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Talking with Israelis during a trip there
teaches lessons about “stupid American
tourists” and cultural conflicts with Arabs

Cover photo: The reporter visits the Dead Sea. At 1 ) feet
below sea level, it is the lowest place in the world. The
sea's water is so salty and mineral-laden that swimmers
float in the water, and its mud is used as

a cosmetic mask for its therapeutic qualities.

Small photos; top to bottom: Israel's youngest and
most modern city, Tel Aviv, boasts a luxurious
beachfront location on the Mediterranean. The city

was founded more than 100 years ago on sand
dunes outside the port city of Jaffa. « The stunning
terraced gardens of the domed Ba'hai Temple in
Haifa, seen here from the top of the hill, climb the
steep hills of the industrial but beautiful port
city. » Tourists and residents walk through the
Jewish quarter of the old Jerusalem (photo by
Steven Neuman).




