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Briggs said she has a white cane to 

help her, but she usually doesn't need 
it during the day. 

"People just assume things some- 

times or they don't ask questions," 
she said. "That's probably the biggest 
issue." 

Briggs, who will be a resident assis- 
tant next year, said being active in the 
residence halls has allowed her to 
show others that students with visual 
impairments can lead normal lives. 

"The dorms are an amazing thing," 
she said. "I've gotten really involved in 
the dorms and met a lot of people, 
and it's given me a lot of opportuni- 
ties to educate people about my con- 

dition. A lot of people have never 

been around someone with a visual 
impairment." 

Briggs said the University's Disabil- 
ity Services department has been key 
to her success. She said the depart- 
ment allows students to hire people 
to take notes, provides special testing 
accommodations and helps students 
work through individual issues. 

"I've been really impressed with 
Disability Services," she said. "I can't 
give them high enough (praise)." 

Sirois said Disability Services works 
with between 550 and 600 students 
who have a wide range of disabilities, 
including learning, psychiatric, phys- 
ical and health conditions. She said 
the department provides services 
ranging from sign language inter- 
preters for deaf students to books on 

tape for the visually impaired. 
Sirois said just navigating a univer- 

sity can be a challenge for visually im- 
paired students. 

"Physical access can be an issue, al- 
though I think at the University of 
Oregon we're doing a really good job 
addressing that," she said. 

Sirois also said other students and 
faculty members are hesitant to ask vi- 
sually impaired students about their 
conditions. 

"If a student were to have an inter- 
action with someone with a visual 
impairment, instead of presuming 
what would be helpful to them, it's 
probably a good idea to ask," she said. 

Briggs said the department helped 
her hire an assistant for her chemistry 
lab. 

"I can pretty much do most of the 
stuff, but there's just a couple things 
that (I need help with)," she said. 
"That's pretty much how it would 
work in the real world, too. It's not 

really about can you read this volume, 
it's more about are you able to know 
what to pour where than actually 
pouring it." 

She said adaptive technology has 
also helped her in her studies. Briggs 
said the electronic Blackboard Learn- 
ing System allows her to read lecture 
notes and other course materials in 
large text on her computer. Briggs also 
uses a video camera with a zoom 

function in math class so that she can 

enlarge lecture notes written at the 
front of the room. 

"That helps a lot because even 

though I'm visually impaired, I'm still 
very much a visual learner," she said. 
"I'm really thankful for the vision I 
have." 

She said technological advance- 
ments have "really opened the doors 
to science for all people." 

"Hopefully, with experience, I'll be 
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Stretch 
Your Summer 
Check out the September Experience Program 

September 7-17, 2004 
• Short on group requirements? 
• Looking for a unique way to wrap up your summer? 
• Want to get ahead in your course of study? 
• Excited to get back in the swing of classes? 
• Does $500 for 4 credits sound like a deal to you? 

If you answered “yes” to any of these questions, you need 
to find out more about the September Experience 
Program. Resident and nonresident students take one 

course for 4 credits in nine days for just $500. All are 

group satisfying! Classes meet from 8:00 a.m. to 11:50 a.m. 

Monday Friday. We have the courses you want, the 
courses you need, and the courses you should take. 
Courses are included in Summer 04 DuckHunt. 
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Course Mo, Course Title Instructor CRN 
ANTH161 World Cultures P. Scher 45407 
ANTH 170 Intro to Human Origins G. Nelson 45366 

GEOG 206 Geography of Oregon M. Power 45365 

HIST 382 Latin America C. Aguirre 45364 

INTL350 International Leadership K. Carpenter 45361 

PSY 330 Thinking H. Arrow 45363 
PSY 375 Development J. Measelle 45362 
SOC 301 American Society M. Dreilling 45370 

UNIVERSITY OF OREGON SUMMER SESSION 
SEPTEMBER EXPERIENCE PROGRAM 
Register using DuckWeb <http://duckweb.uoregon.edu/>. Visit our Summer Session 
web site, <http://uosummer.uoregon.edu/SepExp.html>; call us, 346-3475, or send 
us email, <septexp@darkwing.uoregon.edu.> 
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Meghan Briggs uses a video camera’s zoom function to help her see lecture notes in class 
Friday afternoon. Briggs is one of about 10 legally blind students at the University. 
able to learn about all those adapta- 
tions that I can use," she said. 

Chemistry Professor David Herrick, 
who instructed Briggs in two classes, 
said he has provided her with large 
format quizzes and advance copies of 
his lecture notes, which he normally 
does not do. 

"She's very determined and very se- 

rious as a student" he said. "She puts 
a lot of effort into it but seems to get 
through it very well." 

Briggs said her career goal is to be- 
come a genetic counselor. As a coun- 

selor, Briggs said she would help fu- 
ture parents work through decisions 
about genetic traits that might affect 
their children. 

"I love helping people, and I would 
really like to work with people to 
make decisions about their future," 
she said. 

Briggs said her career goal is close to 
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home because her parents, who con- 

sulted a genetic counselor after Briggs 
was bom, wanted to find out if her 
condition would be passed on if they 
had another child. They learned that 
there was a one in four chance that 
another child would also be visually 
impaired. Briggs said her parents de- 
cided it was an acceptable risk because 
Briggs' condition "was going to affect 
life, but not in a bad way." 

Despite her challenges, Briggs 
maintains a positive attitude about 
her vision. 

"My issue might have a title to it, 
but I think everyone has problems 
they have to ... work with," she said. 
"I'm just lucky enough to have a title 
to mine." 
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Run your “for sale" ad (items 
under $1,000) for 5 days in the 
ODE Classified Section. If the 
item(s) doesn’t sell, call us at 
346-4343 and we’ll run it again 
for another 5 days free! 


