamed rice and
lemon iced tea.

Try our dinners too!

vegetarian options
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M-F: 11am-9:30pm * Sat: 4pm- 9:30pm
Sun: 12-9:30 pm




