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Playwrights win
reading of work

The new play, ‘Ophelia’s
Mother,” will have its first
reading this Friday at 7:30
p.m. in Robinson Theatre

By Ryan Nyburg

Senior Pulse Reporter

Reinterpreting William Shakespeare
has been a comerstone of Western the-
ater for much of the post-modern era.
From the existentialist comedies of
Tom Stoppard to the multitude of
modernized adaptations, reworking
themes and characters that are nearly
500 years old has proved to be a fruit-
ful endeavor for artists.

Now, the University Department of
Theatre Arts is about to add another ad-
dition to this history of interpretation
with the new work “Ophelia’s Mother.”

The new play, which will receive a
reading Friday night in the Robinson
Theatre at 7:30, was chosen as part of
the theatre art's department’s new
First Flights program, which is a
meant to give new, unproduced plays
a chance to receive reading and, even-
tually, full productions,

“Ophelia’s Mother" was chosen out
of 79 submissions frasm around the
country, said Jeffrey Mason, the head
of the Department of Theatre Arts.

“This department has a history of
doing new works,” Mason said.
“Things like Jon Schmor's ‘This Ship
of Fools' production and the New
Voices program are good examples,
Now, we're looking to bring this to-
gether and make it something the de-
partment is known for.”

The play, written by Suzanne Kehde
and Jean Pickering, takes Shake-
speare’s “Hamlet” and tells it from the
eyes of the title character, Eleanor.

Integrating major scenes from the
original play, the new piece deals with
the issue of whether or not Eleanor
will assert her birthright and claim the
throne of Denmark.

“The play offers a great opportuni-
ty for the actresses,” director and the-
atre arts graduate student Jennifer
Thomas said. “It tells the story from
their perspective.”

Cast member and junior theatre
arts major Danielle Kardum, who
plays Eleanor, had similar sentiments.

“I'm excited to read this role,” Kar-
dum said. “The role of Eleanor is
challenging. She’s a strong woman
full of wit and integrity.”

Along with the reading of the play,
the audience also will be treated to a
discussion afterward where they can
ask questions of the playwrights, direc-
tor and cast. While “Ophelia’s Moth-

er” will only be receiving a reading at .

this point, Mason said the First Flights
program will eventually be a forum for
complete performance of unproduced
works, though no productions have
been scheduled yet. The program does
have another reading scheduled
though, Carlos Morton's “Brown
Baby, " which will be read June 1.
Submissions for the First Flights

program can be sent to the Depart-
ment of Theatre Arts between October
and May. All submissions must be un-
produced and written in standard stage
playwriting style. More information
about the submission process can be
found through the program'’s Web site,
http://darkwing.uoregon.edu/%7Etad
ept/FirstFlights/.

The reading of “Ophelia’s Mother”
is free and open to the public.

Contactthe senior Pulse reporter
at ryannyburg@dailyemerald.com.

the 2004/2005 Acodemic Yea:

positions are:
# Diversity
% Education & Outreuch
# Events
# LGBT Issues
# Nontraditional Student
Advocate

784810

The ASUO Women's Genter is a community of women dedicated to
creating the best educational and working environment for the women at
the University of Oregon. From public relations and event planning to visual
design and newsletter editing, we offer a variety of opportunities for you to
gain valuable skills while creating positive change in your community.

We are currently seeking 9 Coordinators and 2 Office Assistants for the
2004-2005 academic year. Coordinators receive $125 monthly stipend.
Office Assistants are paid $7.50/hour (workstudy only). Open Coordinator

www.uoregon.edu/~women/jobs.htm

Applications and job descriptions for all positions are available
in the Women's Center, Suite 3, EMU. The Women's Center is an
AA/EOE/ADA employer. Accepting applications until positions filled.

Application review begins at 10 AM on May 3, 2004.

% Public Relations

% Sexual Violence Prevention
and Education

% Siren Editor-in-Chief

% Visual Design

Call us at 346-4095
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continued from page 6

one identifies him or herself as a
“woman” or a “man” is something
externally imposed, internalized
within and taken as unquestionable
truth. Without any critical examina-
tion, we never discover that these be-
haviors are actually learned. Women
learn to be women and men learn to
be men, Ani DiFranco once said.
This says nothing about biological
sex. While there are certain biological
facts that distinguish human beings
from one another, these facts do not
conform to a dichotomous system ei-
ther. Feminist biologist Anne Fausto-
Sterling has noted that the idea of there
being only two sexes is yet another
gendered social construction — if we
consider hermaphrodites, there should
be five sexes: Males, females, those
with biological sex characteristics of
both males and females and two varia-
tions of hermaphrodites with either
more fernale or male characteristics.
There is no “us versus them.” It
doesn't exist. Yet, we rely upon it and
we learn to conform to it. Deviation
from the status quo, or the culturally
imposed set of norms, while often not

STOREWIDE
SALE!

20-70%
OFF

Ski Equipment
Downhill « Cross Country
Snowhoards « Clothing

On Now!

13th & Lawrence * 683-1300 « www.bergsskishop.com

North Campus

979 E. Broadway

specifically illegal, is discouraged in a
variety of ways. Our parents keep us in
check. Our friends keep us in check.
The media keep us in check. We keep
ourselves in check. Ad nauseam.

And few wish to deal with the
stigma of dissent. Nowhere is this
more apparent than when it comes
to how we express ourselves with
our bodies. Any androgyny causes
confusion. We get uncomfortable
when we can't tell whether someone
is a girl or a guy. This is because an-
drogyny contradicts our learned du-
alistic relationships to the world.

As [ walked home later in the day,
I found the following words spray-
painted on the concrete: “Their laws
are our demise.” It should be said
that the “they” exists within us as
much as it does outside of us.

The first place to fight this conformi-
ty is with our bodies. Stop subscribing
to this culturally imposed gendered so-
dal control. Our bodies are the site of
direct action — it's time to begin. It's
time to sing these songs of dissent.

To be continued.

Contact the Pulse editor

at aaronshakra@dailyemerald.com.
His opinions do not necessarily
represent those of the Emerald.

P
Musique Gourmet

Classical Music

Oper CD’s
i SACD'S

Bl"OEIdWElY DVD’S

Filmscores

Open Noon - 5:20
Sundays Noon - 4:00
Closed Tuesdays

Behind Bradfords
Across from Library
. 942 Olive St.

349-0461

lﬁ FREE PARKING

with Americanistan feat. Elena Villa
Dance Performance

7:00 pm, $18 advance, $20 door

Eyedea 8 Emlm i
Grayskul, Sapient

Hip-Hop
8:30 pm, $12 advance, $1, door

«Sunday »
(ritters Buggin' Reunion Tour,
Piece of Meat Theatre

Acid Jazz
8:00 pm, $10 advance, $12 door

= Monday »
50 Foot Wave feat. Kristin Hersh,
The Ovulators, The Rhythm Pimps

Rock
8:00 pm, $8 door

« Tuesday »

Country joe Band
feat. Country loe McDonald, Grasshopper

Rock
8:00 pm, $13 advance, $i5 door

< April 22.
North Indian Classical Music:
Deepak Ram (bansuri), Anuradha Pal (tabla)

Instrumental
7:00 pm, $8 advance, $10 door
All Ages Welcome

687-2746

write for the
Oregon Daily Emerald
For more information about freelancing

call 346-5511.

South Campus

2870 E. Willamette

686-1600

STUDENT ID SPECIALS

e Show Your Student ID e Order by Number
X-LARGE 1-TOPPING

The Big New Yorker

MEDIUM 3-TOPPING

5939

Pan, Thin 'N Crispy or Hand Tossed

STICKS

‘N WINGS

5993

10 Breadsticks, 12 Wings

X-LARGE 3-TOPPING

5939

The Big New Yorker

2 MEDIUM 1-TOPPINGS

51199

Pan, Thin 'N Crispy or Hand Tossed

STICKS

‘N WINGS

51199

10 Breadsticks, 24 Wings
FREE 2-Liter of Soda with Any Above Order!

Delivery charges may apply

51199




