Israeli wall debate ‘intense’

Tuesday’s teach-in focused
on the 254oot-high barrier
being constructed by Israel

By Moriah Balingit
Freelance Reporter

Tensions ran high in 100 Willamette
on Tuesday during a teach-in entitled
“The Israeli Construction of the Wall in
the West Bank.” While participants said
the dialogue was productive, Associate
geography Professor Shaul Cohen not-
ed that the intense debate “a number of
times strayed from the boundaries of
civil discourse.”

The teach-in featured various per-
spectives on a 25-foot-high barrier be-
ing constructed between the West Bank
and Israel. Israel states that the barrier’s
purpose is security, as it has been
plagued by a rash of suicide bombings
during the past three years that have re-
sulted in the deaths of 900 people, psy-
chology major and Oregon Hillel Grin-
spoon lsrael Advocacy Intern Lach
Litwer said. Critics maintain that the
barrier’s construction has hidden polit-
ical motives and is a vehicle for “land
grabbing” on the part of Israel.

Participants in the teach-in were
somewhat divided on the issue, but
some hot debate arose over aspects of
the situation.

Honors College Professor David
Frank, author of the book “Shared
Land/Conflicting Identity: Trajectories
of Israeli and Palestinian Symbol
Use,” said that he thinks the barrier is
a bad idea. While he acknowledged
that the wall has prevented some sui-
cide bombings, he said, “ ... it's also

created a context for the creation of
more suicide bombers.”

Litwer, the panel’s student repre-
sentative, said he believes the wall is
necessary for the security of Israelis
and that it will be beneficial in the
long run.

“This fence is here in order to cre-
ate an atmosphere where a lasting
peace can be established,” he said.

Cohen, author of “An Absence of
Place: Expectation and Realization
in the West Bank,” was the third
teach-in participant.

“In the short term, perhaps the
wall is a good idea,” he said.

But Cohen said that he objects to
the projected course of the wall,
which encroaches on the Palestinian
side of the Green Line, a geopolitical
border separating the West Bank
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from Israel proper.

“In essence, the course of this wall
ensures its necessity, and that’s a
tragedy,” he said.

Tammam Adi, director of the Islam-
ic Cultural Center of Eugene, objected
to the way the conflict was discussed.

“I'm disturbed by the constant ref-
erence to the Palestinians as a prob-
lem,” he said.

Cameron Levin, the contemporary
issues coordinator for the University
Cultural Forum, said she attempted to
incorporate a number of viewpoints
when organizing the event.

“There are a plethora of view-
points,” she said. “The interaction
was intense.”

Moriah Balingit is a freelance reporter
for the Emerald.

MARRIAGES

continued from page 1
White's position. Looney said he op-
poses a Constitutional amendment
defining marriage because he does-
n't believe the government should
get involved.

“I don't like the fact that you need

a license to get married,” he said.

Looney added that he believes
marriage should be between a man
and a woman, although he supports
civil unions.

“Behind closed doors, with con-
senting adults, why is that the gov-
ernment’s job to tell you what you
can and can't do?” he said.

Multnomah County officials will
hold a news conference at 9 a.m. to-
day at the county’s headquarters, and
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CRIME
WATCH

Thefts and
recoveries
The Department of Public Safety re-
ceived two found property reports,
one report of stolen property, one re-
port of lost property, one report of a
bike impound at the Knight Library,
one report of bike theft from an off-
campus location and three reports of
larceny.

Disorderly conduct

DPS received three reports of disor-
derly conduct, one report of reckless
burning, one report of an arrest, two
reports of suspicious conditions, three
reports of suspicious subjects and one
report of vandalism,

Thursday, Feb. 26, 12:22 p.m.: DPS
received a report of an unintentional
fire at Earl Complex that damaged
ceiling tiles.

Alcohol and drugs

DPS received two reports of drug
law violations and one report of a
subject in possession of less than one
ounce of marijuana.

Miscellaneous

DPS received one emergency call
report, one report of criminal tres-
passing and two reports of unlawful
entry of a motor vehicle. DPS also re-
ceived one report of a gas odor at Kla-
math Hall, one alarm report and five
tow requests: one at University Street,
one at the University Annex lot, one
at the East 11th Avenue parking lot,
one at the Pacific Hall parking lot and
one at the PLC parking lot.

DPS has not updated the media log
since 3 a.m. Friday, so Crime Watch
only contains reports from Feb. 24
through early Friday moming,

marriage licenses will be available at
10 a.m., according to news reports.
Contact the managing editor

at janmontry@dailyemerald.com.
Senior news reporter Jared Paben
contributed to this report.
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unlimited
income?

If you want a
good job when
you graduate,
you need a

xreat job

Need

Now hiring for advertising
executives to start spring term.

Friday, March 5 at 5 p.m.

cRin

The Oregon Daily Emerald is an independent newspaper that provides hands-on
experience in the challenging world of advertising sales. We are looking for motivated
students who believe in the power of advertising in the Oregon Daily Emerald and
who can transfer that enthusiasm into sales. You will have the opportunity to hone
your customer relationship management skills, create ad campaigns for clients and
see your efforts come to life in the newspaper.

Job descriptions and applications are available at Suite 300 EMU
Applications will be accepted until
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Thurs March4 7am-6pm
Fri March5 9am-6pm
Sat March 6

looking good, and performing at
your best. And now is your chance

Factory Direct Clearance Sale.
You'll find factory seconds,

samples, overstocked items and

one-of-a-kind prototypes.

SportHill Warehouse
725 McKinley Street, Eugene

Q)

For Lane County

Help SportHill
provide food for
needy families
in Lane County

Bring at least 2 non-perishable
food items and we'll take
$2.00 off your purchase!

PORTHILL

SportHill Factory Direct |
Clearance Sale

10am-2pm

Whatever the season, whatever the
weather, SportHill has you covered,

to save up to 70% at our semi-annual

discontinued colors and styles, sales

The best deals go fast so come early!
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SportHill
@

McKinley Street

West 11th Ave

|

Clothes for Winter,
Summer and Fall

Pants « Tops « Jackets
Vests « Shorts « Hats
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